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Training Disciple Red Facilitators’ on 26 & 27 February at Carlton 
Methodist Church & Parramatta Preaching Point. Photo taken on 
28 February after Sunday service at Parramatta Preaching Point. 
Bishop Kwang and Mrs. Kwang, D.S. Rev. Alexis Lui, with Carlton 
Methodist Church Pastors and Mrs. Tiong (From Left to Right: Mrs. 
Tiong, Ps. David Tiong, Rev. Samuel Chiu, D.S. Rev. Alexis Lui, 
Bishop Kwang, Mrs. Kwang, Ps. Kam Loong Lee, and LP Poon). 

Bishop Kwang on behalf of the sponsoring Conference to CMCNZ      
Mission Conference consecrated the new Superintendent, Rev. 
Adrian King at the closing of the CMCNZ Mission Conference on 
20th March in Wellington. In the photo were Bishop Kwang with 
Rev. Joel Siew (first left) and the new Superintendent, Rev. Adrian 
King, Mrs. King and outgoing Superintendent, Rev. Lai Liang 
Chan. 

The consultation meeting of the WFCMC representatives with Ko-
rean Methodist Church, Methodist Missionary Society of the Meth-
odist Church In Singapore, and  the Global Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church. It discussed the possibility of joining together 
doing mission work in Vietnam, Myanmar and Thailand. It also  
discussed the delegation team visit to China churches in June, and 
preliminary discussion to prepare for WFCMC Mission Conference 

Bishop Kwang with WFCMC representatives, and other Methodist 
Mission Agencies for the Mission Consultation meeting on 1st & 
2nd March at Chiang Mai, Thailand.  

 

Bishop Kwang putting the pin on the Disciple Green participants at 
Trinity Methodist Church during the Disciples introduction session in 
the Sunday Service. It was encouraging to see these brothers and 

sisters committing themselves to continue studying the Word of God. 

 

The CMCNZ is seeking advice from Bishop Kwang on 
how to form CMCNZ Provisional Annual Conference in 
2018 with the formation of the Committee to draft the 
Book of Discipline. Bishop Kwang as advisor at the 
CMCNZ Mission Conference meeting in March with the 
founding pastor, Rev. Joel Siew and all the pastors and 
delegates. 
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Bishop’s Exhortation  

 
John Wesley’s biblical reasoning in regard to God’s sovereignty and human’s responsibil-
ity, in my opinion, on the teaching of salvation is the balance understanding of the Scrip-
ture, as against to the Calvinistic teaching of salvation solely based on God's Sovereignty. 
 

Wesleyan theology believes that God awakens us in our unregenerate state, so that sinners can response to 
God for salvation.  And Wesley call that the prevenient grace of God. The word “prevenient” or “preventing” 
means coming before or preceding i.e. grace which precedes human action and reflects God’s heart for his 
creation. God who created us, He initiates for us to be reconciled to Him, and as such it reveals God as the 
One who pursues us.  
 

This doctrine of prevenient grace although is an orthodox teaching held by the church throughout the        
centuries, it becomes distinctly Wesleyan in its understanding and scope as taught by Wesley. For to Wesley, 
prevenient grace is available to all, such that there is no “natural man” left in a purely fallen state without a 
measure of God’s restorative grace! 
 

Hence, prevenient grace is salvific in direction, meaning that the Spirit of God works not just to restore certain 
faculties of humanity, or to limit human sin, but ultimately directs people to the atoning work of Christ. This is 
one of the distinctive teachings that sets Wesley apart from John Calvin. Prevenient grace reaches beyond 
the Reformed teaching of ‘common grace’ since it involves all of the preparatory work of the Spirit before a 
person accepts the gospel. 
 

I believe, God’s prevenient or preceding work as initiator is firmly grounded in Scripture. Scripture bears    
witness to a God who calls and pursues all people.  
 

Right from the beginning in Genesis, God called Adam while he was in the garden of Eden hiding from the 
shame of sin (refer Gen. 3:9), and for Abraham, he was called out of his father’s house at Haran (refer Gen. 
12:4), and Moses while he was busy tending his flock (refer Exod. 3:4)! God chose Jacob and Israel to bless 
the world because of a promise to Abraham as spelt out by the Apostle Paul in Romans 9, and all these are 
commoners!  
 

And then, in the New Testament we have such passages that clearly shows that God who loves humankind 
is the One who initiates, as revealed in Jesus Christ. “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what 
was lost” (Luke 19:10). We are able to love because he first loved us, and this he did while we were still pow-
erless (refer Rom. 5:6; 1 John 4:10, 19). If we are left to ourselves – our natural man, we would be absorbed 
in sin that leads to utter self-destruction and eternal condemnation and separation from God. 
 

The good news is that God acted in Christ and works through his Spirit in bringing us salvation. Prevenient 
grace is the grace that is at work in us long before one hears the gospel, God quickens people’s hearts to 
become the people He intends.  
 

As in John 1:9 says, “The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world”. Even as we con-
cur with Wesley’s view of salvation, we take seriously the universality of the blessings afforded by Christ and 
actualized by the Holy Spirit (refer also John 12:32; Titus 2:11-14).  
 

Prevenient grace is God’s providence in history that human would seek him and know him (refer Acts 17:26-
27). In this way, He is preparing the world for the hearing of the gospel.  
 

Such grace is irresistible, in that it reaches out to all people. It leads people to be saved in that it is all the  
preparatory work of the Spirit for justifying grace. Such grace comports well with the loving character of God, 
which is fundamental to the teachings of the Bible! Therefore, let us do our part to go and share the gospel of 
Jesus Christ with the love of God to the world!  
 

Servant of the Lord, 

 
Rev Dr James Kwang 
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1 Peter 1:1-9 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Gala-
tia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abun-
dance. 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the sal-
vation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have 
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth 
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may  result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is re-
vealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus 
Christ is revealed at his coming.  
 

Who are Christians? From the recipients and greetings of Peter in 1 Peter, it can be seen that: (1) Christians are a group of 
people living in this world. “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pon-
tus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia” (1 Pe 1:1). We are just like the early Christians, scattered throughout the world. 
(2)Christians have received salvation by putting their faith in Jesus. “…to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his 
blood” (1 Pe 1:2b). (3) Christians are chosen by God to live a holy life in the Spirit. “…who have been chosen according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, …” (1 Pe 1:2). (4) Christians have peace in God. 
“Grace and peace be yours in abundance” (1 Pe 1:2c).  Christians a group of people who are redeemed by God through the 
salvation of Jesus Christ accomplished on the cross, and they rely on the Holy Spirit to live in holiness and peace this  troubled 
world. 
 

What are the blessings that Christians can have? According to 1 Peter 1:3-5, Christians can receive the following blessings: (1) 
Blessings of the love of God. “ …God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 
living hope…” (1 Pe 1:3a). The ‘great mercy’ refers to the compassionate love of God poured on use through Jesus Christ. (2) 
Blessings of being reborn in Jesus.  “he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead” (1 Pe 1:3b). It is a ‘living hope’ because regardless of situations, Jesus is the foundation and can be trusted. (3) 
Blessings of eternal home. Peter had clearly pointed out that we have “an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. 
This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation 
that is ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Pe 1:4-5). 
 

How can Christians live a life of holiness? According to 1 Peter 1:2b, 6-8 and 13, Christians can live a life of holiness in three 
ways. (1) No compromise in faith – be a shining light in the midst of trials in this world. “In all this you greatly rejoice, though 
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven    genuineness 
of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed” (1 Pe 1:6-7). (2)To love and trust in Jesus, and continuously be enlightened by the Holy Spirit. 
“Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled 
with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end   result of your faith, the salvation of your souls” (1 Pe 
1:8-9). “…through the sanctifying work of the Spirit…(1 Pe 1:2b). (3) To stay alert through learning scriptural truths. This is so 
that one will not depart from the truth, not easily deceived in times that is filled with deceptions and distortions of truth. 
“Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed at his coming” (1 Pe 1:13). 
 

The Holy Spirit helps us to know and understand the truth, and the truth will inevitably bring changes into our lives,        
transforming our way of thinking, attitude and behavior. Only then, we can stay alert in this world, and not easily deceived by 
lies. Through the help of the Holy Spirit, we live a life that chooses what is good, a life that is holy. This is how we live out  
holiness in our lives.  
 

