Bishop Kwang with the Eight Mile Plains MC Local Conference members.

Bishop Kwang, AC Lay Leader Brother Joseph Ting and Board of Finance
Chairman, Dr. Keong Lim after the dialogue session with some of the
Melbourne Church Pastors and leaders .

Bishop & Mrs. Kwang with some of the Faith Methodist Church leaders.

Bishop Kwang with the LCEC of Redeemer Methodist Church after the
installation.

All the Pastors at the Pastors’ Forum (20 to 23 February)
with the theme speaker, Rev. Dr. Wilfred Ho with Mrs.
Ho (centre front row), and with Rev. Meng Tee Gan, our
special talks speaker.

Bishop’s Exhortation

To John Wesley, a true Christian is marked by two inseparable qualities: happiness and
holiness. Wesley defined holiness not as achieving sinless perfection but as having one’s
heart fully fixed on God, setting aside all other affections – “perfect love” or “Christian
perfection”. Hence, John Wesley taught on the experiential assurance of salvation (which
he extended to include sanctification), and he re-emphasised the Puritan insistence on
minute examination of the conscience coupled with sanctified action in all spheres of life. This is our biblical
understanding of being perfected in love in Christ.
This emphasis on sanctification became the hallmark of the Methodist movement. Therefore, the mission of
Methodism is to “spread scriptural holiness throughout the land.” Wesley taught that true Christianity fulfilled
all of a person’s deepest, truest desires, making the Christian a happier, more productive person. When
pressed to define “The character of a Methodist”, Wesley, in his 1742 tract, wrote: “God is the joy of the
Methodist’s heart … He is therefore happy in God, yea, always happy, as having in him ‘a well of water
springing up into everlasting life’, and ‘overflowing his soul with peace and joy.’”
John Wesley himself had an experience in 1738 at a meeting on Aldersgate Street, where he felt his “heart
strangely warmed”. And so, to Wesley, we as Christians are to truly practise a religion of joy. The best way to
proclaim the truth of the gospel we preach is to feel the joy deep down within our Christian soul, for that is the
expression of our lively faith. We express the joy of a new, inner spiritual freedom in our conversion
testimonies and spiritual lives. We as true Christians should always be telling the Good News and testifying to
its reality in our hearts.
For Wesley, the impact of true Christianity never was to stop within the body of believers; from his Holy
Club days at Oxford through to the end of his life, he insisted on the importance of works of mercy, apart from
the works of piety. He and his fellow Oxford Methodists gave significant portions of their income to give
succour to the poor, and spent much time ministering to condemned prisoners (after a lifetime of lavish
giving, Wesley died a relatively poor man).
My fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, as heirs of the founder of the Methodist movement, John Wesley, let
us as contemporary Methodist Christians learn from him, to give lavishly to bless others, and to live a joyful
and holy life. We too can learn from Nehemiah who was ridiculed and faced strong opposition in carrying out
what God had entrusted to him to do i.e. to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem; yet he could say, “…the joy of the
Lord is my strength” (Nehemiah 8:10b).
Let us live as Scriptural Christians to spread scriptural holiness throughout the land! If we remain faithful to
our calling, we can and will reform the church, and thus transform the community we live in.
Servant of the Lord,

Bishop James Kwang
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Brother Joseph Ting
“Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My
Father will honor the one who serves me.” (John12:26)
28 January is the start of the Chinese Lunar New Year, and I want to take this opportunity to wish our Bishop
Kwang, all pastors, and brothers and sisters in Christ a blessed New Year. May God bless you richly!
CMCA cares for all members under its banner; therefore, Laity Sunday is held every year, and this year it will
be held in September. As per our usual practice, there will be a column in the February issue of the Methodist
News for the laity ministry to encourage all our members so that we can work together with our pastors
throughout the year for the growth of the church. Pastors will encourage members when they are weak, and
build them in love through wisdom from the Lord so that they can assist the church to grow. Some pastors
have shown great tolerance and love to their members, not minding their weaknesses but continuing to
encourage them to use their gifts to help grow the church. This humble attitude is what we love, and we
should learn from Paul to run to our goal.
To be a member of CMCA means that by faith, we believe in our God the Father who is the creator of the
universe, we believe in Jesus Christ who is the only Son of God, and we believe in the Holy Spirit. Every
member should be loyal to CMCA, and follow the teachings, policies and rules and regulations set out in the
Book of Discipline. As members, we should be loyal in attending church services to receive the Holy Spirit;in
our Bible reading, devotion and prayers;in attending prayer meetings and fellowships of Christ;in setting
examples in life;in obeying the commandments of God, avoiding the evils mentioned in the Bible; in loving the
Lord with all our hearts, and serving Him with all our might, fulfilling the responsibilities of the church; in giving
tithes and offerings; and in helping everyone to love Christ and the church more.
The Board of Laity is in charge of the Logos Academy of Ministry and Mission,which equips members for
ministry. Below are some courses set for 2017 at the time of writing. For further information please visit
www.lamm.org.au
Melbourne:

Methodist Study; Introduction to Theology and Doctrine of God; Introduction to Old
Testament; Church growth

Perth:

Introduction to Theology and Doctrine of God; The gospel of Luke.

Sydney:
Brisbane:

Christian Spirituality
Lay Service and Leadership; Introduction to Old Testament

Launceston: Methodist Study
Adelaide:

Church History

Rev Dr Chii Ann Su will be in Perth on 5 August, Adelaide on 12 August, Sydney on 19 August, Brisbane on
26 August and Melbourne on 2 September to expound on the church theme for 2017-2018, which is
Reforming the Church, Transforming the Community. Therefore, it is my hope that every member can
attend this theme talk so that we can build and support each other to grow in the love of God. Also, we need
to seek personal quality growth so that we can excel in our work, life, family and church.
Lastly, I wish to urge all brothers and sisters in Christ to continue to work together with Bishop, pastors and
all ministerial boards so that we can build the Kingdom of God together. Let us be the salt and the light for
this land Australia. Amen.
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Theme Topic

Rev Thomas Lau Sie Ngiu
(Lecturer of Methodist Theological School, Sibu)
Introduction: Methodist versus real Christian?
In December last year, I was invited by pastor Alan
Lau to speak to the newly elected youth leaders of
CMCA in Melbourne. That night, in the fellowship room
of Camberwell Methodist Church, I told the energetic
leaders that the Methodist Holiness Revival Movement
in the 18th century was started by none other than a
group of young people like them! It took place in the
University of Oxford in England in 1729. Under the
leadership of John and Charles Wesley as well as
George Whitefield, this group of “Oxford Methodists”
seriously devoted themselves to works of piety and
mercy, such as prayer, reading the Scriptures,
receiving the Lord’s Supper, keeping the fasts, visiting
prisons and working among the poor. At that time, they
were also referred to as “The Holy Club", ”Godly Club",
"Bible Moths,” and “Supererogation Men.”
During the Question and Answer time, one of the
youth leaders asked why had CMCA emphasized so
much on “being Methodist” in recent years? “Why don’t
we just say that we must be real Christian?” I was so
happy to hear this concern and pointed out to him that
two hundred years ago, to be a “Methodist” in a society
with low spiritual ebb was exactly about being a “real
Christian” whose inward as well as outward lives were
both transformed by the holy love and grace of God,
and hence rose to renew the church and impact the
nation! As John Wesley remarks, in his article “Advice
to the people called Methodists” (1745):
By Methodist I mean, a people who profess to
pursue (in whatsoever measure they have
attained) holiness of heart and life, inward and
outward conformity in all things to the revealed
will of God; who place religion in an uniform
resemblance of the great object of it; in a steady
imitation of Him they worship, in all his imitable
perfections; more particularly, in justice, mercy,
and truth, or universal love filling the heart, and
governing the life.
Even in 1784, the elderly Wesley still wrote something
in his sermon “In What Sense We Are to Leave the
World” that reflected his deep concern for real
Christianity:
When it pleased God to give me a settled
resolution to be not a nominal but a real
Christian (being then about two and twenty
years of age) my acquaintance were as ignorant
of God as myself. But there was this difference:
I knew my ignorance; they did not know theirs
[emphasis mine].

The major concern of the Methodist movement is,
therefore, none other but holiness, that is, “real change”
in Christ and restoration of the image of God in human
whose life purpose should be “Christian Perfection” or
Christlikeness (Matt. 22:37-40; Phil. 2:5).

