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Greetings!


This second edition of Connect explores the 
theme of ‘abiding in Christ’, which is the theme 
of CMCA for this year.


Following Bishop’s message in the last edition, 
our abiding in Christ acts as a crucial aspect in 
our journey of discipleship. Without Christ we 
can do nothing, and without his words we are 
unclean. This is the centre of the gospel; that 
Christ has saved us, cleansed us from all un-
righteousness, produced fruit in us, and enabled 
us to grow to be more like him. All this is a gift, 
we don’t earn it, and so we want to receive it and 
hold on to it by abiding in the body of the Giver.


And so, in this edition, this theme is considered 
from several different perspectives. As our abid-
ing in Christ stands in the core of discipleship, 
then Christlike-ness has to penetrate not only 
our theology, but also our practice, social con-
cerns, and community.


In Christ,
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Before the Lord Jesus went to 
the cross, he talked to the disci-
ples about the parable of the vine 
and the branches (Jn. 15:1-17). 
Jesus said, ‘I am the true vine.... I 
am the vine, you are the branch-
es….’ He has repeatedly said that 
the disciples should bear much 
fruit (15:2, 5, 8). He hopes that the 
children of God will be able to 
bear much fruit, and live a victori-
ous Christian life in abundance.

Here, Jesus has stressed repeat-
edly: ‘Abide in me.’ Jesus clearly 
said: ‘Abide in me, and I in you. 
He it is that bears much fruit…… 
By this my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove 
to be my disciples.’ (Jn. 15:7-8) 

Yes, unless we understand the 
meaning of ‘abiding in the Lord,’ 
as well as knowing how to prac-
tice the lifestyle of ‘abiding in 
Him.’ Otherwise, it would be diffi-
cult for Christian spiritual life to 
bear much fruit.

‘Abide’ (Greek μένω) is a very im-
portant term in this passage, and 
it can also be translated as ‘live 
in’ or ‘remain in’. The disciples are 
to live in the Lord, as the branch-
es are to remain on the vine. This 
is the life relationship with God. It 
is a spiritual fact that we received 
God's life when we believe in Je-
sus. However, ‘abide in the Lord’ 
means that we maintain an unin-
terrupted relationship with God in 
our daily lives, and ‘walk in the 
same way in which the Lord 
walked’ (1 Jn. 2:6). Trusting God 

Abide in the 
Lord to Bear 
Much Fruit

FROM THE BISHOP’S DESK

Wikimedia Commons
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is not just a rational understand-
ing, but a practice of action.

Christians who ‘abide in the Lord’ 
ought to abide in the Word of the 
Lord. Jesus said, ‘If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you,
…' (Jn. 15:7). The best way to let 
Jesus live in us is to fill our 
thoughts, hearts, and emotions 
with His Word. Paul wrote: ‘Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing 
one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God. And whatever you 
do, in word or deed, do every-
thing in the name of the Lord Je-
sus, giving thanks to God the Fa-
ther through him.’ (Col. 3:16-17). 
The psalmist has long mentioned 
that, those who delight is in the 
law of the LORD, and meditates 
on his law, day and night, ‘He is 
like a tree planted by streams of 
water that yields its fruit in its 
season, and its leaf does not 
wither. In all that he does, he 
prospers.’ (Ps. 1:2-3)

Our founder, John Wesley, valued 
greatly studying the Bible with a 
worshipping heart and listening to 
God’s words with a godly atti-
tude. He once said, ‘I kept myself 
far from busy people. I sat alone 
so I can be alone with God. I 
opened the Bible and read the 
Word o f God before God. 
Through this, I found the way of 
heaven.’ In order to have enough 
time to do his devotion quietly, he 

will read and meditate on the 
Bible in the morning as well as in 
the evening.

Christians who ‘abide in the Lord’ 
also ought to abide in the love of 
the Lord. Jesus said, ‘As the Fa-
ther has loved me, so have I 
loved you. Abide in my love.’ (Jn. 
15:9). Jesus loves us, and in order 
to save us, He gave up His holy 
life for us! He wants us to abide in 
His love. How can we abide in the 
love of the Lord? The Lord said, 
‘If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s com-
mandments and abide in his 
love.’ (Jn 15:10).

Another good way to let Jesus 
live in us is to let His love inspire, 
motivate and guide our lives. 
Christians who ‘abide in the Lord’ 
not only serve as Christians in the 
church on Sundays, they will 
obey the Lord's commands in 
their work, in the family, in their 
minds, in their will, and in places 
people cannot see. So, what is 
the Lord’s command? Jesus said, 
‘This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have 
loved you.’ (Jn. 15:12). I hope that 
we are willing to build a caring 
church with mutual caring ac-
tions: mutual help, comfort and 
support, so that we can always 
follow the love of the Lord Jesus 
on the journey of faith and live for 
the Lord. Often, a warm greeting 
of love and care, a greeting card, 
a friendly phone call, and a small 
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gift can bring hope to those in disap-
pointment, comfort in pain, and encour-
agement in depression.