From salvation to holiness in sanctification is a process. Salvation through believing in Jesus Christ is a once off event.      How-
ever, pursuing holiness requires daily obedient to the leading of the Holy Spirit in spiritual discipline. Therefore, accepting 
Jesus as personal saviour and getting baptized is just the beginning of the journey of faith. It is followed by spiritual growth 
and growing in holiness, which requires a lifetime effort.  

Rev Milton Nee (Grace MC) 

District Superintendent’s Message 
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Introduction 

John Wesley’s view of grace is one of holy grace. 
 

Albert C. Outler writes, in his article “Wesley Evangel,” that “Wesley rules out any notion of authentic self-
acceptance apart from the perception of faith. We are who we are because God made us so, because God 
keeps us so, and because it is God, not we, who holds open the future for our destiny---all of it by grace,   
unmerited, prevenient, justifying, sanctifying.” 1 
 

       Thomas C. Oden highlights that “Wesley celebrates the grace that comes before and leads to             
justification, the saving grace that converts the soul through God the Son, and the sanctifying grace that    
perfects the broken life through the constant care of God the Spirit.” 2 
 

Holy grace and sanctification are major concerns of John Wesley’s thought and teaching. 
 

Holy grace and sanctification in Wesley’s writings 

       John Wesley, in his first Standard Sermon “Salvation by faith” (II.7, 1738), accentuates that the saving 
grace of God can save sinner to the uttermost. He proclaims: 
 

This then is the salvation which is through faith, even in the present world: a salvation from sin, and 
the consequences of sin, both often expressed in the word justification; which, taken in the largest 
sense, implies a deliverance from guilt and punishment, by the atonement of Christ actually applied to 
the soul of the sinner now believing on him, and a deliverance from the power of sin, through Christ 
formed in his heart. So that he who is thus justified, or saved by faith, is indeed born again. He is born 
again of the Spirit unto a new life, which “is hid with Christ in God.” And as a new-born babe he gladly 
receives the ἄδολον, “sincere milk of the word, and grows thereby;” going on in the might of the Lord 
his God, from faith to faith, from grace to grace, until at length, he come unto “a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 3 
 

       In Wesley’s another sermon “Working out our own salvation” (II.1, 1785), he emphasizes again that 
God’s grace can bring along full salvation from all sin and brokenness: 
 

Salvation begins with what is usually termed (and very properly) preventing grace; including the first 
wish to please God, the first dawn of light concerning his will, and the first slight transient conviction of 
having sinned against him. All these imply some tendency toward life; some degree of salvation; the 
beginning of a deliverance from a blind, unfeeling heart, quite insensible of God and the things of 
God. Salvation is carried on by convincing grace, usually in Scripture termed repentance; which 
brings a larger measure of self-knowledge, and a farther deliverance from the heart of stone. After-
wards we experience the proper Christian salvation; whereby, “through grace,” we “are saved by 
faith;” consisting of those two grand branches, justification and sanctification. By justification we are 
saved from the guilt of sin, and restored to the favour of God; by sanctification we are saved from the 
power and root of sin, and restored to the image of God. All experience, as well as Scripture, shows 
this salvation to be both instantaneous and gradual. It begins the moment we are justified, in the holy, 
humble, gentle, patient love of God and man. It gradually increases from that moment, as “a grain of 
mustard-seed, which, at first, is the least of all seeds,” but afterwards puts forth large branches, and 
becomes a great tree; till, in another instant, the heart is cleansed, from all sin, and filled with pure 
love to God and man. But even that love increases more and more, till we “grow up in all things into 
him that is our Head;” till we attain “the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 4 
 

       In the Explanatory Notes Upon the New Testament (produced between 1754-1765), John Wesley put 
forward his eschatological understanding of the holy grace of God as he explicates the Lord’s prayer: 
 

Rev. Thomas Lau Sie Ngiu 
(Lecturer of Methodist Theological School, Sibu, Malaysia.) 

1 Albert C. Outler, Evangelism and Theology in the Wesleyan Spirit (Nashville, TN: Discipleship Resources, 1996), 33. Emphasis is mine. 
2 Thomas C. Oden, John Wesley’s Teaching, vol. 2: Christ and Salvation (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012), 137. Emphasis is mine. 
3 Thomas Jackson, ed., The Works of John Wesley, 14 vols. (London: Wesleyan Methodist Book Room, 1872; Reprinted Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 

2007), 5:8, 11-12.  
4 Ibid., 6:509.  



4 

 

Thy kingdom come – May thy kingdom of grace come quickly, and swallow up all the kingdoms of the 
earth: may all mankind, receiving thee, O Christ, for their king, truly believing in thy name, be filled 
with righteousness, and peace, and joy; with holiness and happiness, till they are removed hence into 
thy kingdom of glory, to reign with thee for ever and ever. 

5
 

 

Sanctification is about restoration of the image of God 

     Wesley’s teaching of holy grace and sanctification put primary emphasis on restoration of the image of 
God in fallen humanity. His desire is nothing less than realization of Christ likeness within human hearts and 
throughout human lives, redeeming both arenas from sin, distortion, bondages, and filling them with pure 
love, justice, mercy, and truth. Note the words of Wesley found in his sermon “The New Birth” (III.1, 
1743/1760): 
 

Gospel holiness is no less than the image of God stamped upon the heart; it is no other than the 
whole mind which was in Christ Jesus; it consists of all heavenly affections and tempers mingled    
together in one. It implies such a continual, thankful love to Him who hath not withheld from us his 
Son, his only Son, as makes it natural, and in a manner necessary to us, to love every child of man; 
as fills us “with bowels of mercies, kindness, gentleness, long-suffering:” It is such a love of God as 
teaches us to be blameless in all manner of conversation; as enables us to present our souls and 
bodies, all we are and all we have, all our thoughts, words, and actions, a continual sacrifice to God, 
acceptable through Christ Jesus. 

6
 

 

       For Wesley, the image of God consists of “natural image” (endowment of understanding, freedom of will, 
and various affections), “political image” (having dominion over the fishes of the sea and over the earth), and 
chiefly “moral image” (righteousness and true holiness). 7 After the Fall of humanity, however, the natural  
image was greatly marred (the understanding was often in error, the will was overrun with devilish passion 
and idolatrous affections), the political image became dysfunctional (throwing the whole creation connected 
with mankind into disorder, misery, death), and the moral image was totally lost (full of sin, full of guilt and  
tormenting fears). 8 
 

       So understood, according to Wesley, restoration of the image of God comprises, firstly, “resurrection” of 
the moral image through the cleansing power of the blood of Christ and regenerating power of the Holy Spirit, 
and secondly, the renewal of the natural and political images by the sanctifying grace so that they may    
function rightly in accordance with righteousness and true holiness. The outcome is none other than a holistic 
shalom. Theodore R. Weber put it well: 
 

[T]he natural and political images depend on the moral image for their proper functioning, the moral 
image---as a reflection of God---works only in and through the natural and political images. Therefore 
the recovery of wholeness is an integrating project involving all three images and their reciprocal    
relationships. 9 
 

Weber further remarks, therefore, “go on to Christian perfection” is actually a call to political involvement---“to 
participation in the common human responsibility for the care of creation, that is, to the imaging of God in our 
shared, interactive, public existence.” 10 No wonder, Randy L. Maddox points out that John Wesley has an 
“eschatological vision of spreading the Reign of God in individual lives, social structures, and creation at 
large.” 11 
 

Sanctification makes us the light and salt of the earth 

John Wesley is convinced that the “beauty of holiness, of that inward man of the heart which is renewed after 
the image of God, cannot but strike every eye which God hath opened.” 12 Wesley stresses, in his sermon 
“Upon our Lord’s sermon on the mount, Discourse IV” (I.7, 1740/1748): 
 

“Ye” (Christians, ye that are lowly, serious and meek; ye that hunger after righteousness, that love God 
and man, that do good to all, and therefore suffer evil; ye) are the salt of the earth:” It is your very nature 
to season whatever is round about you. It is the nature of the divine savour which is in you, to spread to  

 

5 John Wesley, Explanatory Notes Upon the New Testament, 12th ed. (New York: Carlton & Porter, n.d.), 25. 
6 Thomas Jackson, ed., 6:71-72. Emphasis is mine.  
7 Ibid., 6:66. 
8 Kenneth J. Collins, The Theology of John Wesley: Holy Love and the Shape of Grace (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2007), 51-56, 59-64; Theodore R. 