Real Christianity --- Christian
Perfection --- Thanksgiving
In light of Scripture, John Wesley painstakingly
expounded “Christian perfection” many times
throughout his lifetime. One of the definitions could be
found in his explanatory notes on the first epistle of
Paul to the Thessalonians:
5:16:Rejoice evermore - In uninterrupted
happiness in God. Pray without ceasing - Which
is the fruit of always rejoicing in the Lord. In
everything give thanks - Which is the fruit of
both the former. This is Christian perfection.
Farther than this we cannot go; and we need
not stop short of it. Our Lord has purchased joy,
as well as righteousness, for us. It is the very
design of the gospel that, being saved from
guilt, we should be happy in the love of Christ.
Prayer may be said to be the breath of our
spiritual life. He that lives cannot possibly cease
breathing. So much as we really enjoy of the
presence of God, so much prayer and praise do
we offer up without ceasing; else our rejoicing is
but delusion. Thanksgiving is inseparable from
true prayer: it is almost essentially connected
with it. He that always prays is ever giving
praise, whether in ease or pain, both for
prosperity and for the greatest adversity. He
blesses God for all things, looks on them as
coming from him, and receives them only for his
sake; not choosing nor refusing, liking nor
disliking, anything, but only as it is agreeable or
disagreeable to his perfect will.[Explanatory
Notes Upon the New Testament, 1755]
Apparently, for Wesley, thanksgiving, with constant
rejoicing and praying, are important and practical
demonstrations of “Christian perfection.” He
accentuated, in his article “The Character of a
Methodist” (1742), that one of the marks of being a
Methodist is that he or she “in everything giveth
thanks”:
[He] cheerfully receives all, saying, “Good is the
will of the Lord;” and whether the Lord giveth or
taketh away, equally “blessing the name of the
Lord.” For he hath “learned, in whatsoever state
he is, therewith to be content.” He knowth “both
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how to be abased and how to abound.
Everywhere and in all things he is instructed
both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound
and suffer need.” Whether in ease or pain,
whether in sickness or health, whether in life or
death, he giveth thanks from the ground of his
heart to Him who orders it for good; knowing
that as “every good gift cometh from above,” so
none but good can come from the Father of
Lights, into whose hand he has wholly
committed his body and soul, as into the hands
of a faithful Creator. He is therefore
“careful” (anxiously or uneasily) “for nothing;” as
having “cast all his care on Him that careth for
him,” and “in all things” resting on him, after
“making his request known to him with
thanksgiving.”

In short, John and Charles Wesley regard
thanksgiving as significant spiritual and moral exercise
of a real Christian who pursues Christlikeness. It is the
“fruit” of rejoicing in God’s goodness, consistent
communion with the Trinity in prayer, and strong faith in
the Lord Jesus as victorious King and Coming Judge.
May the Methodists nowadays continue to live out Spirit
-filled life of “thanks” and “giving” through which we
spread Scriptural Holiness over the land and transform
the broken world.

Charles Wesley, in his hymn “Rejoice, the Lord is
King” (1746, The United Methodist Hymnal #715), also
describes vividly how our knowledge and conviction of
Christ as triumphant King, redeeming Savior, sovereign
Ruler, and righteous Judge, would spur us to rejoice,
give thanks, and sing!

Further readings
John Wesley,“The Character of a Methodist,” available from: http://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/JohnWesley-Sermons/The-Wesleys-and-Their-Times/The-Character-of-a-Methodist
John Wesley, Explanatory Notes Upon the New Testament, available from: http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/johnwesleys-notes-on-the-bible/
Collins, Kenneth J. A Real Christian: The Life of John Wesley. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1999. Note especially
pages 24, 28, 37, 41.
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Family Column

Mrs Dorothy Ang
(Preston MC)
“But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” (Joshua 24:15)
The Chinese as a people, place great emphasis on
home. “Home” can be seen as an important base for
maintaining the whole of Chinese culture.
However, the current generation is struggling more and
more with the collapse of the institution of marriage,
and the breakdown of families and relationships. The
Chinese “home” culture is facing a great threat, and
Christian families within the Chinese Christian Church
are not unaffected.
As the Chinese saying goes, There is a Book that is
Difficult to Read in Every Home (each household has
its own struggles), which expresses the fact that each
family has its own problems: husbands with wives, sons
with daughters, mother-in-laws with daughter-in-laws,
and so on. However, if the saying becomes A Book that
Must Be Read in Every Home, and every family reads
the Bible, these problems can be prevented, or
solutions can be sought!
The Bible explains why people have problems, and how
to solve them. The devil wants to destroy the work of
God and His plans by attacking the family first. When a
family faces problems and fails to resolve them, sin
enters into the family and into the world; tragedy and
anxiety then follows, and the problem becomes ever
more serious.
According to the Bible, “home (family)” was created by
God (Gen 2:18-24), preserved by Him (Ps 127) and
blessed by Him (Ps 128). Hence, the “home” is capable
of expressing liveliness and vigour.
From the perspective of faith:
“Home” is a place to talk about faith:
To teach the Word of God and His
commandments to the children and grandchildren that
they may fear the Lord all their days.

“Home” is a place to witness faith:
Leading friends to Christ is easy, but it is very
difficult to lead family members to Christ. Some children
are not willing to go to church because they see the
sinful behaviour of their parents, and some parents are
unwilling to attend church because they see the sinful
behaviour of their children. Therefore, “home” is not
only a place to talk about faith, but also a place where
faith is witnessed.

“Home” is a place to live out faith:
That is, to bear the fruits of the Holy Spirit, such
as love, joy, peace, patience - if we live out our faith at
home, the home will be filled with joy, and God will
bless our family. When our neighbours see the
harmony and joy in a Christian family, they will long for
it. That is because our faith is being expressed through
our lives. This is the most cost effective method of
evangelism.
These commandments that I give you today are to be
upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk
about them when you sit at home and when you walk
along the road when you lie down and when you get
up. (Deut 6:6-7)
God has set the role of parents that they may be God’s
stewards on this earth to raise, teach and lead their
children to walk in God’s path, and thus live full and
abundant lives.
Hence, it should be the duty of every Christian to
uphold the truth of A Book that Must Be Read in Every
Home. This is easy to say, but difficult to accomplish,
as the flesh is weak. But thanks be to God that we can
do all things through Christ who gives us strength!
There are many methods for reading the Bible: to study
through reading, to study through detailed reading,
devotional silent reading and so on. It is hard for the
family to implement one common method, especially
with children growing up in a different cultural
environment, due to language barriers and a lack of
knowledge about the Bible. How can we encourage and
promote all-family learning?
One possible method is the “All-Family Reading”
campaign, where a family can read the Bible one by
one, read aloud, read quickly or slowly, but together, all
the way. While just reading the Bible does not yield
results as thorough as Bible Study, as long as a child
can read, each person can read in the language that
they are familiar with, and let the Word of God fill the
home. The all-family Bible reading will be a very joyful
experience!
To read every day – Set specific time aside
each day for all-family reading; read a chapter ever
day, for about 15 minutes or so - you may read each
section in turn. In order to maintain a close relationship
with the Lord, to gain strength from Him in living
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spiritual lives, we need to eat spiritual food every day,
and read the Bible daily.
A systematic way of reading – It is
recommended that families first read the New
Testament followed by the Old Testament.
To read the Bible patiently – The Word of
God is the hope of our salvation. When we are saved,
we become alive because of faith; after we are saved,
we live because of faith. Therefore, we are to patiently
and thoroughly read and digest God’s Word.
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who
comes to Me will never go hungry, and he who believes
in Me will never be thirsty.” (John 6:35)
For nothing is impossible with God. (Luke 1:37)
God’s Word is in the Bible, so we are to read the Bible!

Let the Word of God play a subtle role in our homes.
The Word of God leads husband and wife to love each
other, leading to the absence of There is a Book that is
Difficult to Read. When parents read the Bible with their
children every day, the Word of God will shape and
change the children’s lives through His own Word. The
Word of God is lively and powerful. As they read on,
children will realize that the commandments in the Bible
were set out because of the Father’s love for them.
Obedience will bring blessings. Parents will also be
transformed by the power of God’s Word, knowing how
to guide the children in a proper manner, and not in a
controlling way. Eli was a godly man; why did his son
not show filial piety? Samuel was greatly blessed by
God; why not his son? Parents may fear the Lord, but
they still need to teach the Word of God to their
children, that they may protect their children from
stumbling.
The Bible is a mirror; it can reflect the hidden heart of a
person.

In order to grow in our spiritual lives through Christ, to
understand God’s Word, we begin by reading the Bible.
Only through continuously reading the Bible, drawing
close to God, and understanding and receiving God’s
Word, can we continue to follow Christ on the path of
victory. Go forward, and continue the race.

The Bible is like food; it can satisfy our hearts.

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work. (2 Tim 3:16-17)
The Bible is a Book full of power and revelation guiding us about God’s will, bringing improvements to
our lives, and providing guidance for us in finding God’s
way of life.

The Bible is like a fire; it can burn all filthiness.

So do not just leave the Bible in the church, nor on the
bookshelf at home covered with dust. Rather, take up
the Bible and read it together as a family, encouraging
each other.
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The Bible is like a sword; it can pierce through the
heart, and even the soul and the spirit, the joints and
marrow. It can cut asunder and discern the thoughts
and mindset of our hearts.

The Bible is the Seed of life, planted in our hearts.
The Bible is God’s Truth; the Word of God is more
precious than gold.
Since the Bible is so important, we should love to read
the Bible diligently, in pursuit of our spiritual growth. I
hope that A Book that Must Be Read in Every Home
becomes the motto of our family, so that the Word of
God may clear away the smog in our family, and
become the lamp of our family’s feet and the light to our
path, shining brightly on our journey of faith.

