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Blessed is the man who . . . delights in the law of the Lord, and on his law he
meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields
its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.
Psalm 1:1–3
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Greetings!
This fourth edition of Connect explores the
theme of the necessity of God’s word in spiritual
growth, which is a continuation from our last
theme of bearing fruit. This edition completes our
2019’s theme of being in Christ and bearing fruit
in him.
Without Christ, we can do nothing, and without
his words, we are unclean. As John 15 points
out, the primary benefit of being in Christ is that
his word continually cleanses us. This reminds
us of the gospel; that Jesus alone has provided
everything for us to be saved—salvation, purification, and growth in sanctification through his
word. Let’s make Jesus’ word the core of our
being in him.
This edition also acts as the last printed issue of
Connect. We are moving to the online blog format. This means that we invite everyone within
the CMCA to access, share, and contribute.
In Christ,
Editor in Chief
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DISTRICT NEWS

KNOWING DS CHIEW

P

icture the bicycle wheel… if the

Bishop is the hub of CMCA, then
District Superintendents (DS’s) are
the spokes radiating outward, connecting all the local churches together to form a connectional
church structure. Based primarily
on geography, CMCA’s 3 DS’s carry
out their connectional functions in
their respective districts: East,
South & West. Having gone through
the other districts in earlier issues,
we finally get to District West in this
one, as we get to know DS Rev. Albert Chiew.

District West is housed entirely in
just one state—Western Australia—
with six churches located all within
the greater metropolis of Perth.
Apart from pleasant, Mediterranean
climes bestowing upon Perth the
honour of Australia’s ‘Sunniest Capital City’, Perth also sits in the same
time zone as most of Asia from
where many of our brothers- & sisters-in-Christ originated… not to
mention being ‘saved’ from the
confusion of Daylight Savings Time!
But before you pack and head
west, perhaps you have to consider
whether you have the stomach for
an economy closely coupled with
the peaks and troughs of the mining
industry.

Anyway, if you ever head west, you
may like to know that DS Chiew is
there for you, who himself has
moved to Perth twice,
throughout his 27 years
of pastoral ministry.

the assurance of which is met in Ps
46.10: “Be still and know that I am
God.”

Rev. Chiew was moved
by God’s call to fulltime
pastoral ministry when he
was serving as the
Chairman of LCEC at Fu
Yuan Methodist Church,
Sibu, the church in which
he grew up. Throughout
his life, he’s been deeply
involved in church. He
was the President of Junior MYF at both the local
church and Annual Con- Left to Right: Jonathan, Rebecca, Olivia, Evelyn, Elizabeth, DS, Timmy, Carolyn, Ezra
ference levels.
Gifted
with a good voice, he’s a
In that vein, DS Chiew recounts
regular in the music ministry as well
with gratitude the 26 district-level
as teaching Sunday School.
programs carried out this year by
With all the church involvements,
cooperative & hardworking pastors
and lay people.
The programs
you may be forgiven for thinking DS
ranged from missions and evangeChiew to be an extrovert. Surprise!
lism to worship & music seminars.
He actually considers himself an
DS gives glory to God for the good
introvert, one who needs space and
attendances and participation.
time to himself!
Interesting how
God graciously calls and providenRev. Chiew is currently the Ministertially uses his servants.
This is
in-Charge at Calvary MC, nurturing
quite a case of trusting God to go
and building her up over the past 7
beyond one’s comfort zone. Maybe
years. From preaching center, the
it’s no surprise that DS’s personal
church bought her own building in
favorite Scriptures are from Ps 63:12017, the year she became a local
8 & Ps 42:1-8, which express a
church. God has put to good use
longing and hungering for God, and

DS’s past experiences as pastor,
DS and even Bishop. May God
continue to use Calvary church as
his eﬀective witness.
In the home front, DS Chiew is married to Elizabeth, his high school
and JMYF sweetheart. Elizabeth is

be entering the missions field next
year. May God watch over DS’s
entire family and continue to use
them all for the sake of His Kingdom.

