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Greetings!


This third edition of Connect explores the 
theme of ‘bearing fruit’, which is a 
continuation from our last theme of 'abiding 
in Christ'.


Without Christ, we can do nothing, and 
without his words, we are unclean.  But once 
we are cleansed, as Jesus says it in John 15, 
we are enabled to produce good fruit. It's the 
working-out of our salvation. Although we 
are not saved by our good works—but only 
by the works of Christ, but the salvation that 
we have received always produces good 
works. In fact, Jesus says in Matt 7:18 that 
people can see that we are saved when we 
produce good fruit.


And so, in this edition, we focus on this 
theme to remind us again of our identity in 
Christ. Let's together shine our light that is 
already given to us so that people might see 
the glory of Christ in us and confess that 
Jesus is Lord.


In Christ,


Editor in Chief


Publication: Board of Literature of the 
Chinese Methodist Church in Australia


Supervisor: Bishop Dr. Albert Wong 

Advisors: Rev. P. Y. Liik & Rev. P. H. Lam 

Editor in Chief: Ps. Ricky Njoto


Editorial team: 
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KNOWING DS. CHEW 

Picture the bicycle wheel… if 
the Bishop is the hub of CMCA, 
then District Superintendents 
(DS’s) are the spokes radiating 
outward, connecting all the local 
churches together to form a 
connectional church structure.  
Based primarily on geography, 
CMCA’s 3 DS’s carry out their 
connectional functions in their 
respective districts: East, South & 
West.  In this issue, we get to 
know our DS from District South, 
Rev Elijah Chew, in his own 
words… 


“The LORD is my shepherd, I shall 
not want.” PS 23:1 


I am Elijah. I love coffee—I mean 

good or best coffee—and all kinds 
of food. These include Korean, 
Malaysian, Singaporean, Hong 
Kong, kebab, Maccas, Middle 
eastern food, Japanese, etc. I also 
like to acquire books—those that 
give different insights into life, self, 
growth, leadership, etc; especially 
B i b l e d i c t i o n a r i e s a n d 
commentaries.


I’m from Sibu, Sarawak, Malaysia. 
Having studied here in Australia, I 
continued to stay on to study 
theology at Christ’s College, 
Sydney, from 1994–1997. I met my 
wife, Amie, when I was 12. Then, I 
married Amie in 1994 and joined 
Chinese Methodist Church in 
Australia in 1998. Since 1998, we 
have moved from Sydney to 
Wollongong and then stayed half a 
time in Canberra and half a time 

DISTRICT NEWS
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in Wol longong in 1998. We 
travelled to-and-fro between 
Wollongong and Canberra for 
ministry at two preaching points. 
T h e n , I w a s a p p o i n t e d t o 
Camberwell Methodist Church 
f ro m 1 9 9 9 – 2 0 0 5 . I t w a s a 
challenge then because we had 
two little ones by the grace of God. 
We travelled together. I was 
appointed to Kingsway Methodist 
Church, Perth, in 2006–2009. I 
have experienced much grief and 
c h a l l e n g e s ( f r o m m u l t i p l e 
relocatings). Then, I was appointed 
to Trinity Methodist Church from 
2010–2014. Since 2015, I was 
a p p o i n t e d t o C a m b e r w e l l 
Methodist Church until now. 


It has been about 22 years of 
itinerant ministry—one with God’s 
love and power. I struggle and 
experience difficulties in itinerant 
min is t ry, but I cont inue to 
experience God’s provision and 
His presence throughout these 
past years. 







God blesses us with six children 
together with four miscarriages. 
Grief and joy permeate in between 
those years. Nothing is more 
important than having to see new 
life comes along and grows into 

adulthood. Three of my children 
are in university now, two in high 
school, and one in primary school. 
Homeschooling our children is not 

easy, Amie has given her best 
and energy in shaping their 
development of fa i th and 
character. We are grateful to all 
churches which we had served 
i n t h e p a s t , Wo l l o n g o n g 
Preaching Centre, Canberra 
Preaching Centre, Carl ton 
Methodist Church, Camberwell 
Methodist Church, Kingsway 
Methodist Church, and Trinity 
Methodist Church for their love, 
prayers, and ministr ies to 
support God’s mission.