James Lau (Sherwood MC)
The church growth of the sixties did not result primarily
from big evangelistic campaigns or from the work of
well trained ministers. It came about as a result of the
work of lay members. The church today need to
mobilize the laity and utilize the different spiritual gifts
that God has blessed them to further expand the
kingdom of God.
A church is made up of people whose life has been
changed by the power of Christ. These Christ-changed
people are the vessels of Christ’s gracious and
powerful gospel. Churches today should explore the
different gifts that the congregation have and utilize
their talents and spiritual gift to develop a wide-ranging
set of ministries that impacted the entire community of
Christ. When we equip and exhort laity to ministry, then
the spirit is freed to bring a new season of fruitfulness
to the congregation. Clergy should learn to energize
laity for the various gifts that God has uniquely placed
upon them. On the other hand it also gives the laity a
chance to serve their fellow brothers and sisters which
our God has called them to.
Each individual was borne with different talent and gifts
as Paul in I Corinthian 12 wrote . Some to be teachers,
some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be
administrators, some to be workers of miracles and
some to be musician. The spirit is responsible for the
distribution of spiritual gifts and the bible doesn’t say
they are given only to clergy but to the whole body o
Christ. A wise pastor will see the potential in laypeople
and utilize their gifts. Every member is important and
every member has a function. Just as our body has
many different parts but all belong to and work under
the same body, Likewise each one of us is part of our
church and we should serve our church with our time,
talent, treasure and heart. As long as we are willing to
offer our time and heart for his ministry for the benefit
of his whole body , God will bless our ministry and the
church will continue to grow and multiply. On the other
hand if the pastor did not give the laity a chance to
serve our Lord with their gift, they may left the church
and go to other church that give them the chance to
express them. For those who are blessed with music
skill they should help in the choir ministry and the
praise and worship session during our Sunday worship
time. Some are guitarist, some drummer , some are
flutist, some are pianist and the whole music team.
When we praise our almighty with musical instrument
and our voices the Lord name be exhorted and
glorified and we feel the presence of God among our
worship. Music is such an important part of our
worship. For those teachers they can help in our
Sunday school ministry and cell group ministry . As
each individual serve with our various gifts we will have
a sense of belonging to the Christ family. As we
served together in unity for the furtherance of his
kingdom the spirit will bless us with a season of
fruitfulness.

Just as in the early day
when the disciples were
busy with their ministry ,
they have chosen seven men filled with spirit and
wisdom to take care of the widows and the daily
distribution of food so that they can focus their
attention on the ministry of the word and prayer.
Likewise in today contemporary world we should leave
the pulpit ministry to the clergy since they are trained
and called for that ministry. We should give them more
time and energy to focus on the pulpit ministry. As for
other church ministry, the laity should step in and
assist the clergy in various capacity with the talent that
God has be store upon them . It is not reasonable and
it is not scriptural that the pastor does all the church
ministry.
It is the pastor’s privilege and joy to help laypeople
discover the gifts God has given them and to train
them on how to use their gifts. We can’t expect laity to
take on ministry in the church until they are trained.
Wise leaders will invest themselves in others to
multiply ministry leaders. Jesus gathered the Twelve
around Him and poured himself into them. The Twelve
in turn poured themselves into others and the
multiplication factor took place. Pretty soon there was a
whole army of people doing the work of the kingdom,
doing the work of ministry. The work of ministry is more
than just preaching. Ministry includes praying,
teaching, giving and helping. Many ministers are
carrying their burdens alone because they haven’t
developed laity to help share those burdens.
In today churches most of them have Sunday school
ministry, different fellowship group, home cell group,
disciples class, corporate prayer and other ministry
centre. It is important that clergy has to train laity
leaders to head the different cell in the church. Clergy
has to spend considerable time in their sermon
preparation, hence all this subsidiary activities need
laity to jump in and help to lead the different groups.
In the early days John Wesley the founder of
Methodism developed the small group movement
called “ the band and the class “ Today we have cell
group system to evangelize and nurture Christian in
this postmodern age. The cell group provides the
driving force of the unity and fellowship among church
members and as a result contribute to church growth.
Churches today should continue to utilize such cell
group as the base to nurture individual spiritual
growth . Clergy should train more cell group leader and
assistant leader for this important task. They should
mobilize laity to join a cell group near to their home
otherwise they will soon fall away. People including
Christian feel alienated, lonely, and aimless in today’s
individualistic and materialistic society. They need a
place to discuss their daily lives, struggles and
problems and help each other through mutual
accountability.
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God intention is to give all human being a chance to
hear the gospel before his second coming. With clergy
alone they cannot accomplish this huge task . It is
important they mobilize the large laity to share in the
great commission task i.e to go and make disciples of
all nations . Every Christian has our own testimony to
share , each of us has our own unique testimony of
how we come to know Christ. Clergy should mobilize
all laity to share their personal testimony with their
relatives or friends who are still outside the salvation
door. In other words churches today should mobilize
laity to evangelize until the whole world has heard the
gospel because that is the purpose of our God.
Personal evangelism is more effective and widespread
than public evangelism . We can do our evangelism at
our work place, in schools and in public places like bus
stop, train station and shopping mall. When all laity
started to evangelize the impact is enormous and the

momentum should continue until all human being have
been reached. Our Lord’s will is not for anyone to
perish but every one to come to repentance. So let us
all evangelize until everyone come to know Him.
To conclude clergy should collaborate with laity and
join hand in hand to win more soul for the kingdom of
God. Clergy should know how to discover the talents of
laity and train them for their different ministry role that
they are gifted in. Laity on the other hand should be
willing to offer their time and heart to serve their
brethren with their talents. They should response to
God’s love and calling by offering their lives as a living
sacrifice to serve our living God. When laity and clergy
form a good partnership, the heaven door begin to
open and more soul flow in. Angels rejoice and the
Lord’s name be glorified.

Youth Fellowship Corner

Sherwood Methodist Church EMYC
Amos Wong
God has truly been gracious and merciful to us in the year 2016, through a difficult time of testing for
us the youths in Sherwood Methodist Church, both individually and collectively as a church. The
theme for EMYF 2016 was Love in Truth, which was taken from Ephesians 4. One of the key verses
that we held onto through the year was Ephesians 4:15, “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become
in every respect the mature body of Him who is the head, that is, Christ.” We chose this verse mainly because we
realise that oft times we struggle with human relations due to our differences as individuals. We longed for all of us
to grow out of Christian infancy, and to work together as a church, to grow, build and rebuke one another lovingly.
Throughout the year, the youths were heavily involved in outreach work towards fulfilling the Sherwood Methodist
Church theme of looking beyond the four walls of our church. This year, we once again organised an Easter
Evangelism, where the youths prepared chocolate eggs to be delivered door to door in a neighbourhood close to our
church. Along with the gifts, we also presented a gospel message and an invitation to visit our Sunday Service. So
far, we have had a few people come visit the Sunday Service from the outreach activity. We are extremely excited to
see how God is working through this Easter Evangelism activity, and pray that God continues to work in us to reach
out to people in our neighbourhood.
The Sherwood EMYF was also involved in another outreach activity called Mission Month, where we spent the
whole month gathering offerings and donations in the form of clothes and everyday tools to be given to the Salvation
Army. We also visited an aged care home one Saturday, where we gave a few performances to entertain the elderly
there and share the gospel with them. This was a new outreach for the youths in 2016, but I can definitely say that it
was very rewarding for all of us to just visit and spend the day with them.
My prayer for the youths is that God continues to give us the desire to want to choose Him above other things in life.
I pray that we seek to become more gospel-centered, Bible-minded and commission-minded Christians, to move
from Christian infancy into spiritual maturity! I am excited to see how God will use us for His glory in the year 2017!
Until next time!
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Youth Fellowship Corner

Kingsway Methodist Church EYMC
Evelyn Chiew & Eddie Cheng
Here at Kingsway Youth we aim to bring everyone a little bit closer to God, whether through our planning, the things
we do at church or through our daily interactions with the people around us. Following on from our previous vision to
“Love God, Love Others, Love Yourself”, we plan to put all that head knowledge into actions of the heart with our
new vision: “Live Loud”. With a new vision comes new challenges both exciting and daunting at the same time, as
we seek to challenge ourselves to live loud for God.
With the success of the previous year’s month-by-month topic series, we plan on continuing it this year as it creates
a sense of structure but also allows us to be flexible according to the Youth’s needs. In February we will be delving
into our “God is the ____” series where we look into the different aspects of the Trinity and what it means for us. By
first understanding who God is, we hope to evoke a desire to respond accordingly. This will then be followed by
“Intimacy with God” as well as many more awesome topics. Our aim for the Youth as well as ourselves is to be able
to not only hear and learn about how to evangelise but to take it upon ourselves to go and evangelise to friends, to
work colleagues and hopefully to people on the streets. In conjunction with our month-by-month topics we have also
made space for fellowship nights, such as Adam’s & Eve’s Nights, Outreach Night and our annual Mystery Night,
where people can invite their friends and enjoy a night of fun.
The annual winter camp has always been a great place to forge relationships and grow together in Christ. The winter
camp this year will be held from 1 to 4 July with the theme of “Beyond”, where we aim to shift our perspective
beyond what we see every day of our lives towards our lives in light of eternity.
While we are excited to follow the new direction God has given us this year, we hope to stay united as part of the
CMCA family through combined events and outings with our various sister churches. So please do continue to
support us through your prayers!