DS and Elizabeth with Disciples Class

no stranger to CMCA, who’s served
faithfully and enduringly alongside
DS. She’s most recognized as the
interpreter at so many occasions,
including the weekly Sunday Services. Together, they have 3 children:
Carolyn, who’s married to
Ezra (both dentists); Jonathan (doctor), who’s married to Rebecca
(nurse), who themselves have 2
children: Timmy (3) & Olivia (1); and
Evelyn (Uni). Jonathan & family will

Article collected by:
Rev. Peter Yong
Peter serves as a minister at Goodwood Chinese Methodist Church in
Adelaide

LOCAL NEWS

‘IF I COULD SING’:
A GOSPEL MOVIE BY IMC MEDIA

O

ur church’s first ever gospel

movie “If I Could Sing” premiered at
the Rocks Church, Cannington, WA
on 12th October 2019.
The movie itself is a miracle from
God. It all started with a lady who
suﬀered from cerebral palsy, but
she had always dreamed of singing
for God. Out of her deep love for
God, she penned a song, “If I Could
Sing.” I was touched by the song
and her life testimony, and decided
to write a separate story to express
such love for God. I started with a
3-page draft on Microsoft Word,
which eventually became a 40-page
story. I had never imagined that one
day, it would become the storyline
of a gospel movie and a tool that
would be a blessing for many people.

Our team, which we aﬀectionately
named IMC Media (from Immanuel
Methodist Church), and the cast of
the movie consist mainly of university students, none of whom had
any experience or training in filming
or acting. Miraculously, in a space
of 6 months, we all acquired the
skills of acting, directing, filming,
and even the post-production aspects of movie-making. All these
were possible not because we had
the talent or were quick learners,
but because we were willing and
obedient to God’s calling.
It started with the lady with cerebral
palsy which aﬀected and moved
me. When I said, “Yes,” to God, He
guided me to write the script based
on my personal experience at work
and church. The calling was passed
on to the youths at Immanuel Methodist Church who agreed to help
fundraise for the church’s new
building. That was how the movie

began.
It took us just 7 days to film the 90minute movie, which by industry
standards, would have taken at
least 1 to 2 months. During the filming, in spite of our best eﬀorts, we
encountered many challenges and
unforeseen diﬃculties. Moreover,
more than half of the youths in the
team had to prepare and sit for exams, others had assignments to
turn in, while still others were taking
on part-time jobs on top of their
studies. Thank God, they faithfully
continued to participate in this filming ministry. By the time we finished
filming, I was really heartened that
none had left, but more had joined

our team. We ended up with around
40 people in the team!
Finally, the day came for the movie
to be premiered in Perth. It was a
magical night filled with tears, testimonies, and plenty of touching
and life-changing moments. That
night, God changed my dad. He is
the only non-Christian in my family
and the most stubborn one, but that
night, he was not stubborn at all.
He still hasn’t given his life to Christ,
but according to my mum, he has
become a lot more open to the
faith, and I think he now understands why his youngest son is doing all these things for God.
Furthermore, a few youths who
served with me in the production of

this movie experienced renewed
strength. Through this ministry, they
have also come to better understand what it means to be sharing
the burden together in Christ. They
also experienced life-changing miracles. By God’s grace, we received
an extremely positive feedback
from the audience. I believe they
actually got the message of the
movie and understand the type of
love that we all should have for our
triune God. Sometimes, it’s not
about the size or significance of the
things we do; it’s more about
whether we are willing to answer
God’s calling when we are facing
diﬃculties in making choices in life.
With limited talent, resources, time,
and no experience at all, we managed to complete making this
movie. So really, this gospel movie
has to be a miracle of God. All glory
be to Him.

- Jonathan Ng
Jonathan is the Sunday School Superintendent of Immanuel Methodist
Church, WA and the director and
producer of the gospel movie, ‘“If I
Could Sing.”

