Bishop Kwang and Mrs Kwang with Carlton MC Pastors and Church
Leaders cutting the 25th Anniversary cake on 13th November.
 13/11官会督伉俪与救恩堂牧者及教会领袖们齐切廿五周年蛋糕时

Bishop Dr. James Kwang ordaining Pastor Christina Cheong as Deacon.
在官佰全会督（博士）按立钟美琼传道为副牧时影。

摄。

Bishop Dr. James Kwang presenting the Deacon Ordination Certificate to
Pastor Christina Cheong after her ordination.
钟美琼传道受按立后，官佰全会督呈上她之副牧证书留影 。

Bishop Dr. James Kwang with President Dr. King Tai Tie and the District
Superintendents, Board on the Ministry Chairman and Superintendent of
CMCNZ Rev. Adrian King laying hands on Rev. David Tay.
图示官佰全会督与池金代会长、各教区长、牧职部主席及纽西兰卫
理公会监理龚紫阳牧师按手按立郑日强牧师。

Bishop Dr. James Kwang presenting the Elder Ordination Certificate Rev.
David Tay after his ordination.
郑日强牧师受按立后，官佰全会督呈上他之长牧证书留影。

Bishop Dr. James Kwang presenting love gift to the guest speaker,
President Dr. King Tai Tie.
图示官佰全会督增送爱心礼物于大会嘉宾讲员池金代会长（博
士）。

Bishop Kwang presenting a memento to the newly consecrated bishop of The Methodist
Church In Singapore, Bishop Chin Chung Chong (2 December 2016).
02/12/2016 官会督增送纪念品于新加坡卫理公会新选张振忠会督时影 。

More photos front inside cover for Chinese
更多相片在中文版的封面背页

Bishop Exhortation

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
We thank God for the recently concluded 15th Annual Conference Session held in
Melbourne from 24 to 27 November. Below is an extract of my Episcopal Address delivered
at the Annual Conference Session. The main points have been extracted for the benefit of
all our members.
CMCA VISION: Glorifying Our God, Edifying His People
2015-2018 THEME: Transforming the Community: Covenant Disciples & Missions
2015 Being Methodists; Loving God Wholeheartedly
2016 Being Methodists; Growing in Spiritual Holiness
2017 Being Methodists; Reforming the Church
2018 Being Methodists; Transforming the Community

A. FOCUS ON THE THEME FOR THE NEXT 2 YEARS
Our theme for next year 2017is: “Being Methodists, Reforming the Church,” and the continuing theme for
2018 is “Being Methodists, Transforming the Community.” Therefore, I propose that we will work at the
2017 and 2018 theme as one following through for the two years’ period linking them together. Hence, it
should read: Theme for 2017 and 2018: “Reforming the Church, Transforming the Community”.
John Wesley says, “The Gospel of Christ knows of no religion, but social; no holiness but social holiness.”
Such call to holiness demanded that all Methodists need to develop a proactive attention to and concern for
society and politics. This leads us to Wesley’s ideas of social concern – not just living a life of personal
holiness but also social holiness and thus spreading scriptural holiness across the nation. To succeed in
doing that, the Church needs reforming, first the pastors, and then the lay. Only then, as the Methodist
Church we can become agents of healing and transformation to the community.

B. THE PROPOSED PLAN WORKING AT ACTUALIZING OUR THEME FOR 2017 & 2018
Our pastors need to be nurtured so that having a firm grasp of their identity knowing who we are as Methodist
and they in turn can nurture the lay members at large. The Board on the Ministry will be organizing a four-day
Pastors’ Retreat in Melbourne next year in February and a two-day retreat just prior to the Annual Conference
Session in November.
The February Pastors’ Retreat aims to help all pastors to re-affirm their calling and their identity as Methodist
Pastors so that they will be have a thorough understanding and a firm grasp of the Methodist roots, heritage,
tradition and its distinctive doctrines. We will invite very experienced and renowned Methodist ministers to be
our speakers. For the November retreat, the pastoral team will spend time in prayers and fellowship, and to
let God’s Word challenge and strengthen us. We have invited Rev. Dr Dennis Ngien, a great preacher and
theologian used by God greatly in different parts of the world. The Board expects all the Local Churches
together with the Annual Conference to fully cooperate with the Board to support this plan.
The World Federation of Chinese Methodist Churches (WFCMC) will hold its 6th Mission Conference in Hong
Kong next year from 13 to 16 July. I would encourage all pastors to attend, as after the last Mission
Conference held in Taiwan in 2012, all the pastors and leaders who went testified that they were greatly
encouraged and challenged.
The Board on the Ministry expects the East and West Districts to hold their biennial Aldersgate Seminar next
year as outlined in last year’s plan. As for this year, we only had the South District holding the Aldersgate
seminar in Melbourne, and it was well organized with good attendance.
As we affirm ourselves that God is establishing our church with the mission and mandate to spread scriptural
holiness “to reform the church, in transforming the community”, as such we need to work at actualizing
our theme. The Board on the Ministry and Board of Laity in conjunction with all the other Boards in this regard
proposed the following plans / ministries:
1. To implement the covenant groups adopted by the Conference in 2014. (Note: For those local churches
who have not done that.)
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2. To carry out weekly prayer meeting, more in the format of a simple service concentrating on prayer, and
to continue to encourage fasting.
3. To emphasise on attending the Sunday worship service, and to encourage more lay people to serve in
the church, and in the fellowships.
4. To organise materials for Bible reading and meditation emphasising the importance of daily personal
devotion. To develop Adult Sunday School curriculum for Adult Sunday School by the Board of Christian
Education.
5. To introduce and teach about worship and church year. The Board of Worship and Music will provide
Advent and Lent seasons’ materials for devotion. To produce a Conference liturgical calendar with
introduction to church year and seasons. To provide resources for special Sundays.
6. To faithfully participate in the Great Commission, including planning for evangelistic meetings and
evangelistic worship services, evangelism training, and continue to carry out mission works, and to
support missionaries.
7. To continue the Discipleship programme adopted by our Conference