TESTIMONY: ABEL L AM
I was born into a Christian family and was strong in my faith up until high school, where things became rough for me
as I struggled with studies and friends. Overwhelmed with emotion, I felt I was alone and needed to depend on
myself to resolve everything, and I began to place God in the backseat of my life.
This continued until I met a good friend during my national service in Singapore, who talked openly about God. He
and I had good conversations about the Bible and its revelations. Through our talks, I came to realise how much I
didn’t know of the Bible, as well as how long it had been since I last depended on God.
Further down the road, I struggled with my studies again in university, to a point where I wanted to give up. That was
when I broke down crying and prayed to God, feeling ashamed of who I was.
Despite my shamefulness, nothing changed in my life. I continued to do as I pleased, spending most of my time
having fun with my friends and playing games (I was majoring in game design). Despite all this, by the grace of God,
I never failed any test or exam up until I graduated.
After graduating, I returned to Perth and started attending Kingsway Youth, only because my dad told me to. Little
did I know that this was the first step towards rebuilding my relationship with God. Honestly, the first few months
attending Youth felt like a chore and a waste of time, but all this gradually changed to the point where it felt like
home.
For the following few years of consistently going to Youth, I came to know more about God as well as myself. The
more I knew, the more my mind and heart became heavy due to the sins that I had been committing.
Finally, during our youth camp (Unchained) in 2016, I felt the need to face my sins which I had battled with for so
many years. With God’s and His people’s help, I managed to stand up and confess my sins. Doing so felt like a
death sentence in court, and that was what it was; a death sentence for the sins that hindered my relationship with
God.
That was just the first step forward in my walk of faith and I know that there are and will be many difficulties and
challenges ahead, but I now know where to put my hope and trust, and that is in God and His people.
“For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, He died for
us so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. therefore encourage one another and
build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:9-11)
For those who struggle, remember that you are not alone and that you have God and His people. I would like to
thank God for holding me through my life, and the church for encouraging me and building me up.

9

Church Feature
MORLEY PREACHING CENTRE MOVE TO
THE NEW SANCATURY ON 4 DECMEBER 2016
Rev Dr Albert Chiew
Morley Preaching Centre’s move to the new sanctuary on 4 December, 2016
Thanks be to God, for by His grace and mercy, Morley Preaching Centre has finally moved to the new church
on 4 December, 2016, after over one year of planning, renovating and fund raising activities.

The outside and inside view of the new church at 4/41 Action Road, Malaga, WA 6090. In addition, there is a
fellowship/breakout area, a kitchen, three toilets and three Sunday school rooms, one of which has a dual
use as crèche.

The congregation on the inaugural service on 4 December, 2016, with the Sunday School children performing
a musical item to the glory of God. Pastor’s message is translated into English by Mrs Elizabeth Chiew. About
200 people attended the inaugural service on 4 December, 2016.
Baptisms and membership admissions
As a preaching centre, MPC is living up to its name in “preaching
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ”--Thanks be to God, we have
the first group of adults and children’s baptisms and membership
admissions on the second Sunday (11/12/16) we moved into the
new church. Adults baptisms: Gilby Lang, Timothy Ling,
Children baptisms: Oliver Lau, Osten Wang,
Membership admissions and transfer:
Gilby Lang.

玉珍。
喜炽，

朱思怡，赵
郝天铭。
黄海莲，赵玉珍，朱思怡，林

December is a busy month because of the Christmas season. Last
year’s Christmas Day fell on the Sunday. We used the opportunity
to reach out to the community with the Christmas celebration. It was attended by about 170 people.
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Above: The Nativity play during the Christmas celebration
Below: The Three Wise Men and the Angels singing the carols

New Ministry: Morley Preaching Centre started in the new year the Youth group for the first time as our
second generation are growing up and more are also added to the church. The first meeting for the youth
group was held on 6 January, 2016, meeting weekly on Friday nights.
Thank God that our young people are also beginning to bring their friends to join the group!
This year, the Chinese New Year fell on 29 January, 2017. It was another opportunity to invite friends and
share the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. An outreach group from the mother church-Kingsway Methodist
Church, known as the Caring Fellowship came to join our service on the second day of the Chinese New
Year. For the first time, we presented a Gospel skit “Dream to be rich
by the young adults group.

发财梦“

Conclusion: Praise to the Lord our God for providing our own church building for the furtherance of the
Gospel. Previously when we were renting our church, it is difficult to organize activities outside the church
service on Sunday as the church is also used by the owner and moreover, rental has to be paid for each use
of the premises. Now we are also able to change the worship time to the morning which will be more
conducive to families and children. We want to thank all who
supported the purchase of the church within Australia and in
Malaysia, your prayers and your financial contribution has made
the project a success.
All glory be to the Lord
our God.
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Church Feature
CITY LIGHT METHODIST CHURCH...A BRIEF INTRODUCTION
Sing Yee Teng
The beginning of City Light Methodist Church can
be traced back to 16 years ago when the first
Sunday Service was held in a student
accommodation office at 300 Little Lonsdale
Street in Melbourne CBD.
It all started when there were an increasing
number of university students from East Malaysia
who were living and studying in the city area of
Melbourne. These young people were fervent
and active for the Lord. They initially worshipped
and fellowshipped at Camberwell Methodist
Church.
Back in those days, relying on public transport to get to Camberwell on Sundays was proven to be difficult
and not many students could afford cars. With this in mind, church leaders and elders started looking into
ways to cater to the students’ need.
Then, the minister-in-charge, Rev. James Ha, came across Mr Yeu Kiing Ling, who was operating a student
accommodation in the city. Upon Rev. Ha’s appeal, Mr Ling generously opened his premise for Sunday
Service in the evening, with the first Sunday Service been held on 23 July 2000. ‘City Worship Service’
became a branch of Camberwell Methodist Church.
As God added to our numbers, we moved to Welsh Church, then moved again to Fu Yin Church at Little
Bourke Street, then to Chinese Mission of the Epiphany Church at 123 Little Bourke Street. Over there, we
began English Worship Service that did away with the need of translation during Chinese Service.
In 2006, we had to move again because the building of 123 Little Bourke St needed structural work. Hence,
we moved to 717 Flinders Street, Docklands and we still gather here today.
In 2007, as the number of brothers and sisters continued to increase, City Worship Service becomes a local
church, christened “City Light Methodist Church”.
What started off as a small mustard seed 16 years ago continues to grow and flourish. Today, City Light
Methodist Church is not just a church of students. We are now a church of students, adults and young adults,
blessed with a few children. Our Sunday school was started in
2015 to teach our young ones about the Lord. We are also
blessed to have 717 Flinders Street the Mission to Seafarers’
building as a place of gathering and worship for the past 10
years. As time slipped by quietly, we are blessed to have so
many brothers and sisters who have made City Light Methodist
Church a part of their lives and have loved the church and the
Lord with all their hearts. Today, some of them have graduated
and moved back to their home countries, some of them have
moved to other cities and locations for work and life, some have
stayed behind to build their families.
2011Cambodia Mission Trip

Sunday School
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Many challenges are still ahead for a small church like City
Light. These include finding a more accessible venue to better
cater for the needs of students & young families. May God's
mercy be upon us as we reflect his light in the city.

Pulpit Ministry

Ps Dexter Nguyen (Grace MC)
Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 15:10-23
Today I want to introduce to you a very unique
character; his name is Saul.
Saul was the first King of Israel. I challenge you to go
home and read 1 Samuel chapters 8 to 11, and you tell
me if this isn’t a story similar to Star Wars.
Anakin Skywalker started off good; people thought he
was the Chosen One, like Saul, who was chosen. But
we all know that Anakin Skywalker went over to the
Dark side and became Darth Vader. Similarly, towards
the end of this life, Saul was power-hungry and a
tyrant; his life kept spiralling down and down towards a
tragic end…but he didn’t start out like that.
Saul, if you met him in his early days, was someone
really hard to hate - he was an endearing character.
Samuel called the people of Israel together to choose a
king. He narrowed it down tribe by tribe; out of the 12
tribes, he picked the tribe of Benjamin, the smallest
tribe in Israel. Then Samuel narrowed it down some
more, family by family, to the least of all the families,
and finally he named Saul, who was not at the
gathering.
When they looked for Saul, the Bible tells us that Saul
was afraid and unwilling to take up the role of king of
Israel; he probably felt unworthy when he first came
into his kingship.
Down the line, however, Saul proved himself in battle
against invading armies and won. He built his
credibility as a leader, and showed that he had what it
took to be a king. As he grew in power, his supporters
declared, “Whoever opposed King Saul before, let us
take them out and execute them.” But Saul was
merciful; instead of killing them, he let them off. He was
a decent character.
And yet, he spiralled down into some terrible evil. How
did that happen? It was because of disobedience.
Disobedience to God happens when we have a wrong
perspective of the Word of God, a wrong perspective
off ear, a wrong perspective of desire and wrong
perspectives of ourselves.
God had given Saul a mission, clearly stated in 1
Samuel 15:18 -to kill all the Amalekites, leaving not a
single person or even an animal alive. In today’s day
and age, we say, “That’s awful, that’s genocide.” But
who were the Amalekites? They were a people that
went around killing and pillaging; they committed
atrocious acts, they were brutal and violent, probably
raping women, enslaving children, they were
murderers and robbers. How do you deal with a group