“This gospel movie
has to be a miracle of
God. All glory be to
Him.”
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A LOCAL VOICE

GOD’S WORD
SUSTAINS US
T

he Book of Psalms has always

been one of my favourite books in
the Bible. In fact, it has carried me
through my personal struggles and
drawing inspiration from God
through his Word, I believe, Ps 1:2–
3 depicts how the Word sustains
and leads us in every season of our
lives.
It can be tedious to adhere to laws
although we know that they keep us
in check and out of harm’s way. As
with the Bible, we may find that it

puts us oﬀ when we look at it as a
book full of laws. I felt the same
way when I first came to Christ and
over the years, I have learnt to look
at the Bible from a diﬀerent perspective. Now I view the Bible as a
motivational book, one that motivates me to live each day to the
fullest as I have found my purpose
in life—God’s witness in this world.
Every motivational book, be it on
finances, relationships, or character
building, contains personal experiences and advice. The authors
hope that readers will eventually

take something away from the
books and be motivated to apply
what they have learnt in their lives
and see how it changes their current situation. Similarly, the Bible
contains personal encounters with
God and advice to us Christians.
God called Moses through the
burning bush and anointed him to
deliver the Israelites from slavery;
Paul was a driving force in the establishment of the early churches
and he often encouraged Christians
then to persevere in their faith in the
midst of persecution. We draw
strength from their labour in the
Lord and we find joy in reading the
Bible and are encouraged to read it
every day and night as it helps us to
navigate the storms in life and overcome them.
God’s Word rejuvenates us like a
tree that is well-watered. We then
become doers of the Word by living
a Christ-centred life. When the situation arises, we hold fast to our
principles and bear fruit as we reflect Christ’s attributes in our actions. By doing so, we prosper in
our spiritual life but this does not
mean that our lives will be smoothsailing. Our actions may oﬀend
those around us and we may make
mistakes along the way. I have tried
and failed many times to please
God in my life and as a result I have

hurt myself and others in the
process. One thing I can be sure of
is that I can always look to God’s
Word for healing. His Word sustains
me as I grow in my spiritual life.
God speaks to me every time I read
His Word and He always has diﬀerent revelations or messages for me.
Sometimes He rebukes me for the
mistakes I have made but at the
same time He makes it clear that
His grace is abundant, and it is
never too late to turn to Him. We
can come to Him just as we are—in
our broken self—and find strength
to move forward.

- Doris Wong
Doris is a youth from Immanuel Methodist Church, Perth
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BIBLE & THEOLOGY

GOD IS TRUTH
I

n John 18, Jesus tells Pilate, “In

fact, the reason I was born and
came into the world is to testify to
the truth. Everyone on the side of
the truth listens to me.” And Pilate
responds, “What is truth?”
This is not a smart philosophical
question. Pilate is dodging the issue. Jesus didn’t say, “I am truth.”
He said, “I testify to THE truth.” And
this is a diﬀerent thing to say.
In one sense, it’s true that God is
truth. He creates and defines us.
His knowledge of us is reality; what
God knows about us is the truest
thing about us. But God isn’t the

quality of things being true or false.
That is a property of the universe;
and God cannot be contained within the universe he has made.
And it’s not entirely good news that
God is truth. The truth about us isn’t
pleasant. But God is not only truth
but love—he sends Jesus to testify
about THE TRUTH. The truth that
makes us free. If you say, that is the
house for me. You’re using ‘the’—
definite article—to say that this is
the best and final thing in the category of house. You were looking for
this all along.
Jesus came to talk about the final
truth of the universe, the one that
holds it all together: that God acts
to rescue us in Jesus. This truth

makes sense of everything. It shows
us how God loves us while dealing
with our sin. And the truth shows our
end, our final purpose: to be with
Jesus forever.
The truth lights up a world of broken
mirrors and shadows. In this valley
of the shadow of death, life can appear empty or pointless or cruel.
Jesus shows us that the universe
has a good purpose. At the centre of
reality is the powerful love of God in
Jesus Christ. This is the truth.
The truth defeats all lies. That this
world is all there is; that this world
means nothing; that God has abandoned us; that God doesn’t care
about evil; that a human being is
insignificant. Jesus shows that all
these are false. If we look at him, we
see the truth.
God is not only truth, but the truth of
salvation. And that’s truly good
news.