Weber, Politics in the Order of Salvation: Transforming Wesleyan Political Ethnics (Nashville, TN: Kingswood Books, 2001), 392-395. 
9 Theodore R. Weber, op. cit., 414. Emphasis is mine. 
10 Ibid., 418. 
11 Randy L. Maddox, Responsible Grace: John Wesley’s Practical Theology (Nashville, TN: Kingswood Books, 1994), 243. 
12 Thomas Jackson, ed., op. cit., 5:294.  
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whatsoever you touch; to diffuse itself, on every side, to all those among whom you are. This is the great 
reason why the providence of God has so mingled you together with other men, that whatever grace you 
have received of God may through you be communicated to others; that every holy temper, and word, 
and work of yours, may have an influence on them also. By this means a check will, in some measure, be 
given to the corruption which is in the world; and a small part, at least, saved from the general infection, 
and rendered holy and pure before God. 13 

 

Conclusion 

     John Wesley’s view of sanctification underscores the Good News of powerful divine healing and deliver-
ance of human soul as well as society from the guilt, power, and being of sin, and messes related to sin, such 
as brokenness, shame, addiction, etc. Its primary concern is restoration of the image of God in sinners, and 
that Christians may rise up to be influential communities of holiness and joy in this corrupted and confused 
world.  
 

Not surprisingly, the early Methodists sang: “Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my sin; 
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within.” 14 And, they praised: “Thy undistinguishing 
regard, was cast on Adam’s fallen race; for all Thou hast in Christ prepared, sufficient, sovereign, saving 
grace!” 15 
 

13 Ibid., 5:299. 
14 G. Osborn, The Poetical Works of John and Charles Wesley, 13 vols. (Reprinted, London: Wesley-Methodist Conference Office, 1868), 1:260. The 

hymn is entitled “Jesus, lover of my soul,” published by Charles Wesley in 1740. 
15 G. Osborn, The Poetical Works of John and Charles Wesley, 13 vols. (Reprinted, London: Wesley-Methodist Conference Office, 1869), 3:3.The hymn is 

entitled “Father, whose everlasting love,” published by Charles Wesley in 1741. Emphasis is mine. 

DISTRICT WEST ACTIVITIES 
 

1. First District Commission Meeting for 2016 was held on 19 February 9:30am-12:30pm, followed by 
lunch.  

2. District Worship Seminar was organized by District Commission on Worship and Music on 27 
Feb from 9.30am to 4.00pm at Kingsway MC. On that day, training on serving in worship was given by 
Rev Wilson Chan from The Methodist Church, Hong Kong.  50 people attended the training.  

3. Rev Dr Stephen Tong Gospel Rally with the theme “The Dignity, The Fall & The Redemption of 
Man” was held on 21 and 22 March at Mount Peasant Baptist Community College (Auditorium). This 
event was co-hosted by CCCOWE and the District Commission on Evangelism.  A district choir with 
80 members was formed by The District Commission on Worship and Music for this event. Brother Lee 
Yoon Sen conducted the choir.   

4. District English Youth organized an Evangelistic gathering on Good Friday. It was led by District     
English director Ps Dexter Nguyen at Kingsway MC.  

Worship Seminar 
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Introduction 

Let me identify our Human Fallen Focus: Our human fallen condition is that we like to reduce God to some-
thing we need for life. We forget to  worship and honour Him as a majestic God.  
 

Did the Israelites learn their lesson when they were wandering in the wilderness? The people of Israel were 
deprived in the wilderness, but they are looked forward to the abundance and blessing of the Promised Land. 
This lesson of discipline in the wilderness should guide them in living a life which pleases God. Ch7 continues 
the emphasis on loving Yahweh with all one’s heart, soul and might. Here in  Deut 6-8, Moses continues to 
expand the Decalogue in his exposition, resulting in its connection with the conquest (Deut 7:1-5; 17-26), the 
wilderness period (6:16; 8:2-5), and the promise to the ancestors (Deut 6:3, 10; 7:8-9,12,14; 8:1,18). Here, 
the emphasis on Yahweh is as Israel’s God and who is one/unique, the Israelites are to love Yahweh with 
their heart, soul, and might by keeping Yahweh’s commandments. Obviously this shows us how we should 
love God. 
 

So it is important for us as Christians, that we are not just about doing what we are passionate about, what 
we prefer in this life, or even doing what we can for God; being Christian is about obedience to God’s Word. 
This demand to  keep the  commandments emerged out of the covenant relationship. So in chapter 6, the 
commandment against worshipping other gods is in every sense the first commandment, the first word, and 
the word <shema> is a positive restatement of that primary commandment. This <shema> was the touch-
stone for Israel’s faith and life, the plumb line by which their relationship to the Lord of Israel’s history was 
constantly measured. (By Miller, Deuteronomy). 
 

Outline of Deuteronomy 8 

8:1 Framing the discussion of God’s requirement for His covenant people 
 8:2 You shall remember (God’s Work) the whole way that the LORD Your God has led you ….. 
  8:2-5 remembering the works of God among  the  Israelites ( provision, & protection) 
  8:6 Observe the commands of the LORD your God – walking in obedience and fear him 
   Reason: The LORD your God is bringing you  into the Good land…(8:8-10) 
   (central theme)  8:11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God … 
      8:12 Consequence, if you are satisfied … 
       8:14 you will forget the LORD your God (8:15-17) 

8:18 But remember  the LORD Your God for He is the one (acknowledge God is the source) 
8:19 (Consequence) If you ever forget the LORD your God ….. ,God will destroy you like He did to other    
nations.    
 

 Our Christian Challenge today: We forget God by not keeping His Word and not remembering 
His Works in our lives; when we have enjoyed the goodness and blessing of life, we forget 
God;  

 

8:1 is parenetic. The commandments are God’s Word. Moses says that the people need to take the         
commandments seriously and uphold them, so that they will live and multiply before God in the land. They 
are called to live in the presence of God where God keeps them accountable through the covenant. It is God 
the Yahweh whom they commit their lives to. The people of Israel are called to fear God, and walk in his way, 
by following the commandments. This is not a suggestion, but a command to obey in the new land.  
 

In 8:2-5, Moses cautions the people to remember the works of God (Yahweh past’s deeds 8:2-5, 11, 14, 18, 
19)  in their lives and throughout their journey to the Promised Land. It is natural for God’s people to forget 
what God has done in their history, in their past and in their lives. This Lord God led them out of Egypt and 
had them wander in the wilderness for forty years. So why did God not bring them into the Promised Land 
earlier? It is because the Israelites were stubborn and stiff necked. They know about God but they did not 
obey God, and they tested Him. Also in Hebrews 3:15-19, the writer of Hebrew says those who were led by 
Moses out of Egypt were the one who heard and rebelled against the voice of God. God was angry with them 
for forty years and their bodies perished in the wilderness. Because of their unbelief, they did not enter the 
Promised Land. God disciplines His covenant people. You might say, God is so cruel to this generation, isn’t 
He? Where is the grace of God and love of God? Where is God’s goodness?  
 

HAVE WE FORGOTTEN ABOUT GOD? 

Deuteronomy 8:1-20 

Rev Elijah Chew 
(Camberwell MC)  
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Perhaps I want to invite the reader to see that Moses is reminding God’s people of their human weaknesses 
that they will rebel and disobey whatever the circumstance. Where God’s discipline is necessary, it is         
because the people  have a covenant relationship with God. God’s discipline provides hope to renew and   
restore this broken relationship. What was the purpose of these forty years? God humbled and tried Israel’s 
hearts. Yet God also graciously sustained them in the wildernesses; it was not by their own power that they 
endured, but by God alone.  
 