like that? Diplomacy? Talk it out? Come to some sort
of deal? No, they couldn’t be reasoned with; the only
answer was by force.
But then there’s the question, if Israel killed the
Amalekites in the same way that the Amalekites killed
others, wouldn’t that make them the same? Not quite, if
we study the command of God. What God said is,
“Yes, I want you to conquer the Amalekites, use force
against them…but I don’t want you to use force like
how the Amalekites use force. They go to war to gain
profit, to plunder and steal, to take in slaves…but for
you, I don’t want you to profit even one cent!”
So what God is saying is that He is using Saul to
deliver justice and not for gain. But Saul became
exactly like the Amalekites. Not only did he keep the
best of the livestock, which were the wealth of the
Amalekites, he even kept a Amalekite alive; and not
just any Amalekite, but their king.
Because of this, God informed Samuel of what Saul
had done. In 1 Samuel 15:12, Samuel went to see
Saul, to see what was happening. And when Saul saw
Samuel, notice how he was the first to say something,
like when a guilty child says, “I didn’t do it!” before you
even asked them what they had done wrong.
In verse 13, Saul says, “The Lord bless you, I have
carried out the Lord’s instructions.”
But then Samuel said, “Are you sure? Then what is this
sound of animals I hear?”
Disobedience to God happens when you have a wrong
perspective of the Word of God. Let me give you an
example. Let’s say you hear this line, “You’re going to
get a fine ‘coz you’re on your phone while driving.” If
it’s a little 5 year old kid who says this to you, you
probably wouldn’t really care.
But what if it’s a police officer who says to you, “You’re
going to get a fine because you’re on your phone while
driving.” Only then will the words sink in, and your
heart will agonize because that phone call will have
cost you dearly.
The authority in the words comes from the person who
speaks it.
Why is the Bible authoritative? It’s because it comes
from God.
Hold onto that thought and look at verse 19 for a
moment; Samuel being a prophet saw right through
Saul. He knew what his motive was and he said, “Why
then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did
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you swoop [or pounce] on the spoils of war?”
Now, the Hebrew word for ‘obey’ can be read as
‘listen’. Samuel asked, “Why didn’t you listen to the
voice of the Lord?” Saul then said, “But I did listen to
the voice of the Lord.”So what the text is saying is that
we can listen, but maybe we don’t really hear.
1 Samuel 15:22 says to obey the voice of God; this can
be translated to:“to listen to the voice of God is better
than sacrifice, and to heed” - to truly gasp and be
affected and moved to action by what you hear -“is
better than the fat of rams.”
In verse 23, Samuel then says to Saul, “Because you
have rejected the Word of the Lord, you didn’t listen to
it, you didn’t put much weight in it, He has rejected you
as king; because you rejected the authority of God, He
rejects your authority.”
You can leave the church today thinking yes, you
listened to the sermon. But did you really hear it, the
voice of God? A reason why we don’t obey God is
because for some of us, the Word of God holds no
weight or authority in our lives.
Church, do you listen to God? Do you take His words
to heart? Does His voice move you to action? To
disobey is to have the wrong perspective of the Word
of God.
Disobedience to God also happens when we have a
wrong perspective of fear. Or more specifically, when
our fear is misplaced.
In 1 Samuel 15:14, Samuel asked, “Why do I hear
sheep?” Saul answered that the soldiers brought them
from the Amalekites, that they spared the best of
sheep and cattle to sacrifice to “the Lord your God” (1
Samuel 15:15). Why did he say your God and not our
God?
When questioned, Saul blamed the soldiers, he had
nothing to do with it. When Samuel interrogated him
further and asked why he disobeyed, Saul finally
confesses in verse 24 that he had messed up and
violated the Lord’s commands. But then he says, “I
was afraid of the men and so I gave in to them” (1
Samuel 15:24).Saul implied that the people would kill
him if he didn’t let them have the animals, or feared
that the people would dislike him; what he was saying
was, “I feared the people and obeyed their voice.”
Saul feared the people more than he feared God!
Church, do you disobey God out of fear? “What, God,
you want me to tell people about the gospel, about
Jesus and how he died? You want me to be the salt
and light of the world? Wow, that’s asking a bit too
much, I don’t want to stand out like that… what if I lose
that relationship… or my job… what if they start
persecuting me…what if I lose my life…
I can’t obey you, because I’m scared.”
Let me ask you… if God stood on one side and people
on the other, which side do you truly want to stand
with? Who do you want against you, the one who
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controls the universe, or those who can only kill the
body and no more?
Saul had seriously distorted his perspective on whom
he should fear. He took the fear of God and gave it to
man, and therefore he obeyed man. And God was
greatly insulted by this wrong perspective of fear.
Thirdly, disobedience to God happens when we have
the wrong perspective of desire.
Saul tried his best to prove that it was out of good
intentions that he kept the best sheep and ox alive, but
Samuel was a prophet and he saw right though all
these lies. In verse 19, he says, “Why then did you not
obey of the Lord, why did you swoop on the spoils…?”
What does the word ‘swoop’ imply to you? Like a moth
to the flame, like metal to a magnet, like a cool
swimming pool on a hot summer day which you jump
right into without a thought.
The word ‘swoop’ or ‘pounce’ as used in different Bible
translations indicates that Saul and his men didn’t even
try to resist this temptation; they jumped right for these
animals, because livestock back then portrayed wealth,
wealth meant power, and they desired that.
Today, we desire wealth, power, possessions, status,
good grades and so on, more than we desire God.
Some people will ask God, “God, I want more money
to give to the poor, to donate more to your church. If
you give me this amount, then I’ll start tithing.” This is
not necessarily true; if you can’t tithe with what you
have now, how can you be expected to tithe faithfully
when you have a lot more? God knows some of us are
just greedy, and deep in our hearts we think God is not
enough. We are asking for money, not for God’s house
or the poor, but for ourselves.
Saul said the animals were kept as sacrifices to God,
were for God’s enjoyment. But who ends up eating
what is left after the sacrifice? Back then meat was a
delicacy; it wasn’t all the time that the people could
enjoy meat. And so the best of the animals were
saved, so after they were sacrificed to the Lord, the
people could eat this rib eye, that lamb chop, so that
the meat wouldn’t be wasted. Their pleasure had been
misplaced - they desired the meat more than the smile
of God!
Church, do you desire God more than anything else?
Does God satisfy you, or do you still seek other things?
Every time we swoop on our desires by our own will,
we are saying to God, “God, I find more enjoyment and
delight in this than in obedience to you.”
Lastly, disobedience to God happens when we have
wrong perspectives of ourselves. In 1 Samuel 15:17,
Samuel said to Saul, “Although you were small in your
own eyes, didn’t God made you king, didn’t He make
you great?” Why did he say this? I can only think of two
possible reasons: 1) Saul is still small in his own eyes,
or 2) Saul got ahead of himself; or it could be both
reasons.

In verse 12, when Samuel went looking for Saul, he
was told that Saul had gone to a place called Carmel to
set up a monument. We also know that Saul swooped
onto the spoils of war and kept the Amalekite king
prisoner.
Saul built the monument in his own honour, for his own
military achievement. He kept the spoils to make
himself rich and powerful, and by keeping a king
prisoner he made himself a king of kings.
What Saul is doing is trying to prove himself to the
people. This is a wrong perspective of self: to make
one’s self out as somebody able to get more praise
from people, while missing the praise of the One who
matters the most.
Church, are we still small in our own eyes? Is that the
reason why we try to prove ourselves to the world, to
chase the applause of men? “I’ll do anything for higher
grades to prove to people I’m not worthless… I’ll find
myself a 10/10 trophy wife just to prove to people that
I’m a charmer… I’ll earn a lot of money, buy all these
branded things so that people think I’m rich.”
Oh little do we know that in God’s eyes, we don’t need
to prove a thing; to Him we are not worthless trash but
treasure. God is so charmed by you already, He loves
you; why are you trying to gain riches when He says,
“Look, have I not given you the title as my heirs? All
this, all that I own is your inheritance. Have I not given
my Son who is the darling of heaven? Why are you still
hungry for recognition, my beloved son, my precious
daughter? Why?”
At the end of times, whatever praise I get from people
won’t matter as much. I don’t need people to say to
me, “Dexter, you’re a good preacher, you’re a good
pastor, well done mate, you made it to Reverend and
then to Bishop…” What will matter most to me is what
Christ says to me that day; will He say to me, “Depart
away from me, I never knew you”?That’s scary
because He is not saying, “I once knew you, ”but“ I
never knew you.”
Or will He say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
That line is what I want to hear…well done, good and
faithful servant…that is what I am living for.
What are you living for?
Can you hear the anguish in Samuel’s voice: “Saul,
open your eyes, has God not taken you from the least
of the tribes of Israel, least in the families of the
Benjamites, and made you King of His people? Why
did you have to go and disobey Him to earn the
recognition of man. Wasn’t recognition from God
enough?”
Or let’s say Saul got ahead of himself. He didn’t care
for God’s name, he wanted a name for himself. In 1
Samuel 15:23, Samuel says, “For rebellion is like the
sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.”
What does this mean?