When we, as Christians, fill our thoughts, 
hearts, and emotions, with the Word of 
the Lord, and let the love of the Lord mo-
tivates and guides our lives, we can bear 
much fruit. What fruit would we be bear-
ing? The New Testament mentions at 
least four kinds of fruit: (1). The fruit of the 
Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23); (2). The fruit of 
praise (Heb. 13:15); (3). The fruit of good 
works (Col. 1:10); (4). The fruit of leading 
people to the Lord (Rom. 1:13; 1 Cor. 
16:15). God not only wants us to be more 
like Jesus in our lives, praising Him in 
words, doing more good deeds, and 
God's ultimate goal is to keep us, those 
who have been saved, in the world, that 
is, we must be his spokesperson, living 
out our lives as good testimony to lead 
people to God.

The Christian life is to bear much fruit. On 
the one hand, let people know that we are 
disciples of the Lord, while on the other 
hand, to glorify our Heavenly Father (Jn. 
15:8). May the Lord grant us the will to 
make the commitment: ‘abide in the Lord, 
to bear much fruit,’ encouraging and mo-
tivating one another, and work together to 
realise the theme of this year.


Bishop Dr. Albert Wong 
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Picture a bicycle wheel… if the 
Bishop is the hub of CMCA, then 
District Superintendents (DS’s) are 
the spokes radiating outward, 
connecting all the local churches 
together to form a connectional 
church structure.  Based primarily 
on geography, CMCA’s three DS’s 
carry out their connectional func-
tions in their respective districts: 
East, South & West.  Let’s get to 
know our DS’s, beginning with 
District East.


Rev. Alexis Lui is the DS of Dis-
trict East, constituting these four 
local churches – Eight Mile Plains 
(QLD), Sherwood (QLD). Carlton 
(NSW), Redeemer (NSW) – and 

one preaching centre: Canberra.  
Hailing originally from Hong Kong, 
DS Lui has served 19 years in 
ministry, all of them at Eight Mile 
Plains. Also included in his pas-
toral duties is the preaching point 
at Wishart.


With Rom. 8:28 as his favourite 
Scripture, DS Lui’s life is some 
sort of a reflection of what it says: 
‘And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.’


While in Darwin as an expatriate, 
DS Lui helped 15 young people in 
a Chinese church. Through this, 
he discovered that God has given 
him a heart to love people, espe-

INTRODUCING DS. LUI

DISTRICT NEWS
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especially youth. This eventually 
culminated in DS Lui’s surrender-
ing to God’s call into full-
time ministry in 2002.


To prepare for full-time min-
istry, DS Lui studied four 
years of theology in Hong 
Kong, receiving a Diploma 
in Theology. Another two 
years at Bible College of 
Queensland (now Brisbane 
School of Theology) saw 
him graduating from there 
with BMin. Standing behind 
DS Lui to support and spur 
him on in his calling is his wife 
and two children.  DS Lui met his 
wife, Shirley, in the MYF of his 
childhood hometown. After 36 
years of marriage, he’s still effer-
vescing much delight and joy 
over her.  About Shirley, DS Lui 
says, ‘She loves God. She serves 
God humbly and carries a meek 
character.’


The Lui children are all grown. 
Vivian, the daughter, is married.  
She and her husband, Kevin 
Zhang, are both serving faithfully 
at Eight Mile Plains. Vivian is a 
mathematics lecturer in the Uni-
versity of Queensland, while 
Kevin practices law. The younger 
of the children, Samuel, is a fi-
nancial analyst at Ford, in Mel-
bourne. Being away from Bris-
bane gives Samuel a good oppor-
tunity for him to learn to be on his 
own.


In terms of District ministry, DS 
Lui sees his primary function as 

rendering support to the pastors 
and local churches by giving ad-
vice and facilitating communica-
tions. This is poignant in the way 
the spokes of a bicycle wheel 
support and keep it in shape. DS 
Lui hopes that through the exist-
ing District structure, the different 
needs of each church and every 
pastor can be met, such as, or-
ganising a pastors’ retreat. Fur-
thermore, this connectional model 
can be brought to bear in pursuit 
of CMCA’s vision and theme 
through local churches’ participa-
tion in the programs and initia-
tives of various AC boards.


When asked to share something 
from his experience of church 
ministry, DS Lui thoughtfully re-
marks that we work in the west-

F: DS Lui, Shirley 
B: Samuel, Kevin Zhang, Vivian
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tern context where people have been 
brought up in the atmosphere of ‘Human 
Right’.  In certain areas, this creates ten-
sion with God’s authority. This invariably 
makes Christian ministry challenging. 

Faced with such chal-
lenging times, DS Lui 
draws upon 2 Cor. 
12:9 to encourage 
fellow believers:  

But he said to me, 
‘My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power 
is made perfect in 
weakness.’ Therefore 
I will boast all the 
more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may 
rest on me.


Perhaps such prac-
tical disposition is 
indicative of DS Lui’s 
wisdom rubbed-off 

of his personal interests in fixing/repairing 
things.  He jokes that this side of him 
makes his house smaller and smaller – be-
cause what’s repaired is worth keeping. 
But from his diverse hobbies of history, art, 
craft, antique, film, science, and mathe-
matics, there is certainly something good 
to be gained and applied in a society that 
emphasises so much on diversity.


Soldier on, DS Lui!  