In order for God’s covenant people to live happily, they shall observe/keep the commandments of the LORD 
their God, walking in obedience to Him and revering Him, all these must come from the heart of God’s      
people. The covenant relationship is the reason and basis for our walking, obeying and fearing him. ‘You 
shall keep’ is encouraged in a positive reinforcement. In 8:7-10, Moses reminds Israel the  Promised Land, is 
a good land. It is a land that will sustain, and provide for all the physical needs of the Israelites. This       
Promised Land of God, is a land of blessing, a land of freedom, and a land of identity. A nation which began 
with one man without a son, would become a great and powerful nation in a land  given by God. Again this is 
God’s doing, it is God’s election and it is God’s love manifested. 8:7 For the Lord your God is bringing you 
into a good land, a beautiful and wonderful land. This emphasizes God’s initiative, God’s guidance, and 
God’s gift to His covenant people.  
 

8:11“Take care lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules 
and his statutes, which I command you today, 
 

This is the central theme of the whole of Deuteronomy 8. From the chiastic structure of the chapter, we see 
that the purpose of  remembering God and keeping His commandments in a new land is so  that the people 
do forget God. How did Israel forget about God? Moses says that they forget about God by not keeping His 
commandments, His laws and His statutes/decrees. In Deuteronomy 6, Moses commanded Israel to love 
God with all their  hearts, souls, and  minds. Here he is reminding the Israelites to be careful, diligent, and 
serious about walking in God’s way by keeping His commandments, laws and decrees.  Failing to fulfil the 
covenant faithfulness, and forgetting  about God will lead Israel to worship other gods. (8:19; 9:7-29). The 
desperate need to love Yahweh by remembering Yahweh’s deeds  is critical to the fulfilment of this covenant 
relationship. Failure  to remember, will leads to apostasy and the people will be  punished. 8:11 is a warning 
to the people of Israel. Keeping God’s commandments is a habit of holiness.  
 

Then in 8:12 Lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them, 8:13 and 
when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied. 
All These have  already been anticipated in the knowledge of God. God knows what will become of the      
Israelites. Drifting away from Him always begins with the comforts of life. When we have all we need, we will 
forget about God and wander away from Him. The people’s faith is now being tested not in a land of          
wilderness, but in a land flowing with honey and milk.  
 

8:14 then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery, 8:15 who led you… who brought you .. 8:16 who fed you …. 8:17 Beware lest 
you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ as 8:14 im-
plies when we forget about God’s works, we will forget about God himself. We remember God by obeying His 
commandments. Obeying commandments is a way for us to recognize and acknowledge that God is God. 
We remember God  by remembering His gracious provision. Yet we often forget the Lord our God Himself. 
Yes, indeed, this awesome, mighty, wise and loving God is now being forgotten in our good life. 
 

Lastly, in 8:18 (8:2) You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, 
that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 8:19 And if you forget the 
Lord your God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I solemnly warn you today 
that you shall surely perish. 8:20 Like the nations that the Lord makes to perish before you, so shall you per-
ish, because you would not obey the voice of the Lord your God. Do we obey the voice of God? Not just the  
commandments of God, but  God’s voice Itself.  
 

To close, let me offer you three reflection points: 
 

Have you forgotten about God? How do you remember God? How do you keep His commandments? In our 
relationship with Jesus, have you listened to His voice? ‘Come and follow me.’ If you love me and obey my 
word.’ It is in Jesus Christ, we remember God and His works. 
 

1. Do I obey God’s Word? Love and remember God by keeping His commandments; the purpose 
of the commandments is not only for the Israelites to live a life of holiness, but a life that is set apart  for 
God alone. God’s people are set apart before God, and for God alone. Take care lest you forget the 
Lord your God by not keeping His commandments. It is this God whom we obey. We are called to obey 
the commandments, God’s Word. Do I obey Jesus? 
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AUSTRALIA WEST DISTRICT CHURCH NEWS 

IMMANUEL METHODIST CHURCH  
1. First Holy Communion Sunday Service of Bunbury Preach-

ing Point on 14 February 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. DS Rev Milton Nee conducted the Dedication ceremony for 
the 2 leased new Hyundai Imax vehicles, 1EYP792 and 
1EYP793, on 20 February 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Curtin Immanuel Club set up a booth for Orientation Day at 
Curtin University (Bentley Campus) on 24 February 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. IMC Worship Training for brothers and sisters who serve in 
the English Service on 28 February 2016. The speaker was 
Pastor Shirley Ling. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Visitation to the Brightwater Care Group on 5 March 2016. 

6. Disciple Dedication Service on 6 March 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. IMC Welcoming Night on 12 March 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. WA CCCOWE Prayer Meeting at IMC on 16 March 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Maundy Thursday Service on 24 March 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. IMC Good Friday Service on 25 March 2016. 

2. Have I forgotten God’s blessings? Love and remember God by remembering His goodness; You 
will find how quickly we can be to forget about God, and His blessings. The grace of God enables us to 
believe, to live and to be who we are today. God has done great thing for us. Hasn’t He set us free 
from the power of sin. Hasn’t He given us  new hope and new life? He has forgiven us our sins and 
brought us back from death to life. Have I forgotten about Jesus’ death on the cross? 

 

3. Has God disciplined us?  Love and remember God through God ’s discipline of love; When we fail 
to remember Him, God will discipline us painfully. Just as parents discipline their children with love and 
pain, so He will discipline us likewise. Remember, discipline reflects God’s faithfulness in the covenant 
relationship, so He will discipline us. By being disciplined, we can remember God again, not forget 
Him. Have I heeded  Jesus’ warning to remember Him  in my life? 

 

Conclusion 

Remember God’s Way by obeying the commandments, in doing so, we learn to submit to our Master and 
Lord of our lives. ..Lest you forget (because you are in a good place, good land)... remember God. 
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GRACE METHODIST CHURCH 
1. 2016 Disciple (Red) class started on 24 February with 20 

members meeting weekly on Sunday afternoons.  
 

2. Chinese Youth Camp was held from 4 to 7 March at     
Bickley Outdoor Recreation Camp with 30 youths attending.  

 

3. Chinese Adult Small Group has been re-organized to form 
4 groups which began monthly gatherings on 20 February 
2016. Over 40 members participated in the small groups 
gathering.  

 

4. 2016 1st Local Conference was held at 1.30pm on 20 
March.  

5. Bilingual Good Friday Service was held at 9am on 25 
March, focusing on the Seven Last Words of Jesus and 
including meditation on Scripture, prayers, songs, short 
messages, and a PowerPoint presentation. Over 100 people 
attended the service.  

 

6. Easter Sunday service was held on 27 March with the Man-
darin service at 9am and the English service at 11am. Offer-
ing collected on the day was $1,838.60, which will go to-
wards supporting AC ministries.  

6. Practical Evangelism. 5 worshippers from our Chinese 
congregation distributed tracts for the Stephen Tong rallies 
and shared the gospel with students at the nearby          
University of Western Australia on 19 March. This is the first 
of a monthly evangelistic program which we pray will    
eventually involve the majority of our local church. 

 

7. Stephen Tong Rallies. Several members of our Chinese 
and English choirs participated in the rallies held at Mount 
Pleasant Church on 21 and 22 March. 

 

8. Passion Week Services. Maundy Thursday, 24 March, was 
observed through a combined bilingual Holy Communion 
and feet washing service while Good Friday, 25 March, was 
observed through reflective Mandarin and English services. 

 

9. Easter Sunday. We celebrated Easter Sunday with the 
combined choir singing the Hallelujah Chorus and the    
children bringing an offering of song and dance. We also 
celebrated the baptism and confirmation of worshippers 
during the English service.  

 

10. Short term Mission to Cambodia. 8 members, 7 from 
KMC and 1 from Morley PC, went on a short term mission 
to Battambang, Cambodia from 28 March to 5 April. The 
team conducted a 3-day youth leadership camp for youths 
from Methodist churches in Battambang  province. The 
team also carried out children’s ministry in two village 
churches and visited homes to share the gospel in those 
villages. 

1. Sunday School Teachers’ Training. 8 Sunday School 
teachers from KMC, together with 32 teachers from sister 
churches in District West, attended the Children Workers 
Training Day and Expo conducted by Passing the Baton 
Ministries at Churchlands Christian Fellowship Hall in     
Balcatta on 13 February. 