that no one should practise divination, sorcery or
witchcraft; these are detestable to God.
John Piper says that divination is the act of turning
away from the guidance of God to consult another
source; it is to say to God, “I will consult my palms, a
crystal ball, tarot cards, a Ouija board, or I’ll consult my
own mind or Google… excuse me God, and let me see
if they agree with you… I will decide for myself what is
wrong and right, I will decide for myself which path I
will take…I will control my own future.”
Furthermore, arrogance is like the evil of idolatry.
Arrogance is when you become your own idol; we
disobey because we think we are better than God. You
might not say it, but your action of disobedience shows
it.
Jesus says, “I am the Good shepherd, my sheep
hears, recognises my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me.” We do not lead God, we are His followers,
His sheep. He is the Good shepherd who lays down
His life for His sheep. We need to get the right
perspective of ourselves here; we are not small, we are
not big, but we are loved.
Church, you need to have the right perspective of
yourself through the eyes of God, that you are loved. If
you can understand this truth, it will liberate you - it will
liberate you from despair, from thinking you’re not good
enough, or from pride, from thinking that you’re too
good.
Based on this perspective that you are loved, you will
realise, “Oh, I’m a sinner; I’m filthy and I’m guilty, but
I’m forgiven because Christ died for me… He calls me
His child and I get to be with Him forever now? I didn’t
have to do anything to earn His love, it was absolutely
free?’
The Bible says it is by Grace that we are saved, not by
works, so that no one may boast. The view that we are
loved will not leave us pessimistic nor will it lead to
pride; instead, all that is left is praise.
To sum up, disobedience to God happens when we
have a wrong perspective of the Word of God, a wrong
perspective off ear, a wrong perspective of desire and
wrong perspectives of ourselves.
Church, our obedience to God is an expression of love
to Him. Jesus says, “If you love me you’ll obey my
commands.” The only way you will ever obey God
more is to love Jesus more, and only with the Holy
Spirit’s help can you do so.
Keep your focus on Christ, ponder upon what He has
done on the Cross for you. Marvel at His love for you.
John says we can only love Christ because He first
loved us (1 John 4:19).The more you realise or come
to terms with how much Jesus loves you and the more
you love Him, the more you will naturally obey Him.

At the end of Deuteronomy 18, God had already laid
out rules that no one is to burn their kids in sacrifice,
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PASTORS’ FORUM, METHODIST HOUSE
20TH TO 23RD FEBURARY 2017
By Rev. Pin Hien Lam
The Pastors’ Forum consisted of five
theme talks delivered by Rev. Dr
Wilfred Ho, three special interest
talks by Rev. Meng Tee Gan, and
three morning devotions by our district superintendents
– Rev. Alexis Lui (East), Rev. Tiong Ting Ling (South)
and Rev. Milton Nee (West).
The theme talks by Rev. Dr Ho addressed the Annual
Conference’s two-year theme, “Reforming the Church,
Transforming the Community.” They sought to identify
the problems facing the church today so that we know
what and where we must change in order to address
those problems. Only then, can the church start to
transform the community.
Rev. Ho suggested that the problems facing our church
today can be traced back to the Reformation and the
emergence of the evangelical church of which the
Methodist Church claims to be a part. Drawing on
David Bebbington’s book, “Evangelicalism in Modern
Britain”, Rev. Ho identified four characteristics of
evangelical churches – (1) conversionism, with its
emphasis on the conversion experience, (2) activism,
an emphasis on evangelism and other church
activities, (3) biblicism, a devotion to the Bible as the
source of spiritual truths, and (4) crucicentrism, a focus
on the cross as the central message of the gospel.
Fixation on certain aspects of these characteristics
have, in turn, resulted in three dichotomies for the
church today.
The first dichotomy is “this life versus the life to come.”
Evangelicals tend to focus on the future rather than the
present. They tend to emphasize on converting the lost
rather than being concerned about how they live after
their conversion. In its extremity, evangelicalism’s only
goal is for people to enter heaven. As a result, the
gospel message has little or nothing to do with the
convert’s everyday life. There is a disconnection
between life on Sunday, and life during the week. We a
need to reintegrate the eschatological destiny of
believers with their present daily walk and to overcome
the disconnection between life on a Sunday, and life
during the rest of the week. Rev. Ho brought us back to
the roots of Methodism, to the General Rules of the
Methodist Church, calling for all Methodists to “do no
harm,” to “do good,” and to “attend all the ordinances
of God.” We were reminded of Wesley’s sermons,
calling for believers to pursue holiness and Christian
perfection with the concepts of prevenient grace,
justifying grace, sanctifying grace and perfecting grace.
We need to embrace these doctrinal principles, teach
them, and apply them in our local churches so that the
gospel is relevant for both the present and the future.
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The second dichotomy is “individual versus
communal.” Evangelicalism has not been very
successful in building a healthy relationship between
the individual and the community. Salvation has
become a very personal faith. On the surface this may
not be wrong, but some Christians have become
absolute individualists. They believe they are
accountable to God for their own faith; they do not
need anyone to hold them accountable. On the other
hand, some churches have taken a consumerist
approach to ministry. We do not want to offend
members by telling them they have done wrong. So
they end up living their own life without being
accountable. There is a need to reintegrate individuals
with others for mutual accountability. Again, we have
the solution in our Methodist roots. Consistent with the
Bible’s teaching on the church as the body of Christ,
the “General Rules of the Methodist Church” also
regards Christians as people needing to belong to a
society, a class, or a band for spiritual growth and
accountability – “to be united in order to pray together,
to receive the word of exhortation, and to watch over
one another in love, that they may help each other to
work out their salvation.” We can examine how Wesley
organised the standard bands, the penitent bands and
the select band to help Christians grow, to recover
from back-sliding, and to prepare for leadership roles.
How can the concept of societies, classes and bands
can be applied to our current context to reintegrate
individuals with others for mutual accountability?
The third dichotomy is “the body versus the soul.” It
stems from the notion that the most important thing is
the soul, not the physical body. As a result, we tend to
neglect the physical needs of the person. At the
corporate level, the church cares more about the
spiritual needs of the community than its physical
needs. As a result the church has little or nothing to do
with the surrounding community; it has become
irrelevant to the community. There is, therefore a need
to reintegrate the body with the spirit in our
interpretation of the gospel; to embrace others’ needs
and to practise gospel love. In Wesley’s “A Plain
Account of the People Called Methodists,” we find
people appointed as “visitors of the sick,” to the prison
ministry, and to all forms of social work. This is the
Methodist DNA which we need to re-discover and
embrace so that the church can continue to be relevant
to the community.
At the core of the reformation of the church, however,
is the pastor. The pastor must take the lead as one
who has answered the call to become preachers of the
Word, to teach, to guide, and to shepherd God’s bride
into the future with humility and honesty. We saw the

At the core of the reformation of the church, however,
is the pastor. The pastor must take the lead as one
who has answered the call to become preachers of the
Word, to teach, to guide, and to shepherd God’s bride
into the future with humility and honesty. We saw the
example of John Wesley who earn all he could, saved
all he could, and gave all he could. The examples of
John Wesley and John Fletcher could perhaps inspire
us to be preachers who “throw themselves” into efforts
to spread the gospel. What does it mean to be a
servant of Christ?
Rev. Gan delivered three talks regarding the Methodist
pastor. In the first talk, “The Ministry of Word and
Sacraments,” we were reminded that the Methodist
Ministry is a covenantal ministry whereby itinerant
ministers bind themselves in a covenant to live in
mutual trust and concern with one another (Book of
Discipline, para 151). This covenantal relationship
should guide how pastors relate to one another and
care for one another, as well as for our sister churches.
We were reminded of the centrality of the Lord’s
Supper in Christian worship and the role of the minister
as a “liturgist” of Christ (Rom. 15:16), for it is in the
Lord’s Supper that Christian worship is truly
distinguished from all other religious worship.
In the second talk on “The Calling of Pastors,” we were
reminded that we have been called by God and set
apart by the Church to represent Christ on earth. In
Acts 13:2-3, it was God the Holy Spirit who called Paul
and Barnabas and it was the church that set them
apart by the laying on of hands and prayer. Being set
apart, Paul and Barnabas left all that they had been
doing and devoted all their time to the ministry of the
Gospel. In other words, to be set apart or consecrated
means being offered entirely to God, having no other
use than to be in the service of God. This
understanding of being called and set apart, should
guide the pastor in working out his ministry to the
Church and to the world - with love and humility on the
one hand, and courage on the other. The role of
pastors as representatives of Christ has its biblical
basis in Jn. 21:15-17where our Lord Jesus entrusted
his sheep to the apostles through Peter, and Eph. 4:11