Pic 1 The Chews: DS, Amie, Alastair, Rachel, 
Chloe, Wesley, Laura, Xavier
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Serving as Minister in Charge as 
well as in a District Superintendent 
(DS) role is not easy because I 
have multiple responsibilities than 
what I have already had at the 
church. DS’s are to travel through 
the district to preach and to 
oversee the spiritual and temporal 
affairs of the church. Of course, 
DS’s will also continue to assist 
the Bishop in Annual Conference. I 
feel burdened at times, weak and 
heavy, when I am not able to 
resolve an issue even though I 
have not done my best. I know 
that I need to come back to God 
for His grace and depend on His 
Word and promises. I’m also 
grateful for co-workers who 
encourage me when I am down, 
remind me when I forget things, 
c h a l l e n g e m e w h e n I f e e l 
complacent, and pray for me when 
I need wisdom. It is an adventure 
of the soul journeying in an 
unknown terrain and a challenging 
landscape.


In my personal observation, there 
are a few challenges in the district: 
First, we are facing challenges of 
making Jesus’ disciples. We are 
living in a busy time, and we are 
caught up with so many things in 
our lives. Many commitments 
concern our families, our personal 
choices, and our ministries reflect 
a reality of our faith. Discipleship 
becomes a ‘doing’ thing instead of 
‘being’ and ‘growing’ to be like 
Jesus. I hope to see renewed 
effo r t s a n d w a y s t o b r i n g 
discipleship development into 
Distr ict South. Second, the 

churches are facing cultural and 
social pressure of living out the 
truth and grace of God in our daily 
lives. We struggle. But we are 
trying. The church must prepare 
church members to face this 
increasing pressure from the 
outside. Third, we must continue 
to engage in mission from local 
and beyond. We are called not for 
ourselves but for God’s glory and 
God’s kingdom sake. I hope to see 
that mission becomes the main 
thing in our society.


I hope to see District South 
continues to work together in unity 
to bring the gospel of Jesus into 
our community, our city, and our 
nation. 


Article collected by:

Rev. Peter Yong 

Peter serves as a minister at 
Goodwood Chinese Methodist 
Church in Adelaide 

Pic 2 DS Chew enjoying lunch with some pastors 
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A LOCAL VOICE


A MUM’S 
PERSPECTIVE: 

The Spiritual Life of Our Children 

When Brother Yu, our Adult 
Cell faci l i tator asked for a 
volunteer to write an article for 
this magazine, I put my hand up. 
Our Easter Church Camp has just 
finished, and in my mind, it will be 
an easy task to write about my 
camp experience. For the record, 
camp is an entirely different 
experience when you’re 50 than it 
is when you’re 16 or in your mid-
twenties. 


I’m not a pastor, a local preacher, 
or even a theology student. I am a 
m u m o f f o u r b o y s a n d a 
grandmother to a two-year-old 
grandson. So, writing this topic is 
not within my scope of expertise 
but a burden I feel I must do after 
the camp experience. 


As parents, we often don’t think 
twice in spending our hard-
earned money to pay for our 
children’s music learning, sports, 

or school commitments. After all, 
we are investing on the journey of 
seeing them acquiring skills that 
w i l l e n h a n c e t h e i r f u t u r e 
opportunities. Actually, if I count 
what my husband and I have paid 
for our 4 sons’ sports or music 
tuition fees, we probably would 
be have a heart attack.


As I was reflecting on the 
messages relayed through the 
talks in the church camp, what 
came to me is this: ‘Are we as 
parents developing the spiritual 
life of our children?’ I would love 
to shout with the top of my voice: 
YES! But in reality, I still must 
improve in several areas. Imagine 
what could happen if you and I 
put as much effort and financial 
investment into our children’s 
spiritual development as we do 
into their music programs, sports, 
or school commitments. 


If we are really serious in our 
Christian faith, then it is vital for 
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all of us to pass our faith onto our 
children. So, as parents, how do 
we develop the spiritual Christian 
life of our children? Do you realise 
that as parents, we can nurture 
our children to become who God 
created them to be—not by 
manipulation or force but by 
watering the seeds God has 
planted?


Make God real to our children. 
Introduce spirituality early on. 
Show them your spirituality. Help 
them believe that God is not just 
a figure in the Bible, but a living 
power; and that the Word of God 
is living and active, judging the 
thoughts and attitudes of the 
heart with an all-seeing eye, 
penetrat ing our inner most 
beings. Use daily life as examples 
l i k e f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s h i p 
breakdown, family sickness or 
death, unemployment, etc.