 

2. Chinese New Year Celebration. We celebrated Chinese 
New Year with our traditional love feast and Chinese New 
Year program on 20 February. Rev Wong delivered a short 
gospel message during the event. 

 

3. District Worship Seminar. KMC hosted a Worship      sem-
inar, conducted by Rev Wilson Chan, on Saturday 27 Febru-
ary. About 50 participants from the district turned up for the 
seminar.  

 

4. Disciple Facilitators’ Refresher Training. KMC hosted this 
training conducted by Mrs Kim Kwang on 15 March. A total 
of 18 facilitators, including 4 from KMC, attended the     
training.  

 

5. LCEC Fellowship Dinner. LCEC members and their spous-
es gathered for a fellowship dinner at the church on Sunday 
28 February. We enjoyed a time of bonding and getting to 
know one another better.  

 
 

 
 

KINGSWAY METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday school children bring their offering of 
song and dance on Easter Sunday.   Jenny shares the gospel with a local at Knach 

Romeas Village, Battambang Province,          
Cambodia, 29th March 2016 
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GOSPEL METHODIST CHURCH 
1. Holy Week Fast & Pray: Church members were             

encouraged to fast and pray for at least 3 meals between 13 
and 26 March. 

  
2. Maundy Thursday (Holy Communion & Prayer Meeting) 

was held on 24 March at 7:30pm at Gospel Methodist 
Church . 

 

3. Old Testament Bible 
Reading was carried out 
on 25 and 26 March from 
6:30am to 9:30pm at 
G o s p e l  M e t h o d i s t 
Church. 

   
4. Easter Sunday Sunrise Service was held on 27 March at 

6:00am at Gospel     Methodist Church. After the service, 
church members had breakfast together. Each family     
prepared eggs for the Easter Sunday Service.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Chinese New Year Celebration: The church 

celebrated the Chinese New Year on Saturday 6 
February 2016 at 6:30pm at the church. We had 
dinner followed by praise in songs and other  
programs to introduce GoMC. We also had 
house visiting for Chinese New Year on 13    
February at 10:00am .   

6. Praise Dance is held every Sunday from 4:30pm to 5:30pm 
at GoMC. 

 

7. Street Evangelism: Participants met at the State Library of 
WA (25 Francis St Perth) on Saturday 9 April at 2:00 pm to 
carry out street evangelism. 

 

8. Copying Scripture: This year the Board of Christian      
Education encourages brothers and sisters to take part in 
copying 1 and 2 Peter. In 2016, the plan of GoMC Christian 
Education is to encourage brothers and sisters to take part in 
copying the entire Scripture.  

 

9. Ash Wednesday Prayer Meeting was held on 10 February 
at 7:30pm at GoMC. 

 

10. Parents’ Day: Activities have been planned for Parents’  
day on Saturday 7 May at 6:30pm at the church. We will 
have dinner together, and everyone is asked to bring a 
dish to share. 

 

11. Worship and Music Servant Training will be held on  
Saturday 30 April at 10:00am in the church. 

 

12. One Day Old Testament Bible Tour Lesson will be    
carried out on Saturday 16 April from 9:00am to 3:00pm at 
GoMC . 

HOPE METHODIST CHURCH 
1. Premarital Counselling Course: A 6-week course        

commenced in March.  
 

2. Prayer Before Church Service: LCEC spends 15 minutes 
before service every Sunday to pray and intercede for the 
church and the world. The church is encouraged to join the 
prayer. 

 

3. Hope MC 3rd Anniversary, Chinese New Year and Bi-
monthly dinner: We celebrated these events on 14 Feb 
2016 .  

 

4. Chinese New Year Visitation: About 30 participated in the 
Chinese New Year Visitation. We visited 7 families in 2 
days.  

 
5. Children Ministry Training: 5 people attended Workers' 

Training Day and Expo held 
at Churchlands Christian     
Fellowship, Balcatta on 13 
Feb 2016.  

 

6. Hope MC 1st Local Confer-
ence : Our first local        
conference was held on 6th 
March.  

7. Discipleship Class 2016: Discipleship Gold class started 
on 11 March (Fri). Currently, 12 people are attending the 
class. 

 

8. Disciple Facilitators Refresher Course: It was held on 15 
March (Tue) at KMC, conducted by Mrs. Kim Kwang.  

 

9. Church Prayer: A prayer meeting took charge by youth was 
held on 18th March 2016 at St Luke's Church.  

 

10. Evangelistic Rallies & Seminar: The church participated 
in the Evangelistic Rallies held at Mount Pleasant Baptist 
Community College on 21-22 March 2016, 7:30pm. The 
Seminar titled ‘Dynamic of Church Revival’ was held on 22 
March 2016, 10am.  

 

11. Good Friday Service was held on 25 March at 4pm.  

Hope Methodist Church 3rd Anniversary Chinese New Year Visitation 
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AUSTRALIA SOUTH DISTRICT CHURCH NEWS 

PRAISE METHODIST CHURCH 
1. A church picnic was organized on 5 March, and was       

attended by more than 40 brothers and sisters and new 
friends.  

2. We thank God that the Alpha course has commenced on 12 
March with 46 students who want to know more about God. 

 

3. We thank God for the Good Friday worship service on 25 
March and Easter worship service on 27 March. 

 

4. On 2 April, we held a food fair, which ran smoothly. Praise 
the Lord.  

Prayer Item: 
 

1. Pray that new overseas students can adapt to their new 
environment.  

 

2. Pray for our main ministry this year, the Alpha course.  
 

3. Pray that the ministry in Burnie will grow effectively .  

CAMBERWELL METHODIST CHURCH 
1. There are 3 classes of Adult Sunday School for the Chinese 

congregation for the first half of the year: TOP Disciple 1 
(New Life), Mission Course, and New Testament Survey. 
These courses commenced on 13 March and will run over 
12 weeks, from 11am to 12pm every Sunday.  

 

2. Chinese Disciple Purple class meets every Tuesday night 
while English Disciple Purple class meets on Wednesday 
nights. 

 

3. We held a Maundy Thursday Combined Prayer Meeting, 
“The Last Supper”, on 24 March and we had a memorable 
evening.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. We had a combined Good Friday Service on 25 March at 

10am with 221 adults and 42 children in attendance.  
 
 
 

5. We had 4 infant baptisms on Resurrection Sunday (27 
March): Quinton Ling, En Xin Hii, Jeremy Ting and Chang 
Yu Chew. 

 

6. The 2016 Camberwell 
Methodist Church Junior 
Choir Camp was held 
from 30 March to 1 April, 
from 10am to 3pm, at the 
church hall, and the 
speaker was Miss Li Hui 
Lu. The Junior Choir also 
presented 2 hymns, ‘The Shepherd Psalm’ and ‘Antiphonal 
Alleluia’, during the Holy Communion Service on 3 April.  

 

7. We held a Sacred Music Training Worship on 2 April from 
10am to 3pm at the church and invited members from other 
Methodist Churches in Melbourne to participate. The      
attendance was 
well over 70 and 
the training was 
conducted by Miss 
Li Hui Lu (Sacred 
Music Teacher).   
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TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH 
1. CONGRATULATIONS to theological student John Smith 

and his wife Sara for their new baby son Serona born on 6 
April. Both mother and son are well and healthy. 

 

2.  PERSIAN  SERVICE:  The  attendance  of  the  weekly      
Sunday evening services fluctuates between 25 and 45 
people. The number of committed leaders has steadily 
grown. Right now, there are 4 adults attending the Baptism 
Classes. Do pray for them as almost all of them live in fear 
of being rejected permanent residency by the Australian 
government, having poor English communication skills, 
scarcity  of  jobs  for  them,  rising  costs  of  expenses         
especially food, rent and children education fees.  

 

3.  CHINESE  CONGREGATION:  The  Youth  Musical         
Instrument class has commenced. The purpose is to train 
musicians for future SOP teams, as well as help the youth 
to grow spiritually. At the moment, the class provides  
training on guitar, cajon, violin, bongos and so on. 