-13 where pastors are described as a gift from God to
his people, to image God’s shepherding presence to
his beloved flock. How will this affect our attitudes and
actions toward the flock whom God has entrusted to
us?
Rev. Gan’s third and final talk, “The Ministry of the
Word,” presented the biblical bases for the teaching
priesthood (Lev. 10:11) and called on pastors to be
competent (1 Tim. 3:3) and sober-minded (Col. 1:28) in
their preaching and teaching ministry. The clerical
collar and preaching gown are the marks of this special
calling to be a learned minister of the Word, a work that
requires pastors to be people of prayer and lovers of
God’s word. As priests, pastors are messengers of
God (Mal. 2:7). Therefore, pastors must convey the
Word of God truthfully and faithfully. He must neither
subtract from the Lord’s message (Dt. 12:32) nor add
to it (Rev. 22:18). Pastors need to spend time in the
Lord’s presence, to listen to His Spirit, and to receive
the words He wants us to deliver. Only then would we
be able to feed the flock with healthy food.
The Pastors’ Forum ended with discussions led by
members of the Board on the Ministry. One was on the
administration of Holy Communion for children and the
other was on certain aspects the Ministerial Policy
Handbook. All in all, it was wonderful time of learning
and fellowship and getting to know our ministries
better.
Our sincere thanks to our speakers, Rev. Dr Wilfred Ho
and Rev. Meng Tee Gan for their in- depth research
and teaching, our district superintendents for leading
the devotions, the Board on the Ministry for organising
the forum, Logos Academy for the use of their
premises and facilities, and to Mrs Esther Wong and
brothers and sisters from Camberwell Methodist
Church and Monash Methodist Church for their
hospitality. All praise and thanks to our God for His
abundant blessings!

Bishop Kwang with all the cooks
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BISHOP’S SCHEDULE
⇒ 03/03/2017

WFCMC Council meeting in Hong Kong

⇒ 05 - 14/03/2017

Disciple Training and Preaching overseas

⇒ 16 - 19/03/2017

Attending CMCNZ Mission Conference in Tauranga, NZ

⇒ 26/03/2017

Conducting 1st Local Conference at Grace MC and Preaching

⇒ 31/03 - 02/04/2017

Teaching Methodist Studies in Melbourne

⇒ 02/04/2017

Preaching at Trinity

⇒ 07 - 09/04/2017

Teaching Methodist Studies in Melbourne

⇒ 30/04/2017

Preaching at Holy MC

THANKSGIVING & PRAYER ITEMS
THANKSGIVING
Thank God for:
• All the safe travel of Bishop and Mrs Kwang, and for all the

Pastors & Leaders in their faithful labor in carrying out their
various ministries faithfully.
• The fruitful ministries carried out by Short term Mission

teams from our local churches in December 16 and January
17 and for keeping them safe and well.
• The wonderful Pastors’ Forum and Retreat held in Methodist

House from 21 to 24 February. We thank God for the theme
talk speaker—Rev. Dr. Wilfred Ho, and special talk speaker,
Rev. Meng Tee Gan for faithfully delivering God’s messages
to the Pastoral Team of CMCA.
• For the safe travel of all our coworkers to and from

Melbourne for the Pastors’ Forum and Retreat, and also the
safe return of all families and students from their summer
holiday.

• All the local churches to faithfully reach out to new students

coming from overseas to come to Australia to study in the
local colleges and universities.
• God to provide good tenants for several vacant rooms in the

Methodist House.
• The Lord to provide the monthly expenses of Board of

Missions for mission work around Australia and overseas.
Pray that His people will continue to support and give $1 a
day to the Mission fund.
Local Churches – Pray for:
• All the local churches/ preaching centres to work together

with the Annual Conference to implement all the plans
adopted by the Conference for 2017.
• The building fund required for the Holy Methodist Church,

SUPPLICATION
CMCA – Pray for:
• God to continue to lead and guide all the Pastors to carry

out the various ministries entrusted to them in the new year
2017 to preach and teach on the theme of “Reforming the
Church, Transforming the Community” .
• Individual from our Local Churches/Preaching Centers to

keep focusing on the importance of prayer and fasting particular during this Season of Lent, and the to hunger after
God’s Word spending time on studying on the Word of God.
• All the Local Churches/Preaching Centers to catch on the

vision of Disciple making, and their involvement in Missions,
and to form Covenant Disciple Groups .
• More young people to take up LAMM Courses to equip

themselves to be local preachers, or to be fulltime workers
in God’s Kingdom.
• All the fellowship to carry out their ministries effectively.
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Morley Preaching Centre and Faith Methodist Church.
• All the pastors to continue serving faithfully in the local

church or preaching center that he or she had been
appointed. The church members to participate in serving
faithfully and to give generously towards the various funds
for ministries in the local churches.
CMCA Pastors and their families – Pray for:
• The physical, mental and spiritual well-being of all the

pastors. Pray for God to use his servants to minister to His
people and to further God’s Kingdom.
• Bishop Kwang & Mrs Kwang for good health, and sufficient

grace and strength for safe travel and to cope with the many
ministries engagement.
• Our 3 District Superintendents, Rev. Milton Nee, Rev. Tiong

Ting Ling and Rev. Alexis Lui for grace, wisdom and
strength to co-ordinate the ministries in each district.

• Rev. King Ming Wu, Rev. Mei Hua Chan and Pastor Xiao

Min Cai & his wife, Vanessa, Ps Stephen Wong, who are
serving in our Mission District in PNG and all the brothers
and sisters in PNG. Please pray for protection and good
health .

• Pastor Esther Yung serving in Solomon Islands Preaching

Centre.
• Rev. Peck Kui Kwang and for Rev. Elijah for God’s

healing .
• Mrs. Laura Su, Mrs. Pang and Mrs. Ha for God’s healing.
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会督 Bishop
联络人：
：赖志向 Chee Lai 0418 248 755
联络人
官佰全牧师 Rev. Dr James Kwang Mobile: 0414 073 737 崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 9:30am （华语 Mandarin）
Email: revjkwang@gmail.com
墨尔本 Melbourne. Victoria (VIC)
卫理办公室 CMCA Office
1219 Dandenong Road, East Malvern 3145, VIC
谢恩堂 Camberwell Methodist Church
Australia. Tel/Fax: (03) 9994 7250
Email: cmca.melbourneoffice@gmail.com

年会会友领袖 CMCA Lay Leader
陈守仁 Joseph Ting 0413 866 887
年会文书 CMCA Secretary
林国地Thomas Ling 0403 250 373
澳东教区 AUSTRALIA EAST DISTRICT
教区长:雷少康牧师 Rev Alexis Lui 0402 419 361
布里斯本 Brisbane, Queensland (QLD)
福恩堂 Eight Mile Plains Methodist Church

5 Levington Rd., Eight Mile Plains QLD 4113
Tel: (07) 3841 4483
Rev. Alexis Lui - 0402 419 361
Email: alexislui@bigpond.com
Rev David Tay - 0422 091 598
Rev Kong Eing Tiong - 0432 949 122
Email: fet112014@gmail.com
Sunday Service: 9:00am
Mandarin /
English
Wishart Preaching Point,
Cnr Ham Rd & Wishart Rd, Wishart, QLD 4122
Sunday Service: 3:00pm
Mandarin

雷少康牧师
郑日强牧师
张功荣牧师
崇拜时间
英语
）

58 Cooloongatta Rd., Camberwell, VIC 3124
Tel/Fax: (03) 9889 0702
Rev Ling Tiong Ting 0405 651 123
Email: glzbmriwb@gmail.com
Rev Elijah Chew 0421 468 655
Email: echew07@gmail.com
Rev Christina Bee Kheng Cheong
0421 993 927 Email: cheongb@hotmail.com

林忠傧牧师
周家熹牧师
钟美琼牧师
驻任会督：
驻任会督：官佰全会督
Resident Bishop: Bishop James Kwang - 0414 073 737
附属：
附属：颜明智牧师 Rev Meng Tee Gan (退休Retired)
0433 231 415 Email: ganmengtee@hotmail.com
雷雯冰牧师 Rev Wen Ping Loi （退休Retired）
0412 182 088 Email: wploi@hotmail.com
崇拜时间 Sunday Service:
9:00am （华语 Mandarin）11:00am （英文 English）
Wyndham Preaching Point
200 Tarneit Road, Werribee, VIC
2:30pm
Mandarin