- Rev. Peter Yong 

Peter serves as a minister at Goodwood 
Chinese Methodist Church in Adelaide.

F: Vivian, Kevin Zhang 
B: Shirley, DS Lui, 
Samuel

‘...people have been 
brought up in the at-
mosphere of “Human 
Right”.  In certain areas, 
this creates tension with 
God’s authority.’ 

- DS. Lui

Logos Stock Images
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Do you feel apprehensive, 
perhaps even afraid, to share the 
gospel? What if I told you that 
there are hundreds, even thou-
sands of people who have never 
heard the gospel and would wel-
come you with open arms to 
share it with them? This is what 
we have witnessed time and again 
in Cambodia’s north-western 
province of Battambang (pro-
nounced Battambong), the mis-
sion field of Kingsway Methodist 
Church.


How would you feel when you fi-
nally overcome your fear and 
share the gospel with someone, 
and lo and behold, that person 
says, ‘Yes! I believe in Jesus. I 
want to receive Him into my life’? 
Jesus tells us that there will be 
great rejoicing in heaven over 
even one sinner who repents. 
What a great privilege it would be 
to share that joy with all the an-
gels in heaven. Quite often, whole 
families came to Christ. In 2016, 
for example, a three-generational 
family of twelve prayed to receive 
Jesus after we

Back to Battambang: 
Kingsway’s Mission Field in Cambodia

LOCAL NEWS

This family received Jesus as Saviour after hearing the gospel during our mis-
sion in 2016.
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shared the gospel with them.  I 
believe this is what’s bringing 
many of us back to Battambang 
a l m o s t e v e r y y e a r s i n c e 
Kingsway’s first mission trip there 
in 2012. The field is truly ripe for 
harvest!


Our teams have been back to 
Battambang five times, most re-
cently in January and February 
2019. One of our objectives in or-
ganizing these trips is to encour-
age those who have 
never gone on mission 
trips to be a part of the 
team so that they get to 
practise sharing the 
gospel and observe the 
power of God working 
through them as they 
step out in faith, over-
come their fears, and 
share the gospel.


Typically, a mission 
would last for 7 or 8 
days. We would run a 3 
to 4-day youth leader-
ship camp for about 
150 youths. The pro-
gramme would include talks on 
spiritual growth and leadership, 
conversational English, health and 
hygiene, and evangelistic children 
programmes for those in the 
younger age group. We would 
spend 2 or 3 days in rural villages 
sharing the gospel through chil-
dren ministry programmes and 
visiting homes. Sundays are spent 
worshipping at the host church 

and having fellowship with them. 
Ministries are delivered in English, 
with the local pastor and leaders 
serving as interpreters.

Over the years, we have seen how 
wonderfully, and sometimes mys-
teriously, God works amongst His 
people in the mission field. Jenny, 
who has been on every mission 
trip recalls how, during a visit to 
one of the villages in 2012, her 
team shared the gospel with a 
lady in her fifties. The lady had 

been bed-ridden for several years 
and did not appear very lucid. 
Jenny recounted, ‘When our pas-
tor shared the gospel with her, 
tears rolled down her cheeks as 
she received Jesus into her life. 
When we visited her the following 
year, she could sit up and move 
about. What amazed us was she

Children are a captured audience when it comes 
to the gospel.
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could remember us and even 
shed tears of joy as she wel-
comed us to her home.’


Jennifer, who went on her first 
mission trip in 2014 said, ‘I was 
deeply touched by how passion-
ately the youths worshipped God. 
They sang and danced with all 
their hearts. And when it came to 
reading the Bible, they read to-
gether with such oneness and 
gusto, I thought to myself, “If only 
we could read Scripture like them 
in our local churches.”’ 


Jordan, who went on his maiden 
trip in 2016, recalled his en-
counter with a bare-bodied and 
heavily tattooed man with cig-
arette in his mouth. ‘I was terribly 
intimidated by his looks. I thought 
he would never believe in Jesus, 
but he did!’ Indeed, the man was 
initially quite resistant to the 
gospel. ‘I believe all religion is 

good,’ he said in Khmer. But 
thanks to God, his heart softened 
when he was confronted with the 
gospel truth that Jesus is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life, and 
that no one comes to the Father 
except through him. Praise the 
Lord, the man submitted to the 
Lord and received Jesus into his 
heart.


This year, instead of a youth 
camp, we organised two evange-
listic rallies. Bruce, our evange-
lism steward, delivered the gospel 
message to about sixty partici-
pants on the first night, while Tim, 
our Christian education steward, 
spoke to about seventy on the 
second. We were greatly encour-
aged by the enthusiastic re-
sponse. Many of the youths either 
received Jesus or re-affirmed their 
faith in Him. Tim later told me, ‘I 
don’t know what came over me. 
As I delivered the gospel mes-

The principal of this village school allowed the team to share the gospel with 
the students for a full hour.
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sage, I was so filled with anger 
with the false religions and cor-
ruption that these youths were 
being surrounded by, I had to 
speak the gospel boldly and firmly 
to set them free.’ Truly, we saw a 
side of Tim that we had never 
seen before. I believe he was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, reminiscent of 
how the apostle Peter spoke with 
such boldness and clarity on the 
Day of Pentecost in Acts 2. 