  
 
 

4. FOOD BANK MINISTRY: The CMCA Executive Board on 
12  March  approved  TMC to  approach  individuals  for     
financial  support  and  assistance.  We  have  budgeted 
$1,000 to purchase non-perishable food, packaged as $20 
bags, to help 50 needy refugees and migrant families for 
each  round  of  support.  We  work  closely  with  AMES 
(www.ames.net.au) who understands the needs of the 
refugees and migrants better than us and is in touch with 
those more needy families under their care (which is never 
enough). 

 

5. YOUTH CAMP will be held from 28 June to 1 July at   
Burnside Camp, Anglesea. The theme is “Living Holy” and 
we target 35 youths to attend. The youths are doing fund 
raising at the moment. 

 

6. BERWICK  has started an "Interest Group" after Sunday 
worship,  which provides a platform for  learning God's 
word, and for participants to get to know one another and 
share their individual experiences. In addition, an outing 
was  organised for  everyone,  including Sunday  School  
children. All enjoyed the said activity. 

GOODWOOD METHODIST CHURCH 
1. Lunar New Year Evening Event: In partnership with other 

fellowships, the Adult  
Fellowship organized the 
event for 13 February 
2016. It  began with a love 
feast of delicious dinner, 
and was followed by 
hymns of praise, games, 
m u s i c  a n d  d a n c e        
presentations, and a  
message sharing. A   
number of new friends attended this evening.    

 

2. Year 2016 Disciple Class: This year, the Disciple Classes 
started on 6 March with a Dedication ceremony. We have 
three classes of 22 students.  Rev Ling leads the Red class 
and Purple class in Chinese. Rev Yap leads the Green 
class in English. 

 

3. The 1st Local Conference was held on 13 March and was 
conducted by DS Rev Tiong Ting Ling. Everyone was unit-
ed in doing good for God and extending his church. 

 

4. LCEC & Leaders Training was conducted by DS Rev Ling 
on 14 March. LCEC members and all fellowship            
committees from Holy Methodist Church also participated. 
Together we build a wonderful Methodist ministry team. 

 

5. Sunday School Parents Meeting was held on 20 March 
after Sunday Service. Under the leadership of Sunday 
School Principal, Sharon, the parents and teachers were 
able to engage in dialogue for the first time and work out 
the best for the children. 

 

6. Easter Baptism was held on 27 March. We thank God for 
His grace, that the gospel brings life, joy and hope to    
people. Adults who were baptized are Jason Chen, Guo 
Qiang, Guo Bin,  Joy Yan and Amber Zhou. Children who 
were baptised are Rowan Guo, Gerald Guo, Jayden Guo, 
Zoe Guo and Chloe Guo. May the Lord strengthen their 
faith and they continue to grow in Him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Congratulations: Jonsen Tan and Greenie Wang have a 
new baby boy born on 24 February;  Gary Yang and     
Jessica Qiu have a new baby boy born on 24 March. May 
God bless both families with His grace and love. 

 
8. Cambodia Sponsorship Car Wash: The Youth fellowship 

held a car wash event on 3 and 10 April after the Sunday 
Service to collect school fees for the Cambodian students 
they are sponsoring. 
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AUSTRALIA EAST DISTRICT CHURCH NEWS 

MONASH METHODIST CHURCH 
1. MMC 3rd Church Camp was held at Gratville Lodge from 25 

to 28 March. The theme was ‘Live out LOVE’, and the 
speaker was Rev Dr Michael Tan. 80 adults and children 
attended. 

 

2. The 1st Local Conference was held in the church on the 
evening of 1 March. 

 

3. Congratulations to Ryan Lee and Diane Ling who married 
on 15 February in Sibu. May God bless them!  

 
 
 

 
 

CARLTON METHODIST CHURCH  
1. Senior Fellowship Third Anniversary Thanksgiving: 

CMC senior fellowship celebrated its third anniversary on 3 
March 2016. Pastor Tiong shared a message to encourage 
senior brothers and sisters. We also gave thanks to God for 
His faithfulness and blessings. 

 

2. Easter Baptism in CMC and PP: Baptism was held on 27 
March 2016. Seven adults and six children were baptized. 
One sister was confirmed. 

 

3. Easter evangelical outreach program in PPP: 8 people 
distributed 1500 flyers in the surrounding neighbourhood. 
The combined Easter Sunday Service on 27 March was well 
planned with everyone contributing great service and     
effort.  We had Easter eggs to give away and a BBQ dinner 
after the service. Attendance: 75 adults, 15 kids and 11 
newcomers. 

4. Good Friday Praise and Prayer night was held on 25 
March. It was a combined gathering for both REEF and 
CORE  in remembering Jesus and what He has done for us 
on the cross. The program for the night included praise and 
worship, prayers, bible reading and testimonials.   

5. Local Mission Sunday: We invited Dr Omar Djoeandy 
(National Director SIM Australia) to preach in CMC English 
and PPP on 10 April 2016. The messages was on 
“Persecuted Churches”. We watched a video concerning 
what is happening to Syrian brothers and sisters. We pray 
together for our persecuted brethren during the Sunday  
service. This service reminded CMC and PPP to pray for 
persecuted churches. 

CITY LIGHT METHODIST CHURCH 
1. A Chinese Service Enablers training was held on 20 March 

2016 after service.  
 

2. Three combined Chinese-English services were held during 
the Holy Week. Worshippers can experience how God paid 
the price for sinners through the special service order. 

 

3. LCEC member Brother Patrick Teo and his wife Christina 
Wong welcomed their firstborn, a son, Jonathan Teo.  

4. The Laity committee encouraged the congregation to      
participate in 40 days of fasting and prayer, from Ash 
Wednesday on 10 March until the end of the Lent season. 
The church provided participants with items to pray for. 

 

5. The Chinese Service has changed its service time to 11am 
every Sunday. 
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SHERWOOD METHODIST CHURCH 
1. The Chinese Bible Study meeting on Wednesday nights has 

been started with Rev Wong teaching on the Book of Reve-
lation. 

 

2. One adult and six children were baptized on Easter Sunday 
27 March 2016. 

 
3. A Food Fair was successfully held on 10 April 2016 with a 

total collection of $8,300. The fund was used to subsidize 
the expenses of our Church Camp in April. 

 

4. Music & Worship Training was successfully conducted by 
Pastor Peter Chung and Pastor Shirley Ling at Eight Mile 
Plains Church. We all learnt a lot from it. 

5. Our Church Camp was held from 22 to 25 April. We invited 
Rev Dr Joshua Ting, Director of CCCOWE, to be our theme 
talk speaker. 

 

6. Chinese Disciple 1 and English Disciple 3 are being led by 
Pastor Wilson and Pastor Sean respectively. 

 

7. The Sunday attendance numbers of our Preaching Point 
has increased to an average of 70 to 85 people since we 
started our morning service in February. There are about 15 
to 17 children in the Sunday School. Let us continue to pray 
that more brothers and sisters will come to join us. 

 

 

 01/05/2016  Preaching at Grace MC and Hope MC.  

 12/05/2016 LAMM Board Meeting 

 13/05/2016  Australia South Commission on the ministry Meeting  

 15/05/2016  Immanuel MC 20th Church Anniversary Celebration and Preaching  

 22/05/2016  Preaching at Camberwell MC and Wydham PP  

 25 - 31/05/2016  Attending Methodist Church In Taiwan 53rd Annual Conference Session, Consecration of Elected 

 Bishop of Methodist Church In Taiwan and preaching  

 02 - 04/06/2016  Teaching Methodist Studies Part 2 in Brisbane  

 05/06/2016  Preaching at Sherwood Methodist Church  

 12/06/2016  Preaching in Praise MC and Faith MC, Tasmania  

 18/06/2016  MM&M Committee Meeting  

 19/06/2016  Camberwell MC 30th Church Anniversary Celebration and Preaching  

 23/06/2016  Meeting with District Superintendents  

 24/06/2016  Meeting for Board on the Ministry  

 25/06/2016  Conduct Executive Board Meeting  

 26/06/2016  Kingsway MC 25th Church Anniversary Celebration and Preaching  

 05 - 08/07/2016  Attending and workshop speaker at Eight Mile Plains MC Junior Youth / Youth Camp 

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE 

EIGHT MILE PLAINS METHODIST CHURCH 
1. Good Friday Service was held on 25 March at 9am with 

Mandarin and English services running concurrently. A total 
of 120 worshippers were in attendance. 