Teach our children to pray. This 
could be the most important skill 
we pass on to our children. Pray 
together as a family. Prayer 
doesn’t have to be complicated. 
Our family says a prayer before 
dinner every night. Other prayers 
can be for travel safety, healing 
over illness, thanksgiving over 
exams success, etc. As Sister 
Kim Kwang reiterated in the 
camp, “When prayer becomes a 
hab i t , m i rac l es become a 
lifestyle!”


M a k e c h u r c h a p o s i t i v e 
experience for our children. 
How can we help our children to 

love God and the church? Music 
is definitely a way to engage the 
children to get spiritually involved 
in church ministry. Both my 
teenaged sons—Lucas and 
Joshua—are not comfortable with 
singing or public speaking, so we 
encourage them to serve in the 
music & worship ministry as a 
pianist or drummer, to help with 
ushering duties, and to assist with 
Sunday School nursery kids. 


Help our children to make our 
Christian faith their own. If we 
don’t teach our children, who 
will? Don’t leave it to others who 
might lead them astray. A lot of 
people think church is a building 
where you go to hear a sermon 
and then go home. But the 
biblical concept of church is that 
it’s a community of God’s people. 


Encouraging them to be involved 
in the youth fe l lowship or 
attending church camps can build 
them up with people who will 
bring them closer to God and 
ultimately to go forward and be 
stronger in their faith. Then, we 
will have guided them to a path to 
do the same with their children, 
and prayerfully with the next 
generation after that too. 


Nurture our children’s faith. 
Faith is cultivated at home. The 
respons ib i l i t y fo r c rea t i ng 
spiritual, moral children lies 
primarily with their parents. So, 
set a good example. Be proactive 
about it. My boys see me serving 
with an attitude of willingness 
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either as a worship leader, 
Sunday school teacher, Bible 
study leader, etc. Our actions will 
reflect a lot more than what we 
tell them with our words. 


Proverbs 22:6 
‘Start children off the way they 
should go,  
and when they are old they will 
not turn from it.’ 

But most of all, it is important to 
pray for our children every day. 
Encourage them to pursue their 
lives as God guides and provides. 
Pray over them that God would 
bring his perfect plans to pass in 
their lives. For our God himself is 
a loving parent who sacrificed his 
own Son, Jesus Christ, so 
salvation can be ours.


This is how we produce and show 
our fruit in the way we parent our 
kids. God has shown us his 
parental love by adopting us to 
his family. It is our responsibility 
to reflect that love by 
loving our children and 
caring for their spiritual 
health. If we care so much 
a b o u t t h e i r m a t e r i a l 
wellbeing, we should care 
even more about their 
spirituality. And finally, this 
is also how we witness 
God’s love to our children; 
by loving them just as God 
has loved us.





-Florence Teo 

Florence is a steward at Hope 
Methodist Chuch and is actively 
involved in mission and teaching 
ministry. 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         LOVE 

Dear friends, let us love one 
another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born 
of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. This is how 
God showed his love among us: he 
sent his one and only son into the 
world that we might live through 
him.  

‘What is love? Baby don’t hurt me, 
no more.’


That song, like a lot of human 
thoughts, thinks about love as a 
negative. An absence of emotional 
pain. That isn’t entirely true—we’ll 
come back to that thought later. 
There is also a positive to love. 
When you love, you give someone 
else your attention and energy. You 
think about them, feel towards 
them, speak to them, help them. 


God is three persons and one 
being. Father and Son and Spirit 
are distinct persons, and they are 
also one being who share one 
essence.


God is love. The three persons 
look at each other and think about 
each other. Each person sees the 
infinite goodness of the others and 
loves them with an infinite power. 
Love is not a human invention. 
Love came before the universe; 
love invented the universe. Divine 
love invented human love. 


When we say, ‘God is love’, we 
aim our attention at who God is. 
He is three persons perfect in love. 
Rather than being a cold and 
distant being, he is the maximum 
of love. He is the infinite positive 
love we were made to reflect. 
Every moment or action of human 
love depends on God’s love. 


Logos Stock Images
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Since Adam and Eve ate the 
forbidden fruit, our loves are 
twisted up. We cannot share in 
God’s community of love. Setting 
our love right, wiping away our 
evil, came with a cost. God sent 
his only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. So that our 
love could be what it was made to 
be. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God.