C. MOBILIZING BOTH THE CLERGY & LAY TO REFORM THE CHURCH & TO TRANSFORM
THE COMMUNITY
To actualize our vision, the Pastors of the Local Churches need to be actively involved in leading the
members in spreading scriptural holiness – to work at reforming the Church and transforming the community.
The pulpit preaching will emphasize on living out our lives of scriptural holiness desiring to reform our church
and transforming the community through individual, and corporate holy living as a Christian faith community.
We will conduct seminar for our lay members throughout the different cities in Australia in the second half of
next year to bring an awareness of who we are, as being called to be Methodist Christians to be organized by
the Board of Laity. The different program Boards will also plan the ministries / activities that help in actualizing
the theme – to reform the church i.e. to regain our identity as a Methodist Church which promotes the
spreading of scriptural holiness in transforming the society.

D. MINISTERIAL STAFF RECRUITMENT & TRAINING
We thank God for the church planting effort by the Churches in the various Districts. We have a few
expanding Preaching Points / Preaching Centres, which will soon be ready to be constituted as Local
Churches. The Conference needs to cater for the growing needs of having more pastors to pastor the local
churches. The Board on the Ministry is working at recruiting pastoral staff through the accredited Bible
colleges in Australia for the short term.
Our long-term planning is to have graduates from our Logos Academy for Ministry and Missions (LAMM) who
will be able to fulfil the Conference need for more pastoral staff. The Board will also approve some of our
Local Preachers to be recruited as Local Pastors as and when necessary.
We must set up a committee to consider how we can invite more Australian grown or Australian born pastors
to join our pastoral team as there are great needs in the English Congregation in our local churches.

E.STRENGTHENING OUR CHURCH
STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION

GOVERNANCE

AND

CHURCH

CONNEXIONAL

The Methodist Church has a very sound connexional governance structure with different levels of
accountability, i.e. at the Local, District and Annual Conference levels. As a young Annual Conference, we
continue to strengthen our church governance by adhering to The Methodist Book of Disciplines closely.
As Methodist pastors and leaders (and so filter through to the members), we need to fully grasp the
connexional structure of the Methodist Church. We must not only think but also act connectively and
collectively as ONE CHURCH. I am reinforcing this because after 20 plus years since the formation of the
CMCA Mission conference, at present not all local churches have incorporated all the activities, projects, and
ministries into their local church planning as directed by the District and the Conference. A Methodist Local
Church should not be seen as acting independently, detaching itself from the Districts and/or the Conference.

F.CHURCH PROPERTY
The Executive Board has authorized for a feasibility study to be carried out in the coming months to ascertain
whether the empty block of land at the back of the Methodist House can be developed into a 3-storey building
to be used for LAMM, Annual Conference use and for Sunday worship as well.
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CONCLUSION / REFLECTION
We must be truly “proud” of our Methodist roots, heritage, tradition and its distinctiveness. As you know, the
purpose of starting the Methodist movement by the Wesley brothers was to reform the nation; particularly the
church in spreading scriptural holiness across the land which is still our mission and the purpose for our
presence here in this land down-under.
For Methodists, the Christian life of faith always holds out the potential of ever-increasing likeness to Christ in
love through the gracious in-dwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, genuine Christian faith produces
inward and outward holiness. The inward regenerative process cannot help but find expression in an
outwardly improved moral character. This truth must be emphasised to our members, that we will live up to
our theme of “loving God wholeheartedly, and to grow in scriptural holiness (to go on to Christian
perfection), to reform the church and to transform the community” (2015-18).
Let us live up to the distinguished mark of a Methodist. We must ask ourselves, “Who is a Methodist?” Our
answer should be: “A Methodist is a person who has the love of God in His heart. This is the gift of God’s
Holy Spirit. And the same Spirit causes the Methodist to love the Lord, His God with all His heart, with all His
soul, with all His mind, and with all His strength.”
We need to recover the sense of wonder and joy which so characterised the early Methodists and the
movement – their evangelism and fellowship, out of the deep certainty of a real experience of the redeeming
love of God in Christ – then there is a great future of service, and of blessedness for “the people called
Methodists.”
May we remain true to ourselves that we do our best to devote ourselves to reform the nation, particularly the
Church, and to spread scriptural holiness over the land.
The theme for the coming two years speaks to such a time; “Reforming the Church, Transforming the
Community.” I believe deeply that this is what God has called us to do and to accomplish: To reform this
nation that was once proudly identified as a Christian nation, a nation under God. A reformation that begins
with the church. A reformation that begins … with OUR church, that begins with us!
If you ask me, “What are the advantages and benefits of being Methodist?” I invite you in reply, “Come and
be part of this movement. Come and join us in this calling and this mission which God has laid upon the
heart of every true Methodist, To reform the nation, particularly the church, and to spread scriptural
holiness over the land. Let this reformation begin with us, O Lord, that we may, by your grace, transform
the community in which we find ourselves!”
Servant of the Lord,