In one of the villages, our team 
witnessed a former Khmer Rouge 
fighter acknowledge his sin and 
invite Jesus into his life. Pointing 
to a huge scar in his abdomen, 
the once hardened veteran said, ‘I 
got this from a machine gun bul-
let.’ It is amazing how the gospel, 
spoken in partnership with the 
Holy Spirit, can turn hearts of 
stone into hearts of flesh.


On another occasion, God 
opened doors for us where we 

least expected. Tim was leading a 
group of Cambodian youths and 
sharing the gospel from home to 
home when he chanced upon a 
local village school. For some 
reason, the students were hang-
ing around with nothing to do. 
The team quickly took the oppor-
tunity to share the gospel with the 
students until one of the teachers 
appeared and said we would have 
to obtain permission from the 
principal in order to talk to the 
students. To our pleasant sur-
prise, when the teacher contacted 
the principal, he promptly arrived 
at the school and allowed us to 
use their facilities to share the 
gospel with all the students!


I asked Bruce how this mission 
trip has impacted his life. He said, 
‘Seeing how God opened the 
hearts of so many people to re-
ceive Jesus as their personal Sav-
iour is the most rewarding part of 
the trip for me. This trip reminded 

Cambodia Mission Team 2019. L - R: Tim, Lam, Jennifer, Jenny, Bruce.
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me that God is sovereign and He will 
work everything out according to His 
purpose. I do not need to despair 
when things do not go as planned. I 
just need to trust and obey.’


The theme of our mission trip this year 
was ‘For God so loved the world…’ 
from John 3:16. This was the message 
we wanted to share with the people of 
Battambang so that they know that 
there is a God who loves them much 
more than they know and His name is 
Jesus. And as we took small steps of 
faith to do our part, we saw how true 
this was and how much God loved 
them. God was using us and working 
with us to reach out to them. We now 
have a better appreciation of what Je-
sus meant when He said to His disci-
ples, ‘Don’t you have a saying, “It’s 
still four months until harvest?” I tell 
you, open your eyes and look at the 
fields! They are ripe for harvest.’ (Jn. 
4:35) Indeed, ‘the harvest is plentiful 
but the workers are few.’ (Mt. 9:37). 
May the Lord of the Harvest send 
more workers into the harvest field 
and bring us back to Battambang.


- Rev. P. H. Lam 

Pastor Lam is the Pastor-in-Charge of 
Kingsway Methodist Church, Perth, 
WA.

‘… God opened doors 
for us where we least 
expected.’ 

- Lam

Logos Stock Images
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Those who hope in the LORD 

will renew their strength 
They will mount up like eagles 
They will run and not be weary 
They will walk and not faint 

(Isaiah 40:31) 


So continues the knowing God 
responsive reading which we’re 
exploring in this series. God is 
power; therefore, he can give 
strength and endurance to fragile 
people like us. But how powerful 
is God? The favourite question of 
teenage atheists everywhere: 
Could God make a rock so big he 
couldn’t lift it? 


Stop. Time out. The reading 
doesn’t say God is powerful. It 
says, God is power. Completely 
different idea. Christians have 

spent a lot of time thinking about 
the difference between God is 
powerful and God is power. 
Here’s a couple of ideas that help 
us explain the difference. 


On one hand, there’s the creator-
creature distinction. In the catego-
ry of creature, you have all the 
stuff and people God has made. 
You, me, fish, Joan of Arc, volca-
noes, the Devil, Moses, and 
platypi – we are all creatures. We 
exist in a set place with limits. 
Because all creatures have limits, 
all creatures are quantifiable. My 
arm is a certain length. I can carry 
my niece for a certain number of 
seconds before I must put her 
down. Our limited existence 
means we can ask questions like, 
how powerful is that volcano? 
How big is that fish? How far 
away is that star?


GOD IS POWER

BIBLE & THEOLOGY
Logos Stock Images
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And our existence is limited because we 
receive it from someone else. From God. 
He makes us, and he makes us in a cer-
tain way. To be a creature means you 
didn’t make yourself. It’s a one-way rela-
tionship. God creates; creatures are cre-
ated. Sometimes life feels very unfair, 
and we want to say to God, I didn’t ask 
to be made like this! But nothing asks to 
be made. The universe didn’t choose to 
exist. God decided to make it.


Everything around us seems like it 
makes sense. Rocks, trees, mountains, 
buildings, planets, moons, stars. They 
seem solid and reliable. But in fact, all of 
this exists because of God’s will. There 
was only God, and then he blew a soap 
bubble. Our universe is a plate God is 
spinning. Its solidity is fragile. The uni-
verse is reliable only because God is re-
liable.


And this takes us to the other hand, the 
idea of participation. God shares what 
he has with his universe. In a dim and 
second-hand way, like a mirror reflecting 
the Sun. Goodness in the universe 
comes from God’s goodness. Jesus 
makes this point in Mark 10 when a man 
calls him ‘good teacher.’ Jesus replies, 
‘Why do you call me good? No one is 
good except God alone.’