But when love was born in 
Bethlehem—when divine love took 
on human form—did he encounter 
perfect relationships? No! God’s 
love came to rescue us at a cost. 
Jesus’ love for us came with pain 
and frustration and suffering. He 
h a d t o w i n t h r o u g h m a n y 
obstacles and enemies to save us. 
And now that we live in him, we 
face the same struggles of love.


God’s love between the persons is 
perfect and clear. Human love in 
this world is difficult. Jesus is 
God’s love reaching into this 
world, bringing us back to reflect 
divine love. He empowers us to 
live in love. God is love.


- Lucas Sharley 

Lucas serves as a youth 
worker at Eight Miles Plain 
Methodist in Brisbane 

17
Dietmar Rabich / Wikimedia Commons / “Dülmen, Kirchspiel, Bauerschaft Börnste -- 2017 -- 6919” / CC BY-SA 4.0



17

 

PRACTICAL THEOLOGY

GOOD FRUIT

Durian—rightly crowned as 

the ‘King of Fruits’ due to its 
unique and unrivalled properties. 
With its acquired taste and pulp-
like flesh, you either love it or hate 
it. While some may find the smell 
repulsive, I, for one, find it 
absolutely heavenly and can 
never get enough of it. Indeed, I 
am a lover of durians and I hope 
you are too! Well, what does this 
have to do with bearing ‘good 
fruit’? 


Jesus tells us ‘A good tree cannot 
bear bad fruit, and a bad tree 
cannot bear good fruit’ (Matt 
7:18).


How hard is it for a tree to bear 
good fruits? Well, I am no expert 
but I’m pretty sure that in order to 
get good fruits, the tree itself has 
to be planted on good soil, be 

well-watered and fertilised. The 
old adage, ‘You reap what you 
sow’, have withstood the test of 
time and continues to be a widely 
accepted principle that rings true 
universally. I’m sure we would 
never expect an avocado tree to 
yield apples, nor an olive tree to 
yield lemons. If we live a life that 
values justice, truth, and honesty, 
the fruits of r ighteousness, 
integrity, and trustworthiness 
develops. On the contrary, if we 
live a life that spews gossips, lies, 
and complains, we will eventually 
yield the distasteful fruits of 
deceptiveness, dishonesty, and 
discontentment. What we sow, we 
will reap.


Jesus again says: ‘I am the vine; 
you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing’ (John 15:5).


If you feel like you have been a 
lousy Christian that just can’t 
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seem to ever be good enough, 
well, you’re not alone. At some 
point in time, every believer needs 
to come to the recognition that we 
are all sinners saved by grace. As 
we take a good hard look at 
ourselves, we must also take a 
good hard look at the cross and 
at what Christ has done for us. As 
our revelation of who God is 
beg ins to g row, our p r ide 
inevitably begins to shrink. We 
begin to realise that without 
Jesus, we are nothing and we can 
do nothing. It is only through the 
power of the Holy Spirit that good 
fruits are produced.

 

I’m convinced that deep down, all 
of us desire a life that is bountiful 
with good fruits, a life that is filled 
with power, love and of a sound 
mind (2 Timothy 1:7). That 
overwhelming tension that gnaws 
at us when our spirit battles our 
flesh can be resolved when we 
consciously choose to obey and 
allow the Holy Spirit to direct us in 
the way that is in accordance to 
His Word and principles. But first, 
God has to move within us and 
uproot all that is not good!


So, what kind of seeds would you 
like to sow? What kind of fruits 
would you like to bear? The next 
time you sense a gnawing within 
you, pause and ask if there’s 
something the Holy Spirit is 
prompting you to do. It’s never 
too late to start.


May we persevere in carrying our 
cross, not giving up when the 

Holy Spirit prunes us so that we 
can continue to yield attractive 
fruits that would draw others to 
the goodness of our saviour 
Jesus Christ. May we all spur 
each other on in this journey of 
faith and be eager to bear the 
kind of fruits that brings a smile to 
the face of God… just like how 
the aromatic, divine and rich pulp 
of a durian brings a smile to mine. 


- Michelle Ting
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From the Conference, I learnt that 
to spend time with God and to 
experience Him is to dwell in His 
words. My brothers and sisters, I 
pray that my reflection is able to 
help you with your walk. If you are 
like me, let’s pick up our Bibles 
today. I pray that God, through 
the Holy Spirit, reveal Christ to us 
today. 