- Lucas Sharley
Lucas serves as a youth worker
at Eight Miles Plain Methodist in
Brisbane

“God is not only truth,
but the truth of salvation. And that’s truly
good news.”

PUBLIC THEOLOGY

CONNECT!:
Are We Hermit Crabtians?

Linda Tanner. Wikimedia Commons.

H

ermit crabs hide in their shells

all the time. Or do they? Yes, during
daytime, they hide in their little portable homes, but at night they exhibit a far-diﬀerent behaviour altogether. Hermit crabs are in fact extremely active at night; they climb,
play, and look for food. In order to
survive, they need to come out of
their shells to feed. Christians can
sometimes be like hermit crabs, except we don’t know when to come
out of our comfort zones. Just as
hermit crabs who never come out
will eventually starve, churches that
do not engage their communities
will be stagnant.
For me, I will never want to step out
into the unfamiliar and uncomfortable unless I have intentionally
prayed, waited upon God, and felt

His heartbeat for people. In 2013, I
went to a combined meeting of
many churches in Dandenong, VIC,
to know what was happening in the
city and what needs our community
has. Through this, God led me to
connect with a few people through
the English class ministry in the
heart of Dandenong plaza. I intentionally took time to be present with
the people, making eﬀort to connect with them, all this time being in
a totally unfamiliar environment. But
when our neighbours reached out
to them, God did something amazing among these special people!
The gospel of God’s kingdom was
spread, and all because His people
cared to venture out of their comfort
zone into the community of Dandenong. Of course, spiritual forces
and the power of darkness continue
to be active, but the light of the
gospel also continues to break the

power of darkness, and to shine
into the hearts of people.
To connect with our community is
one of the critical missions of the
Methodist Church. We Methodists
are people who hear the cries of our
community, and we act accordingly
and respond to it. Currently, we
have become far more inward looking, only focusing internally, and
only looking out for our own selfinterests. We talk and have this
great dream to see our churches
grow, for people to be added to the
kingdom, and to be financially established. However, this cycle of
identifying issues, making improvements, and fixing things does
not make us passionate in reaching
out to our community.
The problem is that we insulate ourselves from the community, and this
creates isolation. This isolation between church and community is so
vast as if there is great chasm between us. Often, we only wait for
them to come in. When they don’t,
we are happy for them to stay outside. This does not reflect our concern for the lost sheep of our Lord,
but merely our ‘goals’. Missiologist
and theologian David Bosch says,
“At its heart, the gospel is news
about God’s action and his reign,
and not his institution.” Michael
Frost from Morling College puts it

this way, “So if we take missions
seriously we will alert people to
God’s reign through Christ and
should not be limited or reduced to
simply alerting people to the address of our church building and the
times of our services. Whenever we
assume church attendance is the
chief end of missions, we will find
ourselves reducing evangelism to
recruitment and missions to salesmanship.”
There are three steps to begin connecting with our community. First,
pray and ask God what He wants
you to do. Second, don’t be afraid
to prepare and take risks in response to His call. Third, go out into
community to connect because
God is already present in our communities! His Holy Spirit is already
working, and our task is to cooperate with God, but this all starts with
building relationships! We are the
local church who represents God to
our communities. Jesus said, “You
are the salt of the earth, but if salt
has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored?” Let us heed
God’s call, like Moses, and make a
diﬀerence in our communities.
- Rev. Elijah Chew
Elijah serves as the Minister-inCharge of Camberwell Methodist Church, Melbourne
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If you have any comments, questions, or would like to contribute an article, contact us at:
methodistnews@cmca.org.au
lamph12@gmail.com
rickynjoto@gmail.com
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