We mean two different things when we 
say good teacher and when we say God 
is good. God has the real and complete 
version of what we share. Goodness in 
the universe comes from God’s good-
ness. Wisdom in the universe comes 
from God’s wisdom. And power in the 

‘God is powerful? No, 
God is power.’ 

- Lucas
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in the universe comes from God’s 
power. 


If we come back to the annoying 
question, can God make a rock 
so big he couldn’t lift it? We have 
to say that in a sense, the answer 
is no he cannot. Because God is 
not an object that can be quanti-
fied or measured. He is where the 
existence and ability of things 
comes from. The power of inertia 
to keep a rock in place, the power 
of gravity to hold things together – 
these things come from God by 
participation. It’s like asking 
whether the definition of ‘can’ can 
do something. 


I know we’ve done a lot of deep 
thinking. But even the simplest 
statements about God come with 
big footnotes and asterisks. But I 
want to end with an encourage-
ment. God gives you strength. He 
has been doing it your whole life. 
Even the firing neurons as you 
read this article, are firing be-
cause God shares his can-ness 
with you. The strength that Isaiah 
40 is talking about – the en-
durance of suffering through 

knowledge of God – is a variation 
on what God has been doing all 
along. You know God can give 
you strength through the Holy 
Spirit. Because God has already 
been giving strength in many oth-
er ways. 


God is powerful? No, God is 
power. He is not a creature but a 
creator. And he is generous with 
his power.


- Lucas Sharley 
 
Lucas serves as a youth worker at 
Eight Miles Plain Methodist in 
Brisbane
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IN CHRIST: 
Innocent or Guilty?

PRACTICAL THEOLOGY

In. It is a preposition that con-
veys a sense of something being 
immersed or surrounded by an-
other substance. 


Put a cucumber into a jar of vine-
gar and overtime, the cucumber 
transforms into a pickle - a rela-
tively different substance with an 
unrecognisable taste. Allow a 
caterpillar to hide itself in a co-
coon for an appropriate amount 
of time, and it will eventually 
emerge as a butterfly - a creature 
of an entirely different form, 
through the process of metamor-
phosis. 


We are likely to use the word in on 
a daily basis without even thinking 
much about it. We fall in love, we 
change our status to being in a 
relationship; when we’re hurting, 
we are in pain and when things 
seem to be perpetually hopeless, 

we find ourselves in depression. 
Regardless of which situation we 
are in, our surroundings drastical-
ly influence our reality. Talk to the 
person who is in constant pain 
and compare it to somebody who 
just fell in love, chances are that 
both would have two vastly differ-
ent perspectives towards life. 

Being ‘in Christ’ conveys the no-
tion that we actively identify our-
selves with Christ, not just merely 
as a Christian by name, but by 
being one with Christ. One cannot 
be ‘in Christ’ without being trans-
formed by Christ. When we im-
merse ourselves in the presence 
of God, His Holy Spirit moulds 
and transforms us from the inside 
out. It does not come overnight, it 
requires the constant discipline of 
poring over His Word, clinging on 
to His truths in the chaos of life 
and walking out the path of love. 
This is especially true when we 
are in the midst of hatred, rejec-
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tion and persecution. As we readi-
ly soak ourselves in the presence 
of God, our hearts will be re-
newed into one that yields desir-
able spiritual fruits for His glory.


On a practical level, being ‘in 
Christ’ means walking so closely 
to God that His heartbeat for the 
lost reverberates within our 
hearts. Too many of us are overly 
contented staying within the four 
walls of the church that we fail to 
recognise that we have a man-
date to fulfil – a commission that 
calls us to make disciples of all 
nations and to raise the next gen-
eration of believers with truth and 
love. John Maxwell puts it bluntly 
and says, ‘most Christians are 
educated way beyond their level 
of obedience.’ I pray that we 
would not just be educated, but 
to be truly obedient. May we be a 
generation that rises up with a 
passionate fervour to answer the 
mandate that calls us to contend 
for the least, the last and the lost, 

and to raise a generation that will 
finish the race with the very same 
heartbeat resonating within them.


Mother Teresa exemplified what it 
truly meant to be so transformed 
by Christ that her entire world 
changed. She left her life of com-
fort and answered God’s beckon-
ing for her go to the slums of Cal-
cutta where ‘the poorest of the 
poor’ resided, so that she could 
bring a touch of God’s love to the 
lost and the abandoned. Her great 
love for the people, that stemmed 
from her devoted love for Christ 
emanated so radiantly, that it be-
came an unrivalled force of love 
that shattered anti-theism mind-
sets. 


Greg Laurie poses the question, 
‘if you were arrested for being a 
Christian, would there be enough 
evidence to convict you?’


I pray that the fruits we bear as 
Christians will speak for itself with 

Robert Reisman. Cucumber Tendril. Wikimedia Commons.
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a resounding ‘yes’. May we continue 
to abide in Christ and allow Him to 
transform us from the inside out, so 
that others would get to taste and see 
the goodness of our Lord and be won 
over for Christ.


- Jun Gan 

Jun is married to Ps. Ivan Low. To-
gether, they serve at Immanuel Me-
thodist Church in Perth.