Amos Wong  

My experience for the 2019 EEU 
Conference has been pheno-
menal. For many years, God has 
imprinted in our hearts a vision to 
raise up a generation of Christians 
that reads, under-stands, and 
lives out the Gospel preached 
throughout the Bible—in other 
words, turning both the head and 
the hearts to God. With this year’s 
theme of ‘The Sufficiency of 
Scriptures’, we aim to challenge a 
‘Christians Spiritual Walk’—are 
you reading the Bible as just a 
fiction book or a rule book to life? 
Or are you worshipping a God you 
do not know?


There were many things that 
struck me hard through the 
Conference, one of them being 
Rev. Sean’s opening to his first 

talk. Rev. Sean gave us his 
testimony on how a missionary/
pastor rebuked him of his fake 
worship. I am going to try to retell 
his story below:


Missionary: Sean, are you a 
Christian? 
Sean: YES of course!  
Missionary: But do you read the 
Bible? Do you know what the 

message of the Bible is all about?


This resonates with me the most. I 
speak of God to people around 
me as if I know the God of the 
Bible. I sing praises to God during 
song worship, raising up my 
voices and hands, eyes shut close 
crying with a deep cry—it seems 
as though I truly knew God both 
personally and spiritually. 
 
Was the God I thought I knew, the 
God of the Bible? Or was He a 
G o d I c r e a t e d f r o m m y 
imagination?


From the Conference, I learnt that 
to spend time with God and to 
experience Him is to dwell in His 
words. My brothers and sisters, I 
pray that my reflection is able to 
help you with your walk. If you are 
like me, let’s pick up our Bibles 

Logos Stock Image.
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today. I pray that God, through 
the Holy Spirit, reveal Christ to us 
today. 


William Ting  

This year's Edify Equip Unite 
Conference (EEU) has been 
nothing short of eye-opening. As I 
sat and saw the leaders of the 
next generation from within the 
Chinese Methodist Church in 
Australia (CMCA) rise up and 
actively part icipate, I knew 
something was stirring within 
each and every one of us. The call 
to respond eagerly to the gospel 
was what I saw, and the need for 
the youths of Australia to witness 
the majesty of who God is in His 
word was the reason. 


Over the five days of our intensive 
training, we were shown just how 
immersive God’s word is. I was 
personally challenged, despite 
having many years of 'Bible study' 
training under the tutelage of 
previous pastors, to still look 
carefully, read earnestly, and 
faithfully administer His word to 
my youth group. I was challenged 
in asking myself the question: ‘Is 
what I'm saying truly reflecting His 
glory?’, ‘Does what I share not 
just affect the lives of the youth, 
but my own life specifically?’ I 
quickly understood from our 
speakers and Bib le s t rand 
facilitators that the privilege we 
have as leaders of our respective 
church communities is one that 
truly is a blessing from God. 


With our Bible strand sessions in 
particular, we wrested with what 
the big idea(s) are when looking at 
a passage, looking prior and 
further on for additional context, 
and then drawing up implications 
that were relevant to our specific 
audience. We were tested, day-
by-day by our Bible strand 
facilitators, and as iron sharps 
iron, we were tempered into truly 
experiencing God's word, albeit a 
little painfully. As a previous EEU 
attendee, this truly was an 
experience I can never forget. 
There has been such a shift in 
seeing our leaders come together, 
wanting to learn, hungry for Him 
and His ever-abundant glory. I 
saw familiar faces and faces 
brought from different continents. 
It was an experience that has 
shown me that you do not need to 
know someone to get to know 
them, but rather it is your shared 
love for God that binds us 
together. 


As we saw EEU come to a close, 
prayers were expressed across 
each corresponding city from 
those who attended, yearning that 
what we experienced does not 
stay within us, but truly equips 
and edifies our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, and unites under 
His name. 


If you’re reading this, and you too 
are someone who longs to see 
the next generation known of who 
God is, I encourage you to 
participate. What has been an 
opportunity for all, has now 
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become an opportunity. You will 
not regret it. I hope to see you 
there!