 

2. 23 young Christians and 4 adult leaders participated the 
“History Makers Journey” Youth Leadership Conference 
(from 25 to 28 March at Eight Mile Plains Methodist 
Church). It was jointly organized by the Conference Youth 
Fellowship and Australia East District. The trainers were Jih 
Ren Chang, Rev Michael Lau and Local Preacher Thomas 
Ling.  

3. The English Disciple (Red Book) Graduation Ceremony was 
held on 3 April. The graduates were Andrew Tan, Benjamin 
Tay, George Zhu, Kent Go, Luke Huang, Lynn Lai, Sharon 
Go, Song Go, Vanessa Tay, Victor Koh and Zoe Lam. The 
facilitators were Pastor Dexter Nguyen, Rev Kong Eng 
Tiong and Kevin Zhang. 
 

4. Music & Worship Training organized by Australia East    
District for worship co-workers was held from 15 to 17 April 
at Eight Mile Plains Church. Many of our brothers and sis-
ters participated in the training. The trainers were Pastor 

Peter Chung and Pastor Shirley Ling. 
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THANKSGIVING 
Thank God for: 
 

 All the safe travel of Bishop and Kim, and for all the Pastors 
& Leaders in their faithful labour in carrying out their various 

ministries faithfully. 

 The Disciple Facilitators for faithfully attending the Disciples 
Facilitators’ Refreshing Session in all the Districts & for 

facilitating Disciple Classes. 

 The LAMM students for faithfully coming to attend the  

Methodist Studies Classes. 

 All the various meetings including all the 1st Local         
Conferences in all the Local Churches carried out smoothly 

in February and March. 

 The mission teams to Nepal. Thank God for the teams’ 
safety and good health, and for the opportunity to proclaim 

the gospel to the villagers by the mission team members. 

 

 

SUPPLICATION 
CMCA – Pray for: 
 

 God’s leading and guidance for all the Pastors to carry out 
the various ministries entrusted to them in 2016 to preach 

and teach on the theme of “Growing in Scriptural Holiness”.  

 All the CMCA local churches / preaching centers to keep 
focusing on the importance of praying and fasting, to catch 
on the vision of Disciple making, and their involvement   in 

Missions, and to form Covenant Disciple Groups . 

 More young people to take up LAMM Courses to equip 
themselves to be local preachers, or to be fulltime workers 

in God’s Kingdom. 

 God to provide good tenants for the remaining rooms in the 

Methodist House. 

 The Lord to provide the monthly expenses of Board of Mis-
sions for mission work around Australia and overseas. Pray 
that His people will continue to support and give $1 a day to 

the Mission fund.  

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING & PRAYER ITEMS 

Local Churches – Pray for: 
 

 All the local churches/ preaching centres to work together 
with the Annual Conference to implement all the plans 

adopted by the Conference for 2016. 

 The building fund required for the Holy Methodist Church 

and Morley Preaching Centre. 

 All the pastors will serve faithfully in the local church or 
preaching center that he or she has been appointed. The 
members to give generously towards the various funds for 

ministries in the local churches. 

 

CMCA Pastors and their families – Pray for: 
 

 The physical, mental and spiritual well-being of all the   
pastors. Pray for God to use his servants to minister to His 

people and to further God’s Kingdom.  

 Bishop Kwang & Mrs for good health, and sufficient grace 
and strength for safe travel and to cope with the many   

ministries engagement. 

 Our 3 District Superintendents, Rev. Milton Nee, Rev. 
Tiong Ting Ling and Rev. Alexis Lui for grace, wisdom and 

strength to co-ordinate the ministries in each district. 

 Rev. King Ming Wu, Rev. Mei Hua Chan and Pastor Xiao 
Min Cai & his wife, Vanessa, who are serving in our Mis-
sion District in PNG and all the brothers and sisters in PNG. 

Please pray for protection and good health.  

 Pastor Esther Yung serving in Solomon Islands Preaching 

Centre. 

 Rev. Peck Kui Kwang and for Rev .Elijah for God’s       

healing .  

 Mrs. Laura Su, Mrs. Pang and Mrs. Ha for God’s healing . 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Guidelines for Contribution of Articles: 
 

1. We welcome brothers and sisters to contribute articles of all kinds of genres. 
2. We maintain the rights on editing and selection of all articles, further more, all articles received will 

not be returned. 
3. For all articles in Chinese language, please use Simplified Chinese Characters in typing your arti-

cle, store as a WORD file and send to methodistnews@cmca.org.au by email. 
 











 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

澳洲基督教华人卫理公会通讯录 

Contact List for Chinese Methodist Church in Australia 

澳西教区 AUSTRALIA WEST DISTRICT 

教区长：林宝强牧师 Rev Milton Nee 
0457 068 108 

柏斯 Perth, West Australia (WA) 
 

感恩堂 Grace Methodist Church 

226 Anstey Rd., Forrestdale, WA 6112 

林宝强牧师 Rev Milton Nee - 0457 068 108 

Email: pastornee@gmail.com 

林良敏传道 Ps Shirley Ling - 0434 225 199 

阮伟德传道 Ps Dexter Nguyen 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 

9:00am / 11:00am （英语 English） 

Monday Service 7:30pm （华语 Mandarin） 
 

神恩堂 Immanuel Methodist Church 

33 Cloister Ave., Manning, WA 6152 
Tel: (08) 9450 7700 

彭能顺牧师 Rev. Neng Soon Pang - 0450 065 775 

刘孙宏传道 Ps Alan Lau 0448 259 566  

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 

8.30am/7pm （中文 Mandarin）11:00am (英语English) 
 

信望堂 Hope Methodist Church 

28-32 Nicol Rd, Parkwood 6147, WA. 
Mail address: 3, Jooleen Way, Thornlie, WA 6108 

苏本仁牧师 Rev. Allen Su - 0424 685 582 

Email: alljsu@gmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 4:00pm （英文 English） 
 

蒙恩堂 Kingsway Methodist Church 

38-40 Kingsway, Nedlands, WA 6009 
Tel: (08) 9389 9248 

蓝秉贤牧师 Rev P.H. Lam - 0422 199 980 

黄敬平牧师 Rev Wong King Ping 0405 088 979 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 

9:00am （华语 Mandarin）/ 11:15am （英文 English） 
 

宣恩堂 Gospel Methodist Church 

Venue: 62 Royal St. Kenwick, WA 6107  
Mail Address: 34 Firefalls Close, Huntingdale WA6110. 
Tel: (08) 9398 8220 

丁华镇牧师 Rev. Dr Hwa jin Jung 0402 141 544 

Email: dinghwajen@gmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 

8:45am （华语 Mandarin/English英语） 
 

Morley 佈道所 Morley Preaching Centre 
3, Chertley street, Morley, WA 6062 

周政强牧师 Rev Dr Albert Chiew（0420 844 278） 

Email: albertchiew@gmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 2:30pm 

 

             巴布新几内亚 Papua New Guinea 
 

天恩堂 Methodist Church in PNG 
Lot 29-33, Section 171, Malolo Estate, 8 Miles Port 
Morseby, NCD, Papua New Guine 
Mail Address: P.O.Box 374, Waigani NCD, Papua New 
Guinea 

吴庆明牧师 Rev. Ngu King Ming - (075) 7000-8798 

Email: kingmingwu@gmail.com 

陈美花牧师R ev Chen Mei Hua 

蔡晓明传道 Ps Xiao Ming Cai 

Email: cxm081689@gmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 9:30am （华语 Mandarin） 
Vanimo Preaching Centre  

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 7:30pm  
Kimbe Preaching Centre  

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 7:30pm 
 

所罗门岛屿佈道所 Solomon Islands Preaching Centre 

Sunvalley Cross Rd., Lungga, Honiara,Solomon Islands 

杨小琳传道(677)7405054 

Elite Enterprise Ltd., PO Box 1388, Solomon Islands 

崇拜时间 Service: 2:00pm （华语 Mandarin） 
 

本会在神学院服事的牧者 
Ministers serving in other Organizations 

 