‘As we readily soak 
ourselves in the pres-
ence of God, our hearts 
will be renewed into 
one that yields desir-
able spiritual fruits for 
His glory.’ 

- Jun

Logos Stock Image.
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GOD NEXT DOOR: 
Social Concern for Our Neighbour and for 

Those Overseas

SOCIAL THEOLOGY
Logos Stock Image.

Social concern is sometimes 
associated with helping with nat-
ural disasters, orphanage spon-
sorships, overseas medical mis-
sions, and the like.  But is that 
what social concern is all about?


There was a story about two 
Christians who lived in the same 
neighbourhood.


John had a big heart for social 
concerns. He felt a burden for 
those suffering from leprosy in 
India and planned to go to there 
to help them. One day, as he was 
watering his garden, he began 
speaking to his neighbour, who 

was recently diagnosed with a 
prostate cancer.  John expressed 
his sympathy and continued to 
make plans to go to India.  He 
started to learn the necessary 
language and did all he could to 
prepare. Occasionally, he would 
pass by his neighbour and see his 
health deteriorating, but John was 
determined to go to India.


In the same suburb was Tim. He 
heard through the church that an-
other man was ill with throat can-
cer. He knocked on the door of 
the stranger and asked if he could 
help.  Each day, he came and 
washed the man. The stranger’s 
family was not from the Christian 
background. They were touched 
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by Tim’s love and service. Even-
tually the ill man recovered, and 
the family started going to church 
and eventually became Chris-
tians.


John was about to go to India 
when he discovered that his visa 
was invalid. And sadly, he also 
discovered that his neighbour had 
died two months before. John 
wondered whether he had mis-
placed his energy and focus on 
the last two years preparing to go 
to India while he could have cared 
for, and ministered to, his neigh-
bour.


——


Obviously the story above reeks 
of similarities with the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. However, it 
also shows the complexity of so-
cial work. How are we to allocate 
the limited resources of time, 
money, and energy? For whom? 
And how?


The concern for natural disasters, 
orphanage sponsorships, and 
medical missions is all important. 
We need to care for the vulnera-
ble, especially those overseas 
who have great needs (Matt. 5:7).


But I wonder if, as individuals, we 
sometimes neglect to care for our 
immediate neighbours? Just as 
John appeared to experience 
sadness for not caring for his 
neighbour during his quest to help 

those overseas, we may experi-
ence the same regret.


As we go through life, it is not un-
common to come across people 
in our path struggling.  It might be 
a physical, emotional, relational, 
financial or spiritual struggle. 
There is always temptation to say 
‘It is not your problem, it is theirs’, 
or ‘I don’t have enough time’. 
However, Christ’s teachings ex-
horts us to ‘Love the Lord your 
God… and love your neighbour 
as yourself’ (Luk. 10:27).  


Australia’s leading missiologist, 
Michael Frost, states that the best 
person to love another person is 
you, in the presence of another.   
In other words, Frost directs us to 
neighbourly love.  Frost calls this 
incarnational love, just as Jesus 
became incarnate for us on earth.  
When you practice incarnational 
love, you are able to perceive 
best, know first-hand the context 
of the situation, and are physically 
in a position to take action in love.  
This is why neighbourly love is so 
important and unique. This is 
what Jesus practiced when he 
was on earth, healing, feeding 
and preaching to people, as he 
met them as his neighbours.


As an individual or a church, as 
we engage in social concerns 
overseas, we ought not to forget 
to care for our neighbours.  It is 
incarnational love. There is much 
opportunity to show the love of 
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incarnational love. There is much 
opportunity to show the love of 
Jesus as we go about in our daily 
lives with the neighbours with 
whom we come in contact.


In summary, both the love for our 
immediate neighbours and love 
for those overseas are equally im-
portant in Jesus’s kingdom. We 
must not forget neighbourly love. 
It was what Jesus commanded us 
to do. If we neglect one or the 
other, we do a disservice to God. 
If we engage both, it brings im-
mense joy and glory to God.


Recommended Reading 
Simon Holt. God Next Door: 
Spirituality and Mission in the 
Neighbourhood. 
This is a good book if you want to 
engage in social concerns and 
evangelism in the neighbourhood 
you live in.


Will and Lisa Samson. Justice in 
the Burbs: Being The Hands of 
Jesus Wherever You Live. 
This book teaches how to over-
come barriers to engage in social 
concerns for someone living in a 
Western country.


Michael Frost. Incarnate: The 
Body of Christ in an Age of Dis-
engagement. 
This book explores how to minis-
ter incarnationally as Jesus did.


- Kim Tan 

Kim is a Local Preacher and So-
c i a l C o n c e r n s S t e w a rd o f 
Kingsway Methodist Church.  He 
previously worked as a Psycholo-
gist with people from disadvan-
taged and marginalised back-
grounds for over 5 years.

‘There is much oppor-
tunity to show the love 
of Jesus as we go 
about in our daily lives 
with the neighbours 
with whom we come in 
contact.’ 

- Kim



�24

We recognise this phrase 
‘Half-Truths’, whether we’ve been 
in a courtroom or just seen one 
advertisement depicted on televi-
sion. Unfortunately, just because 
defendants and witnesses are 
told to tell the whole truth before 
they get on the witness stand, 
that doesn’t mean they always 
do. This is why we have the 
word perjury: human beings have 
trouble telling the truth even when 
they say they are telling the truth.