Amanda Su  

My main takeaway from this EEU 
Conference is understanding the 
importance of studying and using 
the Scriptures. Scriptures are 
important as they are the words of 
God and can provide the direction 
we need in our lives. I thank God 
that through the Bible strand 
groups, I am able to understand 
more deeply about the Scriptures 
that I have read and are able to 

study the word of God more 
accurately by using different Bible 
study techniques. This also allows 
me to lead and teach others the 
word of God more accurately and 
also to ensure that others can 
understand the scriptures more in 
depth so that all of us who are the 
man of God may be complete and 
be equipped for every good work. 
I am thankful for the opportunity 
to hear from different people and 
see how God has been working 

in their churches, in their hearts 
and in their lives. It’s God’s 
beautiful plan that I was given this 
opportunity to join this conference 
and to be surrounded with 
wonderful people and that we are 
able to share the love of Christ, 
encouraging one another as we 
face challenges and struggles in 
life and in serving God. We know 
we are not alone for God is with 
us. EEU conference has been a 
great experience for me, I am 
indeed thankful that I am one of 
the delegates for this year. May 
we keep in prayers that we will 
always be faithful servants of 
Jesus Christ, to love and serve 
one another as one body in 
Christ. Praise the Lord!


Elijah Foo  
 
Over five days, youth leaders 
across Australia (and Malaysia!) 
came together to be equipped 
by God’s word at this year’s EEU 
conference. Year after year, 
conferences like this often come 
with the concern that the fire 
sparked burns out after a few 

days, that the convictions felt are 
forgotten after a few weeks. 
However, right from the start, EEU 
2 0 1 9 h a s b e e n q u i t e t h e 
exception. I recall walking out of 
the first Bible strand, thinking ‘this 
is going to shape our ministry so 
much from here on’.


This year, we learned about the 
Scripture being the sufficient 
basis of how we are edified, 
equipped, and united. We initially 
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all thought that the jam-packed 
programs would be very intense; 
but in hindsight, not only was the 
intensity worth it, but necessary 
for deep convictions to happen. 
Something that stood out to me is 
how all the different sessions 
worked together to help us rethink 
how we approach the Bible. Rev. 
Sean’s ta lks on 2 T imothy 
revealed how we don’t trust and 
value God’s word enough; the 
Bible strands equipped us how to 
handle Scriptures rightly; Ps. 
Adam’s talks on Psalm 119 
showed us how rich and perfect 
God’s word is—so that we may 
delight in His word more and 
more. The ministry strands also 
covered various topics relevant to 
ou r Ch inese Method i s t 
c h u r c h e s — f r o m 
peacemaking in our Asian 
church context to renewing 
our vision for the Methodist 
movement. I am encouraged 
to see our leaders beginning 
to implement what we have 
learned. For example, my 
y o u t h h a s s t a r t e d t o 
reevaluate our song choices 
and approach to corporate 
worship.


Apart from the training, our free 
time and mealtimes have been 
scattered with intentional con-
versations and questions that 
reflect on what we have learned. It 
is encouraging to see everyone 
showing care to each other this 
way and depicts an image of the 
interaction that we’d love to see 
back in our home churches—

one where God’s people speak of 
God’s words to build each other 
u p . T h a n k y o u t o a l l t h e 
participants for making this 
happen! I also would like to thank 
our brothers and sisters in 
Brisbane who have shown such 
generous hosp i ta l i t y—f rom 
cooking our meals to sorting out 
our transport, even to supplying 
mi goreng!


This conference has rea l ly 
challenged what we often ‘default’ 
to : g iv ing our own adv ice 
immediately when prompted, 
choosing songs according to our 
emot ions , do ing devot ions 
because we feel like we should. 
We have had an opportunity to 

question whether all that we do is 
firmly rooted in Scripture, and I 
am sure that God has used this 
conference to transform our 
hearts to turn to His word more. 
My prayer is that our leaders will 
not be complacent with their 
under-standing and love for God’s 
word, but to continue in what we 
have learned and have become 
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convinced of—trusting that His 
word will sustain us in all our lives. 
Praise be to God for His living 
word!


Henry Yoo 

I was looking forward to EEU from 
the time I heard about it at AMYC 
last year. I was quite keen to learn 
more about God's words how to 
study and teach it to others, as 
well as to catch up from people I 
m e t a t A M Y C a g a i n . T h e 
programs at EEU were quite 
intense and content heavy but 
also quite useful. There were 
many things during EEU that 
spoke to me. 