Bishop James Kwang
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Summary Report of the 15th Annual Session of
The Annual Conference of CMCA
By AC Secretary Thomas Ling
1. A. Election:
a) Board of Mission: Rev. Scott Ang (chairperson); Robin Lim; Dennis Loi; Ps. David Tiong; Francis Loh; Rev. James
Ha; Ps. Kam Loong Lee .
b) Board of Finance: Dr.Keong Lim (chairperson); David Wong; Bishop Kwang; Joseph Ting; Andy Ng.
c) Council on the Episcopacy (2017 Chairperson): Philip Hii;
d) AC Treasurer: Jason Wong
B. Replacement Election (for reminder term of office):
a) Board of Nomination: Rev. Nang Soon Peng;
b) The Executive Board: Rev. Albert Wong;
c) Discipline Review Committee: Johnny Hii;
d) Board on Church Development: Daniel Ha and Dennie Ling;
e) New judicial Council member: Rev. Yuk Chong Liong;
f) Board of Christian Education: Rev. Meng Tee Gan;
g) Board of Acknowledgement: Andy Ng;
h) Board on The Ministry: Rev. Tiong Ting Ling & Rev. Alexis Lui and Rev. Albert Wong as the chairperson.
2. Ordinations:
A. Ps. Christina Cheong ordained as Deaconess;
B. Rev. David Tay ordained as an Elder of CMCA.
3. Resolved matters:
a) Paramatta Preaching Point would be constituted as a Local Church starting 2017; and shall be known as Redeemer
Methodist Church.
b) To encourage the English Congregation to become a constituted Local Church and allowed to use the same church
for their services and programs;
c) Board on the Ministry to provide guideline for the West District English Ministry;
d) Resolved for Grace Methodist Church to sell the real property known as: 7 Balannup Road, Harrisdale WA by
more than ¾ majority . Also it was resolved for the Executive Board to decide the purchase of land or church
building as the opportunity arises and proposed by Grace Methodist church;
4. Others:
a) LAMM plans to establish new teaching centres in Adelaide SA and Tasmania in 2017.
b) Faith Methodist Church in Hobart TAs had purchased one property including a house which would be converted
for church purpose gradually;
c) Conference theme for 2017 & 2018 would be: Reforming the Church; Transforming the Community.
d) Venue for 2017 AC would be in Perth, WA and to be hosted by Grace Methodist church.
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By Rev Peter Yong (City Light MC)
The annual pastors’ retreat is a special occasion when all CMCA pastors
get together for a “reunion” of sorts. As another year of ministry draws
to a close, it’s a good opportunity for pastors to catch up with one
another -- especially those from different districts -- to swap ‘war
stories’ in mutual encouragement and spurring each other on.
With that in mind, the retreat at the fantastic facilities of Foothills
Conference Centre (Mooroolbark, VIC) opened with several hours of sharing in the afternoon of 23/11. Pastors shared
their personal stories of jubilation, having experienced God’s intervention and providence in their respective
ministries, as well as difficulties and challenges which they continue to look to God for grace and mercy.
Since 2016 is the year in which twenty-some pastors and families travelled to the USA to participate in the 21st World
Methodist Conference (Houston, Texas) followed by a visit to Asbury Theological Seminary (Wilmore, Kentucky),
several pastors shared about what a wonderful privilege and opportunity the trip has been. While experiences at
Houston have been mixed, ranging from encouragement and -- to some extent -- bewilderment, experiences at
Wilmore were a resounding delight and refreshment, like finding a spring in the middle of a desert! Asbury’s
uncompromising orthodoxy, their warm welcome and generous hospitality all add up to the visitors’ 2 thumbs up!!
As is usually the case, when you get a bunch of people whose vocation revolves so much around talking and sharing,
time quickly ran out that afternoon. Reluctantly, the session had to end as pastors got ready for an evening of fasting
and praying.
Rev. Paul Wong led the evening session as pastors turned their hunger to earnest petitions before The Lord for
personal renewal, as well as the smooth running of the Annual Conference commencing the next evening.
The 2nd day of retreat started early at 6.45am when pastors gathered for a time of devotion. A quick breakfast later -literally, ‘break fast’ (from previous night’s fasting) -- pastors settled in for a real treat when Rev. Joel Siew, retired
pastor and globe-trotting evangelist & church-planter, spoke about God’s amazing works amongst the Asians in
Australia, going as far back as the fledgling days of CMCA formation.
As someone who’s been blessed by Rev. Siew since my youth days, hearing him speak again is so encouraging and
re-assuring. This is because the Rev. Siew who’s standing right in front of us still comes across with the same
unwavering conviction, astounding scholarship and inspiring oration belying the wear-and-tear of 40+ years of
ministry! Here is a prime example of what God can do with jars of clay holding the treasure (2Co 4:7). May God
continue to use this humble vessel for the outpouring of His grace, not just to a bunch of pastors in Australia, but
throughout the ends of the earth!
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The 15th Session of Chinese Methodist Church of Australia
Annual Conference Report
Johnny Hii (Praise MC)
The 15th Session of Chinese Methodist Church of
Australia Annual conference was held at Foothills
Conference Function & Convention Centre, Melbourne
from 24-27 November 2016.
It was a joyous annual reunion of pastors and church
representatives from the different parts of Australia, on
a cool and refreshing afternoon. 109 delegates were
presented, though some delegates were late due to
flight delays and rescheduling. There was a sense of
unity and togetherness among the participants and they
were buzzed with excitement when they finally saw
their interstate co-workers after a long separation (well,
almost a year) from different parts of Australia.
The opening service commenced at 7:30pm, Bishop Dr.
James Kwang was the liturgist of the service, with
guest of honour, Rev. Joel Siew as the speaker. In his
sermon, Rev. Joel Siew first defined the meaning of
“church” in the modern world, and stressed about the
importance to love our church as our home. He also
explained the differences between tithes and offerings
in great details. He stated Christians today often think
that what they give to their local churches are tithes,
when in reality they are offerings. As Jesus’ disciples,
we should love our local churches and give both
offerings and tithes unceasingly.
The participants were also impacted by his powerful
and informative messages about evangelism and Rev.
Joel Siew used different cults as realistic examples to
remind us not to fall into the deceiving traps from
Satan.
The Annual Conference was
declared “open” by Bishop
Dr. James Kwang after the
Holy Communion.
The next day started with a
session of corporate prayers
at 6:30am led by Rev. Pin
Hien Lam. After breakfast,
God speaks through Pastor
Joel Siew and he urged the
delegates to serve our Lord
Jesus Christ in faith and with thanksgiving.
The 15th session of Annual Conference commenced its
General Meeting after the Morning Devotion. A Roll-call
was conducted followed by a series of board committee
elections to replace outgoing/resigned members.
After tea break, Bishop Kwang delivered the Episcopal
Address. His messages were thorough and details, and
provides an overview of our visions and missions to
uphold Methodism in this turbulent time. It was followed
by responses from the district superintendents
represented by Rev. Tiong Ting Ling.
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These was followed by reports from the various boards
and agencies before lunchtime.
The afternoon section started with the ministers’ reports
delivered by district superintendents on behalf of all
local churches/preaching centres, and it also comprised
of the pastors from Papua New Guinea (PNG), the
Solomon Islands and New Zealand. It is worth
mentioning that God works in His own miracle ways.
This could be witnessed from Rev. King Ming Ngu’s
presentation of the evangelism work in PNG. It was an
eye opener for many of us who minister in local, urban
churches. Through her sharing, we had witness the
Grace of God upon those who worked in PNG and their
testimonies to the locals. We pray that God will
continue to provide Rev Ngu and her co-workers with
good health and fervent hearts to continue God’s work.
The various board meetings continued after dinner and
adjourned at 9pm. However, the elders still proceeded
with their individual group discussion until 11pm.
The second morning at Foothills Conference started
with a morning prayers section led by Rev Yu Ngee
Houng. After breakfast, we reconvened in the
conference room for Rev. Joel Siew’s message before
Day-2 General meeting commenced. Day-2 meeting
consisted of reports from various Conference
Businesses and there were discussions on proposals
allocated for the afternoon session.
In the midst of the morning reports, we managed to
pose for a group photo to mark reunion of all pastors
and delegates from Australia and NZ. There was also a
short Q&A session with Bishop Kwang and before he
proceeded to the ordination of elders. After dinner, we
reconvened in the conference room to honour the
retiring Pastor Paul Wong for his years of service in the
Chinese Methodist churches in Australia.
On Sunday, the closing ceremony and worship service
of the 15th Session of the Annual Conference was
organized at the grandeur hall of Hawthorn Art Centre.
The ceremony was co-led by Rev. Elijah Chew
(English) and Rev. James Kong (Chinese). The newly
elected SCAC’s (Sarawak Chinese Annual Conference)
president, Rev. Dr. King Tai Tie was invited to deliver a