Half-truths are sinister because 
they involve just enough of the 
truth to make the lie seem less 
obvious or offensive. Telling the 
‘whole truth’ can be very difficult 
in many situations, leading to half 
truths such as: ‘Technically, I 
didn’t eat all the cookies like you 
said; see, there’s one left.’

Half-truths avoid what is actually 
meant and live in technicalities 
and ‘portions’ of truth. Make no 
mistake; these are an enemy of 
honesty and God hates them. 

Words that have a sliver of truth 
may be persuasive (Col. 2:4), but 
are still empty and deceptive 
(Eph. 5:6). Satan deceives the 
whole world (Rev. 12:9) and often 
mixes truth in with his lies. 

Half-Truths in the Bible 
As if the blatant lie Satan told Eve 
(‘You will not surely die’) wasn’t 
enough, Satan also used a de-
ceptive half-truth about the fruit of 
the wrong tree to further entice 
Eve: ‘For God knows that in the 
day you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil’ (Gen. 3:5). 
Satan mixed truth with a lie with 
expert cunning.

Eve’s eyes were opened, but her 
experience of knowing good and 
evil was far from being like God. It 
opened the door for humanity to 
choose Satan’s way of thinking, 
not God’s way. Satan basically 
told her enough of the truth to 
hook her, and left out enough of 
the lie to make it seem like a ‘win-
win’ choice.


HALF-TRUTHS

A FEW MORE WORDS
Wikimedia Commons
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Abraham used a technicality about his 
wife in order to call her his sister in situ-
ations where he felt it would be safer for 
him (Gen. 12:10-20). Of course, it may 
well have placed  her  in greater jeop-
ardy! Such is the problem with half-
truths.

Recognising Half-Truths 
It is important to have the whole truth, 
when possible, and not just a manipu-
lated half-truth. How can we tell which 
is which?

1. Get both sides of every story. Re-
member the old saying, ‘There are two 
sides to every story, and the truth usu-
ally lies somewhere in the middle.’ 
There are exceptions, but that is the 
basic rule when it comes to determining 
half-truths. We need to make sure that 
we are not just listening to what ap-
pears true at first, but instead take all 
the facts into account (Prov.18:17).

2. Consider the wisdom of the 
source.  When hearing something that 
seems like it might be a half-truth, it is 
helpful to think of how much godly wis-
dom the source is using (Jas. 3:17). Is 
what I’m hearing pure? Is its purpose 
for peace? Is it told gently? Is the 
source willing to yield to scrutiny? Is the 
source historically merciful and good? 
Is this source avoiding partiality and 
hypocrisy, and has he or she done so in 
the past?

Avoiding Half-Truths 
Now, most importantly, it is our turn. 
Making sure we always tell the whole 
truth, and not half-truths, is challenging 
but not impossible (Matt. 19:26).


‘We need to always be 
asking ourselves, “Did I 
just tell the whole truth 
or just part of it?”’ 

- James

Wikimedia Commons
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1. Remember that half-truths 
are not the truth. Satan is the fa-
ther of half-truths as well, not just 
lies. Half-truths may seem less 
wrong since there is a smidgen of 
truth attached to them, but they 
are still an enemy of honesty.

2. Understand the impact of 
half-truths and why God hates 
them.  Worshipping God in ‘spirit 
and truth’ (Jn. 4:24) is hard to do 
with only half the truth. God’s 
Word is truth (Jn. 17:17), but so 
many deviations and half-truths 
have been taught about the Bible 
that the world is in complete spiri-
tual confusion. Half-truths are re-
sponsible for millions of people 
avoiding God’s laws and actually 
using parts of the Bible to justify 
their actions: ‘There are parts of 
the Bible I like, and parts of the 
Bible I don’t like.’ Half-truths have 
been used by church members 
and clergies to split the church 
and to drive away God’s love that 
existed among brothers and sis-
ters. Unfortunately, many people 
just listen to one side of the story. 
I feel sad when I see such drama 
happening at our church. 

3. Examine our speech for ‘half-
truths.’  We need to always be 
asking ourselves, ‘Did I just tell 
the whole truth, or only part of 
it?’, ‘Am I hiding a portion of the 
truth to make myself look good or 
to escape something?’

The second enemy of honesty, 
telling half-truths, is just as de-

structive and prevalent as the first 
‘Enemy of Honesty: Lies.’ With 
God’s help and a dedication to tell 
the whole truth, we can overcome 
this deceptive mixture of truth and 
fiction in our lives. 

Unfortunately in the present 
world, not only that non-believers 
tell half-truths, but Christians are 
also doing the same thing. Worst 
still, our clergies are not excluded. 
Let’s always be reminded by our 
ninth commandment ‘You shall 
not bear false witness against 
your neighbour’ (Exod. 20:16).

All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ 
or ‘No’;  anything beyond this 
comes from the evil one (Matt. 
5:37). Truthful lips endure forever, 
but a lying tongue lasts only a 
moment. The Lord detests lying 
lips, but he delights in people who 
are trustworthy (Prov. 12:19, 22). 
Amen!