陈廷忠牧师 Rev. Dr. Justin Tan - (03) 98 817 800 
廖玉强牧师 Rev. Dr. Yuk Chong Liong - (03) 9881 7800 
 

会督 Bishop 

官佰全牧师 Rev. Dr James Kwang 
Mobile: 0414 073 737 
Email: revjkwang@gmail.com 
 

卫理办公室 CMCA Office 
1219 Dandenong Road, East Malvern 3145, VIC 
Australia. Tel/Fax: (03) 9994 7250 
Email: cmca.melbourneoffice@gmail.com 
 

年会会友领袖 CMCA Lay Leader 

陈守仁 Joseph Ting 0413 866 887 
 

年会文书 CMCA Secretary 

林国地Thomas Ling 0403 250 373 
 

澳东教区 AUSTRALIA EAST DISTRICT 

教区长:雷少康牧师 Rev Alexis Lui 0402 419 361 

布里斯本 Brisbane, Queensland (QLD) 
 

福恩堂 Eight Mile Plains Methodist Church 
5 Levington Rd., Eight Mile Plains QLD 4113 
Tel: (07) 3841 4483 

雷少康牧师 Rev. Alexis Lui - 0402 419 361 
Email: alexislui@bigpond.com 

郑日强牧师 RevDavid Tay - 0422 091 598 

张功荣牧师 Rev Kong Eing Tiong - 0432 949 122 
Email: fet112014@gmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 9:00am （华语 Mandarin / 

英语 English） 
Wishart Preaching Point, 
Cnr Ham Rd & Wishart Rd, Wishart, QLD 4122 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 3:00pm （华语 Mandarin） 
 

主恩堂 Sherwood Methodist Church 
405 Oxley Rd., Sherwood QLD 4075 
Tel/Fax: (07) 3278 6899 

王连进牧师 Rev. Paul Wong 0413 993 292 
Ps Sean Kong 0431 346 138 

廖伟辰传道 Ps Wilson Liao 0455 188 787 

附属：陈周荣牧师 Rev Dr Michael Tan（退休）  
      0414 639 859 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 

9:00am （华语 Mandarin / 英语 English） 
Chinese Preaching Point 
13 Coley Street, Acacia Ridge, QLD 4110 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 4pm（华语 Mandarin） 

 

坎培拉 Canberra, (ACT) 
 

坎培拉佈道所 Canberra ACT Preaching Ctr. 
Corner Launceston St. & Melrose Dr., Lyons ACT 2606 
Tel: (02) 6247 6249 

周丽芳本处传道Supply Ps. Zhou Li Fang (0402 387 614)  
P.O. Box 201, Dickson 
Email:aulifang2002@yahoo.com.au 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service:1:30pm （华语 Mandarin） 
 

悉尼 Sydney, New South Wales (NSW) 
 

救恩堂 Carlton Methodist Church 
17 Planthurst Rd., Carlton, NSW 2218 
Tel: (02) 9546 2632 

丘品尧牧师Rev Samuel Pin Yao Chiu 0450 003 447 

李金龙传道Ps Kam Loon Lee 0430 369 382 

张济富传道Ps David Tiong 0433 749 238 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 

10:00am （华语 Mandarin / 英文 English） 
Parramatta Preaching Point 
46 Sorrell St., Parramatta, NSW 2150 

崇拜时间 : 3:00pm （华语 Mandarin/ 英文 English） 
 

澳南教区 AUSTRALIA SOUTH DISTRICT 

教区长：林忠傧牧师 Rev Ling Tiong Ting 0405 651 123 

阿得雷德 Adelaide, South Australia (SA) 
 

思恩堂 Goodwood Methodist Church 
158-160 Goodwood Rd., Goodwood, SA 5034 
Tel/Fax: (08) 7123 3723 

林文光牧师Rev Gloria Ling 0420 227 956 
Email: glorialing@hotmail.com 

叶吉福牧师 Rev Kiat Hock Yap 0410 191 491 
Email: yapkhl@gmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 

10:30am (英文 English / 华语 Mandarin) 
 

圣恩堂 Holy Methodist Church 
7 Churchill Road, Ovingham 5082 

余自力牧师 Rev Chin Lick Yu 0478 885 838 

 

Email: yuclsoo@yahoo.com.sg 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 9:30am （华语 Mandarin） 

 

墨尔本 Melbourne. Victoria (VIC) 
 

谢恩堂 Camberwell Methodist Church 
58 Cooloongatta Rd., Camberwell, VIC 3124 
Tel/Fax: (03) 9889 0702 

周家熹牧师 Rev Elijah Chew 0421 468 655 
Email: echew07@gmail.com 

康祥文牧师 Rev James Kong - 0413 953 238 
Email: jsukong@gmail.com 

钟美琼传道 Ps Christina Bee Kheng Cheong 
0421 993 927 Email: cheongb@hotmail.com 

驻任会督：官佰全会督 
Resident Bishop: Bishop James Kwang - 0414 073 737 

附属：颜明智牧师（退休） Rev Meng Tee Gan 

            雷雯冰牧师 Rev Wen Ping Loi （退休） 
      0412 182 088  Email: wploi@hotmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 

9:00am （华语 Mandarin）11:00am （英文 English） 
Wyndham Preaching Point 
200 Tarneit Road, Werribee, VIC 

2:30pm （华语 Mandarin） 
 

沐恩堂 City Light Methodist Church 
717 Flinders St., Docklands, VIC 3008 

林忠傧牧师 Rev Ling Tiong Ting 0405 651 123 
Email: glzbmriwb@gamil.com 

鄢礼银牧师 Rev Peter Yong - 0429 030 390 
Email: peterlyong@gmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 

11:00am （华语 Mandarin / 英语 English） 
 

荣恩堂 Glory Methodist Church 
1393 High Street, Wantirna South VIC 

方友义牧师 Rev Yu Ngee Houng 0430 576 633 
Email: hymarudi@gmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 2:30pm （华语 Mandarin） 
 

思源堂 Monash Methodist Church 
118-122 Wellington Rd., Clayton, VIC 

黄永森牧师 Rev Dr Albert Wong 0433 015 363 
Email: ingseng@hotmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 4:30pm （华语 Mandarin） 
 

怀恩堂 Preston Methodist Church 
101b Royal Pde, Reservoir, VIC 3073. 

洪南明牧师 Rev Scott Ang 0423 519 531 
Email: scottangdorothyhow@gmail.com 

附属：夏长华牧师 Rev Dr James Ha （退休） 
            0432 505 132 Email:jamesha1949@gmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 10am （华语 Mandarin） 
 

三一堂 Trinity Methodist Church 
157 Kidds Road, Doveton, VIC 3177 
Tel: (03) 9794 7525 

陆同佑牧师 Rev. Alvin Liik 0426 817 818 
Email: alvinliik99@gmail.com 

刘晋福牧师 Rev Michael Lau 0413 233 222 
Email: mkinglau@me.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service: 

9:00am （华语 Mandarin）/ 11:00am （英文 English） 
Berwick Preaching Point 
21A,Bemersyde Drive, Berwick, Vic 3806 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service:  2pm（华语 Mandarin) 
 

塔斯马尼亚 Tasmania (TAS) 
 

信恩堂 Hobart Methodist Church 
239 Sandy Bay Rd., Sandy Bay, TAS 7005 
Mail Address: 32, Pine Ave., Kingston, TAS 7050 

官佰威牧师 Rev Peck Kui Kwang 0413 861 508 
Email: peckkui@yahoo.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service:2:00pm （华语 Mandarin） 
 

颂恩堂 Praise Methodist Church 
100 Invermay Rd., Invermay, TAS 7248 
Mail Address: P.O.Box 357, Mowbray, Launceston 7248 
Tel: (03) 6326 4303 (T) 

官清忠牧师 Rev Ching Jong Kwang 0487 288 971 
Email:cjkwang740719@gmail.com 

崇拜时间 Sunday Service:10:00am （华语 Mandarin） 
 

真道事奉与宣教学院 
Logos Academy for Ministry & Missions (LAMM) 

 

卫理大厦 Methodist House 

刘利宇院长 Rev. Dr. Timothy Lau - (03) 9973 6137 
Email: principal@lamm.org.au 