timely sermon entitled “It’s not an easy road”, however,
he stressed that serving our Lord should be easy and
without burden, as long as one serves Him wholeheartedly.

The last event of the ceremony was the announcement
of the appointment of district superintendents and
pastors. It was good to see that all pastors answered
their callings for another year in the spirits of unity and
sacrifice.
With the announcement of the venue for 16th session
for Annual Conference, which is at Swan Valley, Perth,
WA, we concluded the 15th session of the Annual
Conference.

The closing ceremony was then conducted by Bishop
Kwang. Newly graduated theological student from WA,
Michael Ting was accepted as member-on trial,
followed by the ordination of 1 deacon (Pastor Christina
Cheong) and 1 elder (Rev. David Tay). It was followed
by the presentation of Pastors’ choir with an aptly titled
song “My covenant”.

It was truly a fruitful 3-day experience. We went, we
discussed, we planned and learned, last but not least,
we had fun, and we returned knowing that we have
gained strength and wisdom to face another year to
“reform the nation and spread scriptural holiness over
the land down under”.
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Richard Leong (Hope MC)
This article is an edited excerpt from an essay written for LAMM’s Methodist Studies course. The essay examined
the characteristic Methodist grouping structure of bands, classes and societies, but this article will focus on just the
classes, described by Wesley himself as the “sinew” of Methodism1. This article will discuss how the classes, so
integral to the spread of holiness and the transformation of communities in the past, may find application in the
contemporary context to affect the church and community today.

Origin
Classes were groups consisting of about twelve
people. The origin of the classes, for which Wesley
“can never sufficiently praise God”2, is described by
Reuteler (2013) as follows:

The closest equivalents to classes in the contemporary
context are the cell groups that many churches have.
We shall examine the cell groups of today through the
lens of the purposes described above.

The required Class Meeting, which became the
most characteristic mark of Methodism, arose
quite by accident. A loan had to be taken out in
Bristol to build the New Room, one of the first
Methodist society chapels. Wesley met with
some leaders and asked, “How shall we pay the
debt upon the preaching-house?” Captain Foy
gave the following answer, “Let everyone in the
society give a penny a week and it will easily be
done.” “But many of them,” said one, “have not a
penny to give.” “True” replied the Captain, “then
put ten or twelve of them to me. Let each of
these give what they can weekly, and I will
supply what is wanting.” Others made the same
offer, and so Wesley divided the societies among
them, assigning a class of about twelve to each
of these, whom he called Class Leaders.1

“To see each person in his class once a week”

It was quickly apparent that as the Class Leaders
visited their members to collect the contributions, they
also had opportunity to watch over them in love1. In the
very first classes the leader visited individual members
in their homes but very soon, for the sake of effectiveness and convenience, the leader and members met
together weekly as one group2,3. Wesley describes this
accountability structure of classes as “the very thing we
have wanted so long” and having “unspeakable usefulness”2.

The role of a Class Leader
Wesley’s description of the role of a Class Leader tells
us much about the intended purpose of the classes.
His description is as follows:
That it may be more easily discerned whether the
members of our societies are working out their
own salvation, they are divided into little
companies called classes. One person in each of
these is styled the leader. It is his business, (1) to
see each person in his class once a week; to
inquire how their souls prosper; to advise,
reprove, comfort or exhort them; (2) to receive
what they are willing to give toward the expenses
of the society; and (3) to meet the assistant and
the stewards once a week.2
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Wesley starts his description of the role of the leader
with “to see each person in his class once a week”2.
There is no argument that the ideal would be for cell
groups to meet every week like the classes, with
leaders and members energised by the Holy Spirit and
meaningful accountability conversations week in and
week out. However, with the increased busyness of
today’s world, perhaps some leeway could be afforded
to cell groups in terms of frequency of meeting,
particularly if they are just starting. A reduced
frequency is less taxing for leaders, who are basically
being called to perform a pastoral role without
remuneration! Leaders are given more time to prepare
and recharge, making “burning out” less likely. A
reduced frequency may also encourage more
members to attend and be watched over in love, as
they may be more willing to commit to say once a
month, but not at all if weekly. Weekly may certainly be
best, but once a month is better than not at all. A
reduced frequency may also be beneficial to the
conversations in the group, as a weekly sharing can
easily fall into repetition, diminishing the entire purpose
of the group. The bottom line is that not all cell groups
are created equal, and one aspect that bears
examination by churches in today’s busy world is the
frequency of cell groups that works best for their
particular situation.

“To inquire how their souls prosper”
Next, Wesley describes the role of the leader as “to
inquire how their (class members) souls prosper; to
advise, reprove, comfort or exhort them”2. This aspect
is perhaps where today’s cell groups are most lacking
compared to the classes of the early Methodists. Many
of today’s cell groups have fallen into the trap of being
information driven, rather than transformation driven –
focussed on Bible study, rather than accountability to
holiness. Examining the schedule of some cell groups
the writer has been involved in, which is probably
typical of many cell groups, is quite revealing as to the
priorities of the group. Five to ten minutes are spent
with an opening prayer and a few worship songs. Then

another five to ten minutes on an icebreaker. Then the
“meat” of the meeting, as indicated by the time spent
on it - the Bible study. Thirty to forty five minutes (or
more!) are spent going through a study, often with “tick
-the-box” comprehension type questions with little
meaning. By this time the meeting is getting late, and
small group prayer time is rushed through in ten to
fifteen minutes, often with little or no conversation
about members’ spiritual lives and more an as-quick-as
-possible laundry list of requests to God.
There is nothing wrong with Bible study - except if it
comes at the expense of accountability to holiness. If
there were separate meetings, one for Bible study, one
for accountability, then this would not be an issue.
However, many cell groups today only have time for
the one regular meeting. If one of Bible study or
accountability had to be picked as the focus, then the
weight of history suggests accountability, as was the
main purpose of the classes, should be primary. This is
not to say Bible study should be removed altogether
from the meetings, rather perhaps a shorter teaching of
fifteen to twenty minutes is sufficient and more
reflective of where its place in the meeting should be,
i.e. secondary to watching over one another in love.
Hence, many cell groups today need reshaping to be
more like classes, to have the “meat” of the meeting
actually being accountability and allowing time in the
meeting to be primarily focussed on this. Iovino (2015)
suggests the simplest of structures, simply asking the
question “How’s your spiritual life?” today as the early
Methodists would have asked “How does your soul
prosper?”4 As he rightly notes, “the conversations that
follow are powerful”4. The conversations that follow are
where advice, reproof, comforting and exhortation
occur. The conversations that follow are where
accountability to holiness is encouraged on a regular
basis and transformation occurs – one life at a time,
one cell group at a time, one church at a time, one
community at a time – as was the case with the
classes.

“To receive what they are willing to give
toward the expenses of the society”
The next role of the leader as described by Wesley
was “to receive what they (class members) are willing
to give toward the expenses of the society”2. As
described in the origin of the classes, the original intent
of the structure was to collect a penny a week from
class members to pay off the loan on a chapel, with
class leaders making up any difference for the week.
Such giving is another aspect that many cell groups
today could reclaim from the classes. Note three
important characteristics in the way the classes gave –
it was for a defined purpose (e.g. loan for the chapel), it
was a defined amount (e.g. a penny a week) and it was
achieved together (class leaders making up the
difference). In the writer’s experience, giving in cell
groups is often characterised by undefined purpose
and low amounts – and these two are invariably linked.
Knowing that your giving is likely to simply be going to

some pizza for the next meeting is not particularly
motivating. A defined and worthy purpose for the
church (e.g. building fund) or community (e.g. relief for
the needy) certainly stirs up more desire to give than
an undefined purpose. A defined amount sets a
challenge for members to commit to and meet and may
take them out of their comfort zone instead of simply
giving whatever loose change they have in their
pockets. Achieving together, with other members
perhaps helping to make up any shortfalls, adds to
building the sense of community in the group.
Reclaiming this meaningful way of giving as the classes did as an act of devotion would certainly help to
grow holiness in the group.

“To meet the assistants and the stewards once
a week”
The final role of the leader in this description by
Wesley was “to meet the assistants and the stewards
once a week”2. By “assistant” here Wesley meant the
preacher-in-charge under himself. The objective of this
meeting was “to give in reports as to amounts
collected, and as to the spiritual condition of the
members of their respective classes”2. Yet again, this
is something that could be extremely effective if
applied in the contemporary context as well. Today,
this would translate to cell group leaders meeting with
the pastor to report on their groups. Again on the issue
of frequency, a weekly meeting of cell group leaders
with the pastor (in addition to the actual cell group
meeting, in addition to Sunday service etc.) may be
asking too much in today’s busy world, so a frequency
of say monthly may be sufficient. Such a meeting
would be exceedingly useful to “take the pulse of the
congregation” through the reports of cell group
leaders1. The meeting would be an opportunity for the
pastor and cell group leaders to build each other up,
keep each other accountable to the caring of their
groups, pray for each other’s groups, share resources
to help cell group members and plan effective
programs that grow the congregation in holiness and
truly meet the needs of the church and community.
Many churches have several Local Church Executive
Committee meetings of a transactional nature every
year, but not one meeting between the pastor and cell
group leaders of a transformational nature as
described above – a paradigm shift is required to
reverse this.
Why stop at cell group leaders meeting with the
pastor? In the writer’s opinion, Methodists should
leverage its unique connexional system further and
have all pastors in a district and the District
Superintendent meet regularly in class-style meetings.
The same benefits of taking the pulse of the
congregation and cell group leaders supporting each
other would translate to taking the pulse of the district
and pastors supporting each other. In addition, a
revival of cell group meetings today to recapture the
best elements of the classes will no doubt be
enhanced by the participation of pastors in a classstyle meeting themselves. As Acevedo (2013) correctly
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points out, “… leaders have to model what they expect.
People will duplicate what they see their leaders do”5.

Conclusion
Now more than ever, in an increasingly secular world
where so-called Christian nations are anything but,
living a holy life is very much counter-cultural.
Methodist churches today would do well to renew our
focus on our “grand depositum”6, the pursuit and
propagation of holiness, and as a means towards this,

to repurpose the best elements of classes for
application in the contemporary context. It is only
through healthy community and accountability that
churches will be able to become holy and countercultural communities7, staying relevant and capable of
having a profound impact on the wider community as
the early Methodists once did.
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Youth Fellowship Corner

Reflection of AMYC
Hello brothers and sisters in Christ. I would like to praise God
and thank Camberwell Methodist Church for their hard work in
running the Annual Conference and Annual Methodist Youth
Convention (AMYC) this year. The convention is such a great
place for young believers to witness and experience the people
of the body of Christ operate and move. This, for me, is the best
thing about AMYC. It is here we can get a taste the goodness of
God through corporate, spirit-filled worship, where likeminded
lovers of Christ exalt God without unrestraint; and through deep and meaningful fellowship, where we share our
Christian walk with one another and discuss issues and topics we are passionate about. As a passionate musician
whose interest is in song writing, I spent quality time with other great musicians from interstate who shared these
God given passion. We exchanged our experiences, ideas on worship, music styles, and played alongside one
another in more ways than we normally could back at home.
This year’s English guest speaker Pastor Steve Chong gave a powerful talk on who the Holy Spirit is and
repeatedly challenged believers who step out in faith. His own life stories gave weight to the reality what the world
around us is like and how we need to stand up to be a beacon of hope, light and love in this world. The challenge
for me was to respond to God’s call in serving him whole heartedly, not half-heartedly. This means to not just make
myself available to do what is needed in the youth committee, but to do what is necessary by finding the balance
between using my gifts, pursuing passions, and fulfilling needs through the avenue of love. This lessons served me
as an affirmation to continue pursuing my passions in music and composition in the youth fellowship and beyond
for the years to come. All honour and glory to God for his grace in giving me the opportunity to compose this year’s
theme song and my hope is that this song and future songs to come will continue to be a vessel for our worship to
Him.

Isaac Chan (Trinity MC)
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Australia Methodist Youth Convention (AMYC) 2016 - Reflection
Dave Rebello (Grace MC)

After another year, and another Methodist Youth Convention, it was evident that this year was a huge
success. Thank God for working in this convention for the duration of this short period of time as well as over the
course of the entire year in bringing together such passionate brothers and sisters to organize and pull this camp
together. Although I have been at AMYC for a short time, I find that every year is a new learning experience and
there is always more to learn no matter how long we have been serving in our respective ministries; I’m sure our
AMYC veterans will agree with me on this. Seeing youths travel from various cities across Australia to worship and
grow as one body of Christ is just such an incredible blessing. As one of the leaders in my church’s youth, I find the
annual youth convention a perfect time to meet with other leaders, discuss our respective youths, and simply
understand one another’s struggles, as well as our strengths; we get to learn from one another, and I hope be there
to support each other through our trials. At the end of the day, we’re all brothers and sisters in Christ; we
emphasize that idea so regularly, but rarely get the opportunity to apply it on a national scale as such.
In our walk with God, we’re always so focused on the Father and the Son, that we fail to acknowledge the
Holy Spirit and the role it plays in our lives. Steve Chong, the speaker for the English side and the founder of the
RICE movement in Sydney, shared about the role of the Holy Spirit as a teacher, comforting presence and as a
witness. He focused on the urgency of our faith, as well as the lack of insistence as seen in Western cultures. It hit
me hard when he shared of his experiences on the ISIS frontlines and the Christians that are undergoing
prosecution in these places. It really brings out the truth of how we have been treating our faith in a safe haven such as
Australia. We do not experience life threatening persecution, and have become very sleepy, dormant Christians;
we often fail to share Christ to the people living right around us due to this lack of urgency. Chong’s call for this
awakening in our faiths is what woke the crowd, and left us with a message to take back to our cities. It was wonderful to see the crowd take in the message and see a vast majority step forward to strengthen their faith in Christ. I
pray that all these individuals would keep this message close their hearts and continue to let the Holy Spirit guide
them on their journeys.
It has been such a blessing to see God work in all these youths across Australia, and was obvious he was
present amongst us at the annual convention in Melbourne this year. Likewise, being a part of the new ACMYF
committee – a committee that consists of leaders from various youths across Australia – it has shown me how valuable we can be to one another on this walk. This committee exists to aid the Methodist youth groups by working
alongside with the various leadership teams to share our burdens together, so that we can be there to support
these youths in their time of need – all they need to do is reach out. As part of the hosting Church for next year’s
AMYC in Perth, I am so stoked for the plans he has to transform us according to his perfect will. I hope that as we
all depart from this time into our daily lives, and back into serving at our respective youths and ministries, that we
continue to be faithful servants and continue to bring glory to Christ in every aspect, in and out of church.
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Word from New Elected President
Amos Wong
G’day! It’s me, Amos Wong! For those who do not know me, I have been serving at the
Sherwood Methodist Church Brisbane and I have been blessed to serve you as the Chairperson
for the Annual Convention Methodist Youth Fellowship (ACMYF). I am extremely privileged to be
given this small section in the Methodist News to attempt to encourage you to come to AMYC
and to tell you more about ACMYF!
After attending a fair few AMYCs, I have come to realise the importance of this annual youth gathering. Because of
the nature of this national youth gathering, youths from different Methodist churches are able to gather together at
one place to share their joys and struggles each person faces from their respective home churches. I remember my
first few AMYCs where I slept late at night, only to spend the time sharing with different members from different
churches. These conversations to me were extremely encouraging and valuable during the time, as it reminded me
that I was not alone in the church ministry, that many of my other brothers and sisters from different churches also
share similar struggles! I am still close friends to many of these friends up to today, some have become people I
truly see as mentors, people I truly look up to for spiritual help. AMYC was a great avenue for meeting friends for
life, some even find their partners for life!
AMYCs are also super special for me because it is just a joyous and wonderful experience to be reading the word
and singing songs of praise to God together with brothers and sisters in Christ from other churches nationwide.
Isn’t it wonderful to see how God is working at such a large scale, and not just in our church grounds! I am indeed
extremely excited that we are closer and closer to a day where “every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is
Lord” (Philippians 2:11).
Now to talk about ACMYF! For the year 2017-2018, our aim is to simply raise up gospel-centred, bible-loving,
commission-minded Christians in our churches! We look forward to really growing the Christians within the
CMCA churches so that more and more of us choose to follow Christ in a much deeper and rewarding manner!
With the extremely gifted, faithful and motivated new people in the team, I am excited of how God will use us to
bring a change! Most importantly, I am so very excited to see how the Holy Spirit will lead us for our upcoming
endeavours!
Dear all, I hope to see you all soon! I can’t wait for the upcoming 2017 Perth AMYC with the theme “Renew” from
Romans 12:2. Come say hi to me if you do see me! I would love to get to know you all more! Until then, God Bless!

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE
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 10/12/2016

Program Planning for 2017 with Immanuel MC’s Pastors and LCEC members

 11 /12/2016

Preaching and Conducting Holy Communion for the 3 services at Immanuel MC

 17/12/2016

Program Planning for 2017 with Hope MC’s Pastors and LCEC members

 18/12/2016

Preaching at Morley PC

 25/12/2016

Preaching at Hope MC

 01/01/2017

Preaching at Faith MC and meeting with the LCEC members

 08/01/2017

Preaching at the inaugural service at Redeemer MC

 15/01/2017

Preaching at EMP MC

 16/01/ 2017

Conducting 1st Local Conference at EMP MC

 21 - 31/01/2017

Taking Annual Leave

 05/02/2017

Preaching at Camberwell MC and Wydham PP

 11/02/2017

Attending Immanuel MC and Hope MC’s LCEC meeting

 12/02/2017

Preaching at Immanuel MC and Hope MC

 19/02/2017

Preaching at Preston MC

 20 - 23/02/2017

CMCA Pastors’ Forum in Melbourne

 23 - 24/02/2017

English Ministry Pastors’ Forum

 24/02/2017

Board on the Ministry meeting in the evening

 25/02/2017

Executive Board meeting

 26/02/2017

Preaching at Glory MC

 03/03/2017

WFCMC Council meeting in Hong Kong

 05 - 14/03/2017

Disciple Training and Preaching overseas

 16 - 19/03/2017

Attending CMCNZ Mission Conference in Tauranga, NS

 26/03/2017

Conducting 1st Local Conference at Grace MC and Preaching

 31/03 - 02/04/2017

Teaching Methodist Studies in Melbourne

 02/04/2017

Preaching at Trinity MC

 07 - 09/04/2017

Teaching Methodist Studies in Melbourne

THANKSGIVING & PRAYER ITEMS
THANKSGIVING
Thank God for:
 All the safe travels of Bishop and Mrs Kwang, and for all

the Pastors & Leaders in their faithful labor in carrying out
their various ministries faithfully.

 The faithfulness of God for the past 25 years of guiding and

leading Carlton Methodist Church. The church celebrated
the 25th Anniversary on 13 November.

 God to provide good tenants for several vacant rooms in

the Methodist House.
 The Lord to provide the monthly expenses of Board of

Missions for mission work around Australia and overseas.
Pray that His people will continue to support and give $1 a
day to the Mission fund.

 The challenging messages by His servant Rev Joel Siew

during the one day Pastors’ Retreat from 23 to 24
November.
 Guiding and leading us during the 15th AC Session from 24

to 27 November.
 The AC Adult and Women Fellowship and the Australian

Methodist Youth Convention from 27 to 30 November.
SUPPLICATION
CMCA – Pray for:
 God’s to continue to lead and guide all the Pastors to carry

out the various ministries entrusted to them in the new year
2017 to preach and teach on the theme of “Reforming the
Church, Transforming the Community” .
 All the CMCA local churches / preaching centers to keep

focusing on the importance of prayer and fasting, to catch
on the vision of Disciple making, and their involvement in
Missions, and to form Covenant Disciple Groups .

 More young people to take up LAMM Courses to equip

themselves to be local preachers, or to be fulltime workers
in God’s Kingdom.

Local Churches – Pray for:
 All the local churches/ preaching centres to work together

with the Annual Conference to implement all the plans
adopted by the Conference for 2017.

 The building fund required for the Holy Methodist Church,

Morley Preaching Centre and Faith Methodist Church.
 All the pastors will serve faithfully in the local church or

preaching center that he or she has been appointed. The
members to give generously towards the various funds for
ministries in the local churches.

CMCA Pastors and their families – Pray for:
 The physical, mental and spiritual well-being of all the

pastors. Pray for God to use his servants to minister to His
people and to further God’s Kingdom.
 Bishop Kwang & Mrs Kwang for good health, and sufficient

grace and strength for safe travel and to cope with the
many ministries engagement.
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 Our 3 District Superintendents, Rev. Milton Nee, Rev.