（华语

）

沐恩堂 City Light Methodist Church
717 Flinders St., Docklands, VIC 3008
鄢礼银牧师 Rev Peter Yong - 0429 030 390
Email: peterlyong@gmail.com
崇拜时间
（华语
） 崇拜时间 Sunday Service:
11:00am （华语 Mandarin / 英语 English）
主恩堂 Sherwood Methodist Church
405 Oxley Rd, Sherwood, QLD 4075
荣恩堂 Glory Methodist Church
Tel/Fax: (07) 3278 6899
1393 High Street, Wantirna South VIC
彭能顺牧师 Rev. Neng Soon Pang 0450 065 775
方友义牧师 Rev Yu Ngee Houng 0430 576 633
Ps Sean Kong 0431 346 138
Email: hymarudi@gmail.com
附属:陈周荣牧师 Rev Dr Michael Tan（退休Retired） 崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 2:30pm （华语 Mandarin）
0414 639 859
思源堂 Monash Methodist Church
王连进牧师 Rev Paul Wong（退休Retired）
118-122 Wellington Rd., Clayton, VIC
0413 993 292
黄永森牧师 Rev Dr Albert Wong 0433 015 363
崇拜时间 Sunday Service:
Email: ingseng@hotmail.com
9:00am （华语 Mandarin/英语 English）
崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 4:30pm （华语 Mandarin）
Chinese Preaching Point
11 Hamish Street, Calamvale, QLD 4116
Preston Methodist Church
崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 10am（华语 Mandarin） 怀恩堂
101b Royal Pde, Reservoir, VIC 3073.
洪南明牧师 Rev Scott Ang 0406 702 070
坎培拉 Canberra, (ACT)
Email: scottangdorothyhow@gmail.com
坎培拉佈道所 Canberra ACT Preaching Ctr.
附属：
附属：夏长华牧师 Rev Dr James Ha （退休Retired）
Corner Launceston St. & Melrose Dr., Lyons ACT 2606
0428 947 778 Email:jamesha1949@gmail.com
Tel: (02) 6247 6249
崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 10am （华语 Mandarin）
周丽芳本处传道Supply Ps. Zhou Li Fang (0402 387 614) 三一堂 Trinity Methodist Church
P.O. Box 201, Dickson
157 Kidds Road, Doveton, VIC 3177
Email:aulifang2002@yahoo.com.au
Tel: (03) 9794 7525
崇拜时间 Sunday Service:1:30pm （华语 Mandarin） 陆同佑牧师
Rev. Alvin Liik 0426 817 818
Email: alvinliik99@gmail.com
悉尼 Sydney, New South Wales (NSW)
刘晋福牧师 Rev Michael Lau 0413 233 222
救恩堂 Carlton Methodist Church
Email: mkinglau@me.com
17 Planthurst Rd., Carlton, NSW 2218
崇拜时间 Sunday Service:
Tel: (02) 9546 2632
9:00am （华语 Mandarin）/ 11:00am （英文 English）
丘品尧牧师Rev Samuel Pin Yao Chiu 0450 003 447
Berwick Preaching Point
李金龙传道Ps Kam Loon Lee 0430 369 382
21A,Bemersyde Drive, Berwick, Vic 3806
崇拜时间 Sunday Service:
崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 2pm（华语 Mandarin)
10:00am （华语 Mandarin / 英文 English）
塔斯马尼亚 Tasmania (TAS)
佳恩堂 Redeemer Methodist Church
信恩堂 Faith Methodist Church
46 Sorrell St., Parramatta, NSW 2150
239 Sandy Bay Rd., Sandy Bay, TAS 7005
张济富传道 Ps David Tiong 0433 749 238
Mail Address: 32, Pine Ave., Kingston, TAS 7050
Email: redeemer@cmca.org.au
TBA 后委
崇拜时间 : 3:00pm （华语 Mandarin/ 英文 English） 联络人：
联络人：林书贤 Vincent Ling 0403 140 951
澳南教区 AUSTRALIA SOUTH DISTRICT
崇拜时间 Sunday Service:2:00pm （华语 Mandarin）
教区长：
教区长：林忠傧牧师 Rev Ling Tiong Ting 0405 651 123 颂恩堂 Praise Methodist Church
阿得雷德 Adelaide, South Australia (SA)
100 Invermay Rd., Invermay, TAS 7248
Mail Address: P.O.Box 357, Mowbray, Launceston 7248
思恩堂 Goodwood Methodist Church
Tel: (03) 6326 4303 (T)
158-160 Goodwood Rd., Goodwood, SA 5034
官清忠牧师 Rev Ching Jong Kwang 0487 288 971
Tel/Fax: (08) 7123 3723
Email:cjkwang740719@gmail.com
林文光牧师 Rev Gloria Ling 0420 227 956
崇拜时间
Sunday Service:10:00am （华语 Mandarin）
Email: glorialing@hotmail.com
崇拜时间 Sunday Service:
真道事奉与宣教学院
10:30am (英文 English / 华语 Mandarin)
Logos Academy for Ministry & Missions (LAMM)
圣恩堂 Holy Methodist Church
卫理大厦 Methodist House
7 Churchill Road, Ovingham 5082
刘利宇院长 Rev. Dr. Timothy Lau - (03) 9973 6137
(TBA 候委)
Email: principal@lamm.org.au
（华语

澳西教区 AUSTRALIA WEST DISTRICT
教区长：
教区长：林宝强牧师 Rev Milton Nee
0457 068 108
柏斯 Perth, West Australia (WA)

感恩堂 Grace Methodist Church
226 Anstey Rd., Forrestdale, WA 6112
林宝强牧师 Rev Milton Nee - 0457 068 108
Email: pastornee@gmail.com
林良敏传道 Ps Shirley Ling - 0434 225 199
阮伟德传道 Ps Dexter Nguyen - 0426 265 707
崇拜时间 Sunday Service:
9:00am / 11:00am （英语 English）
Monday Service 7:30pm （华语 Mandarin）
神恩堂 Immanuel Methodist Church
33 Cloister Ave., Manning, WA 6152 Tel: (08) 9450 7700
苏本仁牧师 Rev. Allen Su - 0424 685 582
Email: alljsu@gmail.com
刘孙宏传道 Ps Alan Lau 0448 259 566
陈芳恩传道 Ps Michael Ting
崇拜时间 Sunday Service:
8.30am/7pm （中文Mandarin）11:00am (英语English)
信望堂 Hope Methodist Church
28-32 Nicol Rd, Parkwood 6147, WA.
Mail address: 3, Jooleen Way, Thornlie, WA 6108
Ps Michael Ting
Sunday Service: 4:00pm
English

陈芳恩传道
崇拜时间
（英文
蒙恩堂 Kingsway Methodist Church

）

38-40 Kingsway, Nedlands, WA 6009
Tel: (08) 9389 9248
Rev P.H. Lam - 0422 199 980
Rev Wong King Ping 0405 088 979
Sunday Service:
9:00am
Mandarin / 11:15am
English

蓝秉贤牧师
黄敬平牧师
崇拜时间
（华语
）
宣恩堂 Gospel Methodist Church

（英文

）

Venue: 62 Royal St. Kenwick, WA 6107
Mail Address: 34 Firefalls Close, Huntingdale WA 6110.
Tel: (08) 9398 8220
Rev. Dr Hwa Jin Jung 0402 141 544
Email: dinghwajen@gmail.com
Sunday Service:
8:45am
Mandarin English

丁华镇牧师
崇拜时间
（华语
Morley

/

英语）
英语）

佈道所 Morley Preaching Centre

3, Chertley street, Morley, WA 6062
Rev Dr Albert Chiew 0420 844 278
Email: albertchiew@gmail.com
Sunday Service: 2:30pm

周政强牧师
崇拜时间
巴布新几内亚 Papua New Guinea
天恩堂 Methodist Church in PNG

Lot 29-33, Section 171, Malolo Estate, 8 Miles Port
Moresby, NCD, Papua New Guinea
Mail Address: P.O.Box 592, Vision City Waigani NCD,
Papua New Guinea
Rev. Ngu King Ming +(675) 7000-8798
Email: kingmingwu@gmail.com
Sunday Service: 9:30am
Mandarin
Vanimo Methodist Preaching Centre
Rev. Chan Mei Hua
Email: tenlex2@yahoo.com
Sunday Service: 7:30pm
Kimbe Methodist Preaching Centre
Ps Cai Xiaoming &
Ps Lu
Yaping
Email: cxm081689@gmail.com/20110701lyp@gmail.com
Sunday Service: 7:30pm
Madang Preaching Centre
Lot 3, Section 128 Modilon Road
Ps Stephen Wong
Sunday Service: 7:30pm

吴庆明牧师
崇拜时间

陈美花牧师

崇拜时间

蔡晓明传道

（华语

）

陆亚萍本处传道

崇拜时间

王涛传道
崇拜时间

所罗门岛屿佈道所 Solomon Islands Preaching Centre
Sunvalley Cross Rd., Lungga, Honiara,Solomon Islands
杨小琳传道(677)7405054
Elite Enterprise Ltd., PO Box 1388, Solomon Islands
崇拜时间 Service: 2:00pm （华语 Mandarin）
本会在神学院服事的牧者
Ministers serving in other Organizations
陈廷忠牧师 Rev. Dr. Justin Tan - (03) 98 817 800
廖玉强牧师 Rev. Dr. Yuk Chong Liong - (03) 9881 7800