- James & Lily Lau

James is a member of the LCEC 
at Sherwood Methodist Church.
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聅㾴䙄硼葦ᐟ䋊ᴺ硽粩䋊玡ॊ��'�0LQ�
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2019 AUSTRALIA
QLD, VIC, NSW, SA, TAS

WEEK
NATIONAL EVANGELISTIC

澳洲卫理华人年议会布道部主办

美化人生七个秘诀 
布道周

Seven Secrets of Beautifying Life

DATE: FRI
19/07/2019 

DATE: SAT
20/07/2019

TIME: 福恩堂�6KHUZRRG�0&
��/HYLQJWRQ�5G��
(LJKW�0LOH�3ODLQV��4/'�����
관羬Ո��襊靦皐粩趂�������������

晚上双语布道培灵会
%LOLQJXDO�(YDQJHOLVWLF�	�'HYRWLRQDO�0HHWLQJ
����SP�����SP

BRISBANE

MELBOURNE
TIME: 谢恩堂 &DPEHUZHOO�0&

���&RRORRQJDWWD�5G��
&DPEHUZHOO��9,&�����
관羬Ո��雍疑ᆭ粩趂�������������

晚上华语布道培灵会
����SP�����SP

괟犨物岄傀໊瑼ᐰᶪ㿁瓼ݶૡ聅㾴ے癥皐ᮭᐰᶪ硽괡粩䒍牐
癥珠उ苉Ոचꕱ硽괡Ԇ犨粩䒍牧Ӿ麃聅苉Ոचꕱஏ٧犤괡א
��1&&&:&��氝㺔牧Ӿᥜ蟂苉Ոचꕱஏ肥괡��0&&$��Ԇଅ牧�麃
聅໊瑼ᐰᶪ㿁瓼茙Ԫ牧�麃聅অၾ௳굆憙毱螇茙Ԫ牐�匍犨物चꕱ
硽汜䟴㶧괡��7RXFK�/LIH�0LVVLRQ���괡裾牧妿ଉ䛑螩牏聅牏㫎牏
稨ݱ瑿�拻螇牐�茐֢物ํ̽䟖䢺覄殱̾牧̽䒉䶷ጱꗟ疑̾牧̽狶
֦๏ጱঅ๏̾牧̽狶֦疑�Ոঅ疑Ո̾牧̽狶֦㱾穇ጱঅᆿ
ྮ̾牧̽盱ጱಭ̾牧݊Ӟ羬ڜੜ奲礚妿�ාᒵ���괝罕牐

President, Touch Life Mission (Oct. 1997)  , Senior Pastor, 
Columbus Chinese Christian Church (1987-1997 ) ,Advisor, North 
Center Chinese Christian Conference (1987-1997 ) Trustee, 
Campus Evangelical Fellowship (1989-1997)   , President, Middle 
West Chinese Christian Association (1990-1991 ) , President, 
Middle West Chinese Christian Association (1993-1994 )  , Senior 
Pastor, Contra Costa Gospel Church (1982-1987)  , Staff, Campus 
Evangelical Fellowship Taiwan (1969-1979)    Published over one 
hundred books, small group study materials, and church growth 
study materials, etc.

DATE: TUE 
23/07/2019 
TIME:

颂恩堂 3UDLVH�0&
����,QYHUPD\�5G��
,QYHUPD\��7$6�����
관羬Ո��ਥႴம粩趂�������������

晚上华语布道培灵会
����SP�����SP

TASMANIA

DATE: THU
25/07/2019  

TIME: 救恩堂 &DUOWRQ�0&
���3ODQWKXUVW�5G��
&DUOWRQ��16:�����
관羬物磷ᰂ鞍粩趂�������������

SYDNEY
晚上双语布道培灵会
%LOLQJXDO�(YDQJHOLVWLF�	�'HYRWLRQDO�0HHWLQJ
����SP�����SP

DATE: FRIDAY 
26/07/2019 

TIME: 思恩堂 *RRGZRRG�0&
��������*RRGZRRG�'U��
*RRGZRRG��6$������
관羬Ո��ط粩趂�������������

ADELAIDE
晚上双语布道培灵会
%LOLQJXDO�(YDQJHOLVWLF�	�'HYRWLRQDO�0HHWLQJ
����SP�����SP

DATE: SAT 
27/07/2019 

TIME: 感恩堂 *UDFH�0&
��:RRGWKRUSH�'U��
:LOOHWWRQ��6$������
관羬Ո��כ୩粩趂�������������

PERTH
晚上双语布道培灵会
%LOLQJXDO�(YDQJHOLVWLF�	�'HYRWLRQDO�0HHWLQJ
����SP�����SP

DATE: WED  
24/07/2019 
TIME:

信恩堂 )DLWK�0&
������0HOYLOOH�6W�
+REDUW��7$6�����
관羬��ୟۑឍ粩趂�������������

晚上华语布道培灵会
����SP�����SP
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If you have any comments, questions, or would like to contribute an arti-
cle, contact us at:

methodistnews@cmca.org.au

lamph12@gmail.com

rickynjoto@gmail.com
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