Tiong Ting Ling and Rev. Alexis Lui for grace, wisdom and
strength to co-ordinate the ministries in each district.

 Rev. King Ming Wu, Rev. Mei Hua Chan and Pastor Xiao

Min Cai & his wife, Vanessa, Ps Stephen Wong, who are
serving in our Mission District in PNG and all the brothers
and sisters in PNG. Please pray for protection and good
health .

 Pastor Esther Yung serving in Solomon Islands Preaching

Centre.
 Rev. Peck Kui Kwang and for Rev. Elijah for God’s

healing .
 Mrs. Laura Su, Mrs. Pang and Mrs. Ha for God’s healing.
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2016 年委任表

澳洲基督教华人卫理公会
Chinese Methodist Church in
Australia

会督 ：官佰全会督
Bishop : Bishop Dr James Kwang
年议会友领袖 Conference Lay Leader ：陈守仁 Joseph Ting
年议会文书 Conference Secretary ：林国地 Thomas Ling
年议会经济部主席 Board of Finance Chair ：林少强 Keong Lim
青少年指导 Youth Director：刘孙宏传道 Ps Alan Lau
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澳东教区
Australia East District

教区长：雷少康牧师
District Superintendent: Rev Alexis Lui

福恩堂
Eight Mile Plains MC

主理 雷少康牧师 MIC Rev Alexis Lui
助理 郑日强牧师 Assistant Minster: Rev David Tay
助理 张功荣牧师 Assistant Minster: Rev Kong Eing Tiong

主恩堂
Sherwood MC

主理 彭能顺牧师 MIC Rev Neng Soon Pang
助理 Assistant Pastor: Ps Sean Kong

救恩堂
Carlton MC

代理 丘品尧牧师 Supply Minister: Rev Samuel Chiu
助理 李金隆传道 Assistant Pastor: Ps Kam Loong Lee

佳恩堂 Redeemer MC

代理 张济富传道 Supply Pastor: David Tiong

坎培拉佈道所
Canberra Preaching Point

代理 周丽芳传道 Supply Pastor: Ps Li Fang Zhou

澳南教区
Australia South District

教区长：林忠傧牧师
District Superintendent: Rev Tiong Ting Ling

谢恩堂
Camberwell MC

驻任会督 官佰全会督 Resident Bishop: Bishop James Kwang
主理 林忠傧牧师 MIC Rev Tiong Ting Ling
协理 周家熹牧师 Associate Minister: Rev Elijah Chew
助理 钟美琼牧师 Assistant Minister: Rev Christina Cheong

沐恩堂 City Light MC

主理 鄢礼银牧师 Supply Minister: Rev Peter Yong

三一堂
Trinity MC

主理 陆同佑牧师 MIC Rev Alvin Liik
助理 刘晋福牧师 Assistant Minister: Rev Michael Lau

荣恩堂 Glory MC

主理 方友义牧师 MIC Rev Yu Ngee Houng

思源堂 Monash MC

主理 黄永森牧师 MIC Rev Dr Albert Wong

怀恩堂 Preston MC

主理 洪南明牧师 MIC Rev Scott Ang

颂恩堂 Praise MC

主理 官清忠牧师 MIC Rev Ching Jong Kwang

信恩堂 Faith MC
思恩堂 Goodwood MC

侯委 TBA
主理 林文光牧师 MIC Rev Dr Gloria Ling

圣恩堂 Holy MC

侯委 TBA

澳西教区
Australia West District

教区长：林宝强牧师
District Superintendent: Rev Milton Nee

感恩堂
Grace MC

主理 林宝强牧师 MIC Rev Milton Nee
助理 林良敏传道 Assistant Pastor: Ps Shirley Ling
助理 阮伟德传道 Assistant Pastor: Ps Dexter Nguyen

蒙恩堂
Kingsway MC

主理 蓝秉贤牧师 MIC Rev Pin Hien Lam
助理 黄敬平牧师 Assistant Minister: Rev King Ping Wong

神恩堂
Immanuel MC

主理 苏本任牧师 MIC Rev Allen Su
助理 刘孙宏传道 Assistant Pastor: Ps Alan Lau
助理 陈芳恩传道 Assistant Pastor: Ps Michael Ting

信望堂 Hope MC

代理 陈芳恩传道 Supply Pastor: Ps Michael Ting

宣恩堂 Gospel Mc

主理 丁华镇牧师 MIC Rev Dr Hwa Jing Jung

Morley佈道所
Morley Preaching Centre

主理 周镇强牧师 MIC Rev Dr Albert Chiew

宣教区 Mission Districts
天恩堂 Tian En MC
Vanimo PC
Kimbe
Madang

主理
协理
代理
代理

吴庆明牧师 MIC Rev King Ming Ngu
陈美花牧师 MIC Rev Mei Hua Chen
蔡晓明传道 Supply Pastor: Ps Xiao Ming Cai
王涛传道 Supply Pastor: Ps Stephen Wang

所罗门群岛
Solomon Islands PC

代理 杨小琳传道 Supply Pastor: Ps Esther Yang

退休牧者 Retired Pastors

Rev Col Fitzsimmons
陈如芳牧师 Rev Paula Ting
颜明智牧师 Rev Meng Tee Gan
雷雯冰牧师 Rev Wen Ping Loi

借调墨尔本神学院
Secondment to MST

陈廷忠牧师 Rev Dr Justin Tan
廖玉强牧师 Rev Dr Yuk Chong Liong

自请改为
Voluntary Location

本处牧师：康祥文牧师
Local Elder: Rev James Kong

陈周荣牧师 Rev Michael Tan
官佰威牧师 Rev Peck Kui Kwang
夏长华牧师 Rev Dr James Ha
王连进牧师 Rev Paul Wong
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