Firstly, the night talks helped to 
plant some conviction in my heart. 
The first night, Adam talked about 
reading our Bibles emotionally 
rather than just intellectually, in a 
similar way as you would read 
love letters as the Bible is in one 
sense God's love letters to us; 
about His love shown through 
Jesus Christ. It really spoke to me 
because recently I have gotten a 
bit lazy with reading my Bible 
daily and even the times that I did, 
I was often doing it as if I was 
reading a newspaper article and 
not feeling the love of God that 
was reflec ted th rough the 
passages. 


Another thing that convicted me 
from the night talks was when 
Adam said, ‘We forget the gospel 
every day’. It resonated with me 
as i t reminded me of my 

personal life where I read my 
Bible, felt convicted for a while, 
and just went back to my usual 
habits in life. It felt especially 
relevant because recently I felt like 
my personal spiritual growth had 
b e e n s t a g n a n t . T h e t a l k s 
conv i c ted me to be more 
intentional in my relationship with 
God and reading God's words. 
Another thing that convicted me 
was the speakers on the Q&A 
panel. I was impressed at how 
they were filled with God's words 
and were able to refer back to the 
Scripture and answer challenging 
questions. It gave me even more 
motivation to really take time to 
read God's words as i t is 
important in helping me to defend 
my faith when I am challenged. I 
do not want to make it all about 
just head knowledge, as the most 
important thing is my personal 
relationship with God, but being 
filled with the knowledge of 
Scriptures is very useful in 
proclaiming my faith to people 
around me and sharing the words 
of God as all Christians are 
commanded to do so. 


Also, one of the things that 
encouraged me was when Rev. 
Sean Kong mentioned during the 
morning talk that the issue is with 
the soil (people) so we should not 
tamper with the seed (the gospel). 
I have recently had times when I 
shared the gospel with people 
and was disappointed at how 
some of them were not very 
receptive and kept falling into the 
trap of thinking ‘Am I doing 
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something wrong?’ But, this 
message gave me a good 
reminder that it is just part of our 
broken human nature to reject the 
gospel , so I should not be 
surprised or discouraged when 
people don’t accept the gospel, 
as it reminds me that it is God's 
job to change people's hearts, 
and I just need to faithfully keep 
serving God by spreading the 
gospel. 


I had a great time at EEU and 
have been convicted of many 
t h i n g s a n d I w i s h t h e s e 
convictions remain in me and 
continue to shape the way I live 
my life for God. Also, I would 
highly recommend EEU to other 
people as it is a good experience 
to help one grow spiritually and 
be better equipped in serving 
God. I hope I can go again next 
year.


Sheena Chen  

EEU was one of the best training 
conferences that I’ve ever been 
to, and I don’t say this lightly. It 
was clear how much effort and 
thought had been put into 
fleshing out this year’s topic 
‘Sufficiency of the Scriptures for 
Life and Ministry’ in the talks and 
workshops. 


Over the five days, we were 
blessed to sit under the faithful 
p reach ing o f God ’s wo rd . 
Personally, I was challenged to 
carefully read and faithfully teach 
God’s word to my youth to help 

them understand God’s word for 
themselves and deepen their 
relationship with Him. I was 
reminded what a privilege it is to 
be able to teach God’s word to 
others but also the responsibility 
that comes with it. During our 
Bible strand groups, we were 
taught how to extract the big idea 
from the passage and come up 
with implications that were 
relevant to our audience. We had 
a lot of great discussions and 
together our bible reading skills 
were sharpened, sometimes 
painfully, by our strand leader. We 
were also blessed with ministry 
workshops on topics that were 
relevant to us as youth leaders. 
They helped us consider the 
biblical foundations on topics like 
leadership, worship, conflict 
management, and Methodism. 


For me, this conference was also 
a rare opportunity to meet 
brothers and sisters who serve in 
Methodist churches in other 
states and have fellowship with 
one another. We were able to 
share the joys and struggles of 
ministry, to pray for one another 
and consider how we could 
implement the things we’ve 
learned into our respective youth 
ministries. 


I’ll definitely be attending EEU 
next year with the rest of my 
youth leadership team and would 
recommend anyone who is on the 
fence about this conference to 
just jump onboard and commit. 

You definitely won’t regret it!
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If you have any comments, questions, or would like to contribute an 
article, contact us at: 


methodistnews@cmca.org.au 

lamph12@gmail.com 

rickynjoto@gmail.